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May 21, 2015 
 
Mr. Gardner P. Dunnan, 
Head of Upper School and Academic Dean 
Avenues School 
259 Tenth Avenue 
New York, New York 10001 
 
Mr. Stephen R. Hanon 
Chief Financial Officer 
Avenues School 
11 East 26th Street, 17th Floor 
New York, New York 10010 
 
Dear Mr. Dunnan and Mr. Hanon, 
 
Because CB4 has been reviewing the application by the owner of 540 West 26th Street to obtain a 
BSA special permit for a school in an M1-5 district so that Avenues can occupy a portion of the 
building at 540 West 26th Street, CB4 has been revisiting the agreements that the Board and 
Avenues school made in 2011 at the time the Board recommended approval (with two 
conditions) to the City Planning Commission of modifications to bulk and use regulations for 
Avenues 259 Tenth Avenue building.  
 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (see attached) was created to address a variety of 
issues that CB4 felt were of great importance to the community and needed to obtain clear 
commitments from Avenues about.  Those commitments included: 
 

• Traffic Study and Building Egresses 
• Scholarships for CD4 Residents 
• Job Fair 
• Gymnasium and Meeting Space 
• Community Partnerships and Service 
• High Line Donation 
• Leed Design. 

 
One of the most significant MOU issues is Avenue’s progress in providing scholarships to CD4 
students. The MOU  states “The scholarship fund will total $4 million at full enrollment and will 
increase at the at the same rate as student tuition. Moreover it is Avenues’ goal to annually award 
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30% of its scholarship fund to academically and financially qualified students residing within 
Community Board 4.” 
 
 
Although the MOU was never signed by either party, Avenues has been striving to meet its 
scholarship commitments. Avenues reports that 35 students in CD4 are receiving full 
scholarships: nine $40,000; five over $45,000. These students represent 21 percent of students 
receiving financial aid and 19 percent of the monetary value. Avenues acknowledges that 
scholarship goals have not entirely been met but plans to renew its focus on outreach and 
education as stated in its April 15, 2015 program description (see attached). CB4 enthusiastically 
supports this action plan and looks forward to working with Avenues to attract and enroll more 
qualified students from CD4 who would receive scholarships. 
 
CB4 is pleased that Avenues has honored its High Line Donation commitment : “…to donate 
$250,000 per year beginning in 2013. Such donation amount will be increased by 10% every five 
years to reflect inflation. The annual donation will be allocated 80% to the Campaign for the 
High Line and 20% to the Friends of the High Line annual operations.” 
 
CB4 aims to establish a robust relationship with Avenues to review all the commitments in the 
MOU. One of those MOU commitments was a “Staff Liaison: Avenues will have a specific 
representative whose responsibility includes liaising with Community Board 4 and community-
based organizations. When needed, this person will meet with and report to community 
organizations.”   
 
Specifically CB4 asks the following of Avenues: 
 

1. Avenues will spearhead the review of MOU commitments, including the signing of the 
MOU. 
 

2. Avenues will provide an annual detailed written report on the status of scholarships given 
to CD4 students. Avenues will strive to reach the MOU goal of 30 percent of financial 
aid dedicated to CD4 students as soon as possible. 
 

3. Avenues will confirm in writing their renewed strategy to attract very young CD4 
students to the school and will design a new outreach strategy to attract those candidates. 
 

4. Avenues will designate a Staff Liaison to CB4 and will continue to keep this function 
properly staffed. The Staff Liaison will meet regularly with CB4 to follow up on MOU 
commitments. 
 

5. Avenues will review with CB4 its April 15, 2015 Outreach and Communication proposal 
prior to rolling it out.  

 
 
CB4 has recommended that BSA approve the application submitted by the owner of 540 West 
26th Street to permit a school use in a portion of the new building so that Avenues can have 
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additional space to expand its operations – with two conditions that Avenues school must follow-
up on with the owner of the new building: 
 

1. The applicant requires that Avenues will mitigate any sounds from its second floor 
outdoor space in the new building that neighbors identify as disturbing their quality of 
life.  
 

2. The applicant requires that Avenues will reach out to the users of buildings between 
Avenues’ existing and new buildings so that any potential issues with students walking in 
front of those buildings will be addressed as soon as possible. 
 

CB4 expects Avenues to report back on its outreach to nearby building tenants and owners about 
any sidewalk issues and how they have been resolved, and to quickly address any noise issues 
from Avenues’ outdoor space if they arise. 
 
CB4 looks forward to a strengthened relationship with Avenues school. 
 
Sincerely, 

                      
Christine Berthet            J. Lee Compton                     Betty Mackintosh 
Chair             Co-Chair                                 Co-Chair 

          Chelsea Land Use Committee         Chelsea Land Use Committee  
 
enclosure 
cc: Hon. Gale A. Brewer, Manhattan Borough President 
 Hon. Corey Johnson, City Council 
 Deirdre A. Carson, Esq, Greenberg Traurig 
 Eric DeSimone, Vice President, Savanna Project Management  
 










