CITY OF NEW YORK
MANHATTAN COMMUNITY BOARD FOUR

424 West 33 Street, Suite #580
New York, NY 10001
tel: 212-736-4536
www.nyc.gov/mcb4

JESSICA CHAIT
Chair

JESSE R. BODINE
District Manager

July 31, 2025

Hon. Jerry Nadler Hon. Tony Simone

United States Congress New York State Assembly
201 Varick, Suite 669 214 W. 29t Street, Suite 1401
New York, NY 10014 New York, NY 10001

Hon. Letitia James Hon. Brad Hoylman-Sigal
New York State Attorney General New York State Senate

163 W. 125 Street, Suite 1324 322 8™ Avenue, Suite 1700
New York, NY 10027 New York, NY 10001

Hon. Eric Adams Hon. Erik Bottcher

Mayor New York City Council

City of New York 224 W. 30" Street, Suite 1206
City Hall New York, NY 10001

New York, NY 10007

Hon. Mark Levine

Manhattan Borough President

The David N. Dinkins Municipal Building
1 Centre Street, 19" Floor

New York, NY 10007

To Elected Representatives,

Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) brings to your attention that New York City’s
Facade Inspection Safety Program (FISP) requires periodic inspections and timely repairs
of facades on buildings taller than six stories. At the Fulton and Elliott-Chelsea Houses
campuses, sixteen of the eighteen residential buildings are currently in violation of this
requirement. Of further concern, ten of these buildings were previously deemed “unsafe,”
with some having gone uninspected since 2017. Instead of comprehensive repairs,
sidewalk sheds remain in place to mitigate safety risks. At its July 23", 2025, full board
meeting, MCB4 voted, by a vote of 39 approvals, 0 disapprovals, 0 abstentions, and 1
Present Not Eligible, to support the findings and requests made in this letter.

According to the NYC Department of Buildings, building owners in New York City are
required to have their buildings' exterior walls and appurtenances inspected every five



years. For Cycle 9, which included buildings with block numbers ending in 4, 5, 6, or 9,
the filing deadline was between February 21, 2020, and February 21, 2022. FISP aims to
ensure that building facades are maintained to prevent public safety hazards.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) cites FISP violations as a reason for
deeming the Rehabilitation and Infill Alternative (Alternative 5) financially and
logistically infeasible, stating that “compliance with the FISP would continue to be
challenging at the Fulton and Elliott-Chelsea Houses due to failing brick facades, even
with reclad systems” (Fulton and Elliott-Chelsea Houses Redevelopment Project, Chapter
02.0: Project Alternatives, p. 02.0-16). In response to the DEIS, MCB4 called for a
reassessment of Alternative 5 using current, site-specific data, including a precise
analysis of the costs associated with FISP remediation.

Despite these conditions, substantial funding has been allocated for capital
improvements. A 2019 agreement between the federal government and then-Mayor Bill
de Blasio committed the City to allocate millions of dollars annually for NYCHA capital
projects through Fiscal Year 2027, including $500 million in unspent funds earmarked
for facade and building repairs as of 2023. However, the Office of Management and
Budget has interpreted Comptroller Directive 10 to prohibit the use of these funds for
targeted facade work, allowing only “comprehensive” capital projects. More broadly, this
issue is not unique to these campuses. As reported by 7/e City, NYCHA has received
hundreds of similar FISP violations across its portfolio.

Addressing this issue demands urgent coordination across city agencies to eliminate
administrative hurdles, clarify funding eligibility, and carry out the long-overdue repairs
residents deserve. MCB4 urges the City to commit to a clear, actionable plan for
compliance—one that restores trust, protects public safety, and ensures that residents of
the Fulton and Elliott-Chelsea Houses are no longer forced to live with unresolved facade
hazards.

Sincerely,
ssica Chait éregory Morris
Chair Chair
Manhattan Community Board 4 Chelsea Land Use Committee

CC:  Hon. Brad Lander. NYC Comptroller
Jacque Jiha, Budget Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
Brent Meltzer, Chief, Housing Protection Unit at Office of the New York State
Attorney General
Chris Banks, Chair, New York City Council Oversight Committee on Public
Housing


https://www.thecity.nyc/2023/05/18/nycha-brick-facades-3-billion/
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