
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 16th, 2025 

 

Susan Filburn 

Chief Administrative Officer 

NYS of Cannabis Management  

Harriman State Office Building Campus 1220 Washington Ave. 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

Jessica Garcia 

Chair 

Cannabis Control Board 

Harriman State Office Building Campus 1220 Washington Ave. 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

RE: Illegal Postings - BlazinUp LLC dba The Alchemy at 302 Eighth Avenue New York, 

NY 10001 

 

Dear Ms. Filburn and Ms. Garcia, 

 

Manhattan Community Board 4 (“MCB4”) votes by 45 for, 0 against, 0 abstaining, and 2 

present-not-eligible to implore the Office of Cannabis Management (OCM) to enforce 

OCM rules regarding advertising as it pertains to BlazinUp LLC doing business as The 

Alchemy at 302 Eighth Avenue New York, NY 10001.  As seen in the attached photo, 

this CUARD licensed dispensary has been posting advertising throughout the community 

near schools and on public property including New York City lampposts and DSNY trash 

bins.  This aggressive form of advertising violates several points outlined in the Cannabis 

Law, Parts 128 and 129 of Chapter II of Subtitle B of Title 9 of the Official Compilation 

of Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York. 

 

Background: 

Miguel Bernard and Matthew Ward in late 2024 presented their vision of an Adult-Use 

retail dispensary license at 302 Eighth Avenue New York, New York 10002.  The 

CUARD applicant, Miguel Bernard and his business partner Matthew Ward highlighted 
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their strong ties to New York City, deep knowledge of the emerging legal cannabis 

industry and a true desire to work with the community to be a good neighbor if granted 

the license.  MCB4 voted in December of 2024 to approve the license based on an 

understanding that BlazinUP doing business as The Alchemy would be a good operator. 

 

Recommendation: 

While MCB4 recognizes the many challenges to the New York legal cannabis industry, 

we still expect those lucky enough to be granted a license to abide by the rules outlined in 

the Cannabis Law.  The aggressive advertising of this establishment, particularly in areas 

near schools and on City property is reckless, egregious and dangerous.   

 

MCB4 has informed the operator of this infraction and contacted NYC Department 

Sanitation Enforcement, but we ask that OCM upon receipt of this notice take action 

against this licensee and enforce the rules you put in place to protect minors and the 

integrity of legal cannabis in New York. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jessica Chait      Delores Rubin 

Chair       Chair 

Manhattan Community Board 4   Cannabis Task Force.  

 

Enclosure 

cc:  Owners of BlazinUp LLC dba The Alchemy  

NYC DSNY 

Hon. Brad Hoylamn-Segal, State Senate 

Hon. Tony Simone, State Assembly 

Hon. Erik Bottcher, City Council 

New York State Sheriff’s Office 
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