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August 8, 2016 

 
Paul Kiernan 
Shean Hayden 
& Michael Kelly 
Alfies 
800 9th Avenue 
New York, NY 10019 

 
Re: Alfies Bar and Restaurant 800 9th Avenue (West 53rd Street) 

 
Dear Mr. Kiernan, Mr. Hayden, and Mr. Michael Kelly: 

 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (“MCB4”) writes to acknowledge that Mr. Paul Kiernan 
and Mr. Michael Kelly appeared before its Quality of Life Committee (“QOL”) on July 
11th, 2016.  The meeting was held as a result of numerous requests received from the 
residents of HK 50-51 Block Association, which is the neighborhood block association 
whose residents live in the surrounding blocks from Alfies. Approximately half a dozen 
residents and representatives from HK 50-51 Block Association appeared at the meeting. 

 
MCB4 goal is to work with the both the residents and small business owners to find a 
balanced and productive approach when quality of life issues arise. MCB4 appreciates and 
acknowledges Owner and Management’s expressed good faith and willingness to take 
immediate action to rectify the issues raised by the residents. These particular complaints 
are summarized as follows: 

 
• Improper use of amplified music; 
• Exceeding the number of patrons permitted on sidewalk café as per their 
Certificate of Occupancy; 

• Exceeding the hours of operation on sidewalk café as per their previously 
agreed Hours of Operation; and 

• Moving the sidewalk trash basket away from the corner
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EXISTING STIPULATIONS 
 

Occupancy and Use 
 

It is MCB4’s understanding that Alfies has a public assembly permit from the Department 
of Buildings (“DOB”) for 74 people and a sidewalk café occupancy of no more than 8 
tables and 16 seats. Residents are very concerned that more than 16 people may be 
permitted access to the sidewalk café premises at any one time. 
 
Description and Operation of Business 
 
 

Accordingly, Alfies is not permitted to have any outdoor speakers, and must adhere to 
“Background Music” regulations. Background music is commonly understood to be 
amplified music/sound intended as an unobtrusive accompaniment to an activity, such as, in 
your case, dining in a restaurant. In any event, Alfies must comply with all relevant New 
York City codes and regulations as they relate to sound emanating from your establishment. 
 
PROPOSED REMEDIATION 
 

Communication with the Block Association 
 

During the Quality of Life July 2016 meeting, Alfies Management expressed a willingness 
to create a positive working relationship with their neighbors and attend the HK 50\51 
Block Association meetings regularly. In addition, Mr. Michael Kelly agreed to be Alfies’s 
“point person” to address constituents’ concerns. Mr. Kelly agreed to work with 
complainants and offered his cellphone number (917) 523-4972 as the point of contact 
when issues arise. Finally Alfies agreed to return to the Quality of Life Committee in 
October. 
 
Sanitation 
Alfies stated they had already begun the process with the Department of Sanitation to 
participate in the adopt-a-basket program. Alfie’s management will monitor and empty the 
corner trash basket when it begins to overflow. 
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Noise 
 

Management indicated that it intends to remove all outdoor speakers and keep all 
windows and doors closed when utilizing amplified sound. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
MCB4 takes requests and complaints from both residents and business owners 
seriously. For you convenience a copy of the signed stipulations have been included in 
this letter. MCB4 appreciates both the block association and your willingness to work 
together and look forward to your attendance at the October 2016 meeting to discuss 
the results of your efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Delores Rubin   David Pincus   Tina DiFeliciantonio 
Chair    Co-Chair   Co-Chair 
Community Board 4  Quality of Life Committee Quality of Life Committee  
 
cc: HK50\51 Block Association 
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