
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
July 28, 2015  
 
Vincent G. Bradley 
Chairman 
New York State Liquor Authority 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 
Albany, New York 12210  
 
Re: 9th Avenue NYC LLC 
 d/b/a Tipsy Girl 
 714 9th Avenue (48/49) 
  
Dear Chairman Bradley: 

 
Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) recommends denial of the application for a new 
On-Premise Liquor License by 9th Avenue NYC LLC d/b/a Tipsy Girl, at 714 9th Avenue, 
New York, NY.  Given the intense over-saturation of licensed establishments in the 
surrounding blocks; the additional noise, traffic, and congestion this establishment would 
bring to the area; the vague and contradictory descriptions of the planned establishment 
presented to MCB4 by the applicant, coupled with its lack of candor about the 
contemplated operations; and community opposition to another late-hour license in this 
area, granting a new On-Premise license to the present applicant would not serve, and 
would be contrary to, the public interest. 
 
This establishment falls within the 500 foot rule as there are 23 (twenty-three) OP liquor 
licenses within 500 feet of this address (per the SLA’s website).  The applicant intends to 
serve pasta, pizza, salads, and burgers, and there are dozens of establishments serving 
similar food in the surrounding blocks.  Quite simply, this applicant would bring nothing 
new to the community, but instead would add to the problems accompanying an over-
saturation of licensed establishments in very close proximity. 
 
At the July 14, 2015 meeting of MCB4’s Business Licenses and Permits (BLP) 
Committee, the committee questioned the applicant at length about the nature of the 
planned establishment.  The applicant began by describing this establishment as part of the 
“BiCE” Group of restaurants, which operates multiple high-end Italian restaurants 
throughout the United States and the world (including Dubai and Palm Beach).   The 
committee pointed out that, based on the materials provided by the applicant, the name 
“Tipsy Girl” had never been previously used by the BiCE Group of restaurants and that 
Tipsy Girl’s planned menu of salads, burgers, pizza, and pasta (with the bulk of menu 
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items priced between $12 and $16) did not resemble the menus at the other higher-priced 
BiCE Group restaurants.  The applicant then reversed course, stating that this was a new 
name and concept, designed to be a high-quality neighborhood restaurant at a lower-price 
point.  When asked whether the name “Tipsy Girl” suggested that this would be primarily 
a drinking establishment, the applicant responded that that name was chosen in part to tie 
in with a “Tipsy Girl” brand of spirits they were developing that would be featured at the 
establishment.  The confusion as to the nature of this establishment was compounded when 
the applicant insisted that they needed late-night hours in order to compete with nearby 
establishments such as the next-door Mickey Spillane’s Hell’s Kitchen NYC (350 West 
49th Street at the corner of 9th Avenue) -- which is primarily a bar serving moderately-
priced bar food.   
 
MCB4 was also concerned  -- both about the nature of the establishment and the 
applicant’s good faith -- when, shortly after the BLP Committee meeting, the applicant’s 
owners were quoted in the local press as planning to offer an “all-day happy hour” with “a 
lot of signature cocktails.”  One co-owner was also quoted saying that “the name Tipsy 
Girl is meant to convey the pleasures of drinking as well as the pleasures of romance.”  
(This article is enclosed.)  Given that much of the discussion at the BLP Committee 
meeting involved the nature of this establishment and whether it would be a primarily 
eating or primarily drinking establishment, MCB4 is forced to conclude that the applicant 
deliberately and strategically chose not to disclose their full plans to the BLP Committee, 
including the contemplated “all-day happy hour.”  
 
This lack of candor is apparently only one example of the applicant’s failure to 
demonstrate respect and consideration toward the community.  For example, MCB4 has 
learned that the applicant made no outreach to any of the multiple residential tenants living 
in the apartments above these premises.  
 
Those community members who did learn of the application spoke unanimously against 
this application at the BLP Committee meeting.  The surrounding blocks of 9th Avenue are 
already excessively crowded with licensed establishments, which give rise to numerous 
complaints by the community about late night noise, excessive crowds, and increased 
traffic.  Adding an additional licensed established can only make those problems more 
severe. 
 
In addition, as noted above, the applicant indicated that they were developing a Tipsy Girl 
brand of spirits that would share the name of the establishment.  This point is also reflected 
in the attached press article, which stated that one of the applicant’s co-owners “is creating 
his own Tipsy Girl brand Chardonnay, prosecco and vodka.”  Although MCB4 has no 
further knowledge of the relationship between the applicant and the entity developing the 
Tipsy Girl brand of spirits, MCB4 urges the SLA to ensure that the arrangement does not 
violate Section 101 of the New York Alcohol Beverage Control Law Article 8, which 
provides, in part, that it “shall be unlawful for a manufacturer or wholesaler licensed under 
this chapter” to be “interested directly or indirectly in any premises where any alcoholic 
beverage is sold at retail.” 
 



 

In its application submitted to MCB4, the applicant sought to operate until 2:00 a.m. 
nightly, with its kitchen closing at midnight nightly -- a disparity serving as another telling 
sign of the nature of this establishment.  Although the applicant at the BLP Committee 
meeting agreed in writing to close at midnight on Sunday through Wednesday, the 
applicant’s attorney subsequently informed MCB4 that the applicant believed it could not 
compete with those agreed-to hours and asked to “withdraw” the stipulation.   
 
For the reasons stated above, MCB4 believes the application should denied in its entirety.  
In the event the application is approved, MCB4 requests that the hours of Tipsy Girl be the 
same as the prior operator at this location, Diego’s Mexican Grill -- which closed at 11:00 
p.m. Sunday through Thursday and 1:00 a.m. Friday and Saturday.  In no event should 
Tipsy Girl’s closing time be later than the 2:00 a.m. requested in their initial application to 
MCB4.  Similarly, in no event, should the license extend to any sidewalk café or outdoor 
space unless and until the applicant does additional outreach with MCB4 and the 
community. 
 
Accordingly, MCB4 recommends denial of this new On-Premise license application. 
 
Thank you for your attention and cooperation with this application. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

          [signed 7/28/15]           
Christine Berthet 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business License & Permits 
Committee  

 
  
 




























































