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November 15, 2016 
 
Vincent G. Bradley 
Chairman 
New York State Liquor Authority 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 
Albany, New York 12210 
 
Re: Rise Bar NYC LLC 
        d/b/a Rise Bar & Lounge 
        859 Ninth Avenue (55/56) 
 
Dear Chairman Bradley: 
 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of an alteration to extend the hours 
of operation Thursday to Saturday from 2:00 a.m. until 4:00 a.m. for Rise Bar NYC LLC d/b/a 
Rise Bar & Lounge (Rise Bar), 859 Ninth Avenue (55/56) unless the attached stipulations, 
agreed to and signed by the applicant, are part of the method of operation for this establishment. 
 
This recommendation, however, is conditioned on the clarification of issues regarding the 
method of operation of this establishment.  When Rise Bar initially appeared before MCB4 in 
2014, prior to its opening, Rise Bar stipulated that there would be only background music and a 
DJ, but no live music.  We understand that the terms of Rise Bar's license include that there be 
no live music and no dancing.  
 
MCB4 has learned that Rise Bar currently features such events as "Open Mike Every Sunday," 
"10 Week Singing Competition," karaoke, and lip-syncing performers.  (Photos of signs 
advertising such events from the window of Rise Bar, taken in October 2015, are attached.)  Rise 
Bar's outdoor sign describes itself as "Bar/Cafe/Cabaret".  In addition, in the course of its 
consideration of the current alteration application, MCB4 learned for the first time that Rise Bar 
had installed a stage in the establishment.  The floor plans submitted to MCB4 at the time of Rise 
Bar's initial application in 2014 and in connection with its current application in October 2016 
did not indicate a stage of any kind.  When the Business Licenses and Permits (BLP) Committee 
of MCB4 learned at its October 18, 2016 meeting that Rise Bar had installed a stage, the BLP 
Committee requested that Rise Bar submit an accurate floor plan to MCB4, which Rise Bar's 
attorneys submitted on October 24, 2016.  Copies of both the original floor and the new floor 
plan first submitted to MCB4 on October 24, 2016 are attached.  At no time did Rise Bar present 
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an alteration application to MCB4 seeking to add a stage or live music nor did MCB4 
recommend the approval of such change in operation.  
 
MCB4 is concerned that the presence of the stage and events such as open mike nights and 
singing competitions, which clearly involve live singing, are inconsistent with Rise Bar's 
stipulations and license that there be no live music at the establishment.  If the SLA is in 
agreement, MCB4 requests that Rise Bar be required to cease use of the stage and all activities 
involving live singing or performance unless and until Rise Bar presents an alteration application 
encompassing the stage and the changed method of operation to MCB4 and that alteration is 
approved by the SLA. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

      [Signed 11/15/16] 
Delores Rubin   Frank Holozubiec    Burt Lazarin 
MCB4 Chair   Co-Chair     Co-Chair 

Business Licenses & Permits  Business Licenses & Permits 
    Committee     Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
























































































