
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 2, 2025 
 
Rick Cotton 
Executive Director 
Port Authority of New York & New Jersey 
4 World trade Center 
150 Greenwich Street, 22nd Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Re: West 40th Street Ramp Locations  
  
Dear Mr. Cotton,  
  
Concerns regarding the Port Authority's plans for temporary ramps on and above West 40th 
Street from 10th Avenue to Dyer Avenue were raised by the occupants of the residential building 
Gotham and the executives of Covenant House, which offers housing and human services to at-
risk youths. At its September 30, 2025 Full Board meeting, by a vote of 35 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 
abstaining, and 0 present but not eligible, MCB4 requests that the Port Authority extend the 
buildings' distance from the ramps as much as is practical and develop a public safety plan for 
this area.  
  
While the current ramp system is being dismantled and a new one constructed, the Port Authority 
intends to construct two temporary ramps allowing buses to enter/exit the current bus terminal. 
The proposed design calls for the two ramps to take up a large portion of West 40th Street 
between 10th Avenue and Dyer Avenue. The northern ramp will be located 2’11” from the 
eastern corner of the Covenant House façade and 4’0” from the western corner. The distance 
from Gotham's western corner will be 15’2”. A sound barrier will sit atop the ramp's roadway 
level, which will result in a total elevation of 34’0” to 37’0”. 
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At the narrowest point, the façade of the Covenant building rises up 12’0” in front of a ground-
level courtyard and—at a 16’0” elevation—a second-floor open space that is recessed 54’0” 
from the property line. Going west, Covenant House offices occupy their building and Gotham 
space that faces the ramps.  
  
We note that the average distance between buildings in New York City is 20’0”. The rule may 
apply to these ramps because they are on a city roadway.  
  
The West 40th Street entrances include the main entrance to the Covenant House operations and 
doors for waste pickups, deliveries, and admissions. The plan should maintain not only the 
access but also a curbside delivery area and moving lane.  
  
In order to keep the bottom of the ramps clear of encampments and drug dealing—an activity 
prominent in any weather-protected area and particularly problematic near vulnerable youths—a 
security plan must also be developed and implemented. According to the Points of Agreement 
between the Port Authority and the City Council, “The Port Authority agrees to develop a public 
safety and social services plan.” Such a plan is crucial at this location. 
  
MCB4 urges the Port Authority to maintain the operations now carried out at this entry, create 
and execute a public safety plan, and extend the distance between the buildings and the interim 
ramps as far as is practical.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jessica Chait    Christine Berthet  Jesse Greenwald 
Chair     Co-Chair   Co-Chair 
Manhattan Community Board 4 Transportation Planning  Transportation Planning 

Committee    Committee 
 
cc:  Hon. Brad Hoylman-Sigal, NYS Senator  

Hon. Linda Rosenthal, NYS Assembly Member 
Hon. Tony Simone, NYS Assembly Member 
Hon. Erik Bottcher, NYC Council Member 
Hon. Mark Levine, Manhattan Borough President  
Bill Bedrossian, President & CEO, Covenant House  
Joel I. Picket, Chairman, Gotham Organization 


