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CITY OF NEW YORK
MANHATTAN COMMUNITY
BOARD No. 4
424 West 33" Street, Suite 580
New York, NY 10001
tel: 212-736-4536
www.nyc.gov/MCB4

June 2025 Full Board Minutes

The Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) Full Board met at 6:30 pm on Wednesday
June 4, 2025, in a hybrid format, with the majority of Board members meeting in person
(with members of the public present) at Mount Sinai West - 1000 10th Avenue, and remote
participation via Zoom by other members of the Board and the public.

The meeting was accessible in person, via Zoom webinar and live streamed on YouTube. It
can be viewed at: MCB4 - June 2025 - Full Board Meeting

A third-party draft transcript of the meeting can be found by selecting the MCB4 June 2025
Full Board Meeting at: https://blockparty.studio/Archive

Presentation

Midtown North Precinct - C.O. Robert Gault provided updates and did Q&A with audience:
e “Summer violence zone” expanded from 49th street to approx. 51st street, and from 8th to 9th
avenue and as far as 6th avenue on the east side.
e Midtown community improvement hub - working inter-agency to address various problems,
including problematic blocks (e.g., illicit activities on 49th street), set up high-powered light

posts.

e Addressing 52nd street quality of life issues

Enforcement action to address proliferation of e-bikes on sidewalks and pedicabs

e (Council Precinct Meetings every third Tuesday of the month (presided by MCB4 member,
Delores Rubin).

Public Hearing

Draft Scope of Work for the Avenir gaming proposal at West 40-41 street and 11th Ave

Ron Wisnisky
Richard Easley
Kathleen Conry

Carrie Michals

No one signed up to speak so the hearing was closed with no speakers.

Public Session

e E-vehicles Safety Alliance. Spoke in support of Pricilla’s law.
e Thanks to the police. Request to table letter 52.
e Spoke in favor of Priscilla's law.

e Expressed concern with letter 52. Request to reconsider 3-6 month grace period.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oc12YSNtzho
https://blockparty.studio/Archive

Alida Reyes
Alexa Cruz
Jacqueline Lara

Marnie Halisa
Jim Boyd

Jacquline Velez
Julia Ramos
Marcus Little

Pamela Wolff

Celines Miranda

Hector Vazquez

Mike Noble

Viren Brahmbhatt

John Rafaat

Reggie Johnson

Samuel Alexander

David Holowka

NYC Councilmember Erik

Bottcher

Spoke against NYCHA demolition.
Spoke against NYCHA demolition.
Spoke against NYCHA demolition.
Spoke against NYCHA demolition.

Thanks to MCB4 for letter to elected regarding and shared concerns surrounding
the heliport.

Spoke in support of NYCHA demolition/redevelopment.
Spoke in support of NYCHA demolition/redevelopment.
Spoke in support of NYCHA demolition/redevelopment.

Spoke in support of reinstatement of MCB4 member (Viren Brahmbhatt).

Spoke against NYCHA demolition.

Spoke in support of and about concern for misinformation surrounding NYCHA
redevelopment.

Called NYCHA residents attention to recent newsletter notice about their rights
and advice about relocation.

Statement of thanks and desire to continue serving on and supporting MCB4
mission.

Spoke in favor of NYCHA redevelopment/reconstruction.

Spoke in support of NYCHA redevelopment.

Spoke in support of NYCHA redevelopment.

Spoke in support of reinstatement of MCB4 member (Viren Brahmbhatt).

Reports From Elected Officials

e Introduced legislation to forbid pedicabs from being stationed within 50
feet of Broadway theaters
e Thanked Commander Gault for help on 49th Street
e Provided some updates on the Western Railyards Project:
o he insisted that the application should be withdrawn; there should
be no gambling here
o his team worked on negotiating improvements to the 2009 plan
o said that the 2009 plan wasn’t going to get built but this updated
version will get built
e Honored Burt Lazarin and Betty McIntosh for their significant
contributions to our community as MCB4 Board members



Congressman Jerrold
Nadler, as presented by
Mackey Bentley:

State Assemblymember
Tony Simone, as presented
by Ben Lowenstein

Manhattan Borough
President Mark Levine, as
presented by Yiyi Wang

NYC Mayor Eric Adams,
as presented by Robin
Forst

Adoption of Agenda and
Minutes

Last week, there was a deeply concerning incident during which agents
from the Department of Homeland Security agents forcibly entered
Congressman Nadler's District Office without a warrant or consent and
handcuffed and detained a staffer. From the outset, Congressman Nadler's
number one concern was for the safety of his staff. No arrests were made
and the situation was quickly deescalated, but Congressman Nadler is
alarmed by these aggressive and heavy-handed tactics that DHS is
employing against citizens and non-citizens in New York City and across
the country. Nadler has asked for DHS Secretary Kristi Noem to testify at a
committee hearing about this incident.

Congressman Nadler and State Senator Liz Krueger will be hosting a Town
Hall on Tuesday, June 17th at Hunter College North Assembly Hall.

Honored outgoing MCB4 member Burt Lazarin with a Proclamation for his
outstanding contributions over the years to the work of MCBA4.

The State budget passed, including money for the Pier 76 park.

Introduced legislation to block book bans statewide

Manhattan is not the right place for casinos

Thanks to everyone who applied or re-applied to serve on MCB4.
Borough-wide, we received more than 950 applications. Congratulations to
all of our new Board members! We know you are going to be a great
addition to our Community Board.

MBP Levine recently rallied in Albany to support passage of the “Stop
Super Speeders” bill. Nearly 90 pedestrians were killed last year due to
reckless driving.

Thanks to the members of MCB4 who attended the Mayor’s Town Hall at
Beacon High School. It was a great discussion and lively debate.

June is Gun Violence Prevention Month. Mayor Adams has done an
incredible job reducing the number of guns on our streets. Over 2,200 guns
were removed in the first few months of this year.

Board Reports & Business

Items 4, 48, and 49 were sent back to committee. The Agenda was adopted
unanimously. The May Full Board Minutes were adopted unanimously.

District Manager Report ~ Announced updates to committee meeting schedules.

Chair’s Report

Meeting Agenda

Welcomed new members, encouraged engagement, and thanked MCB4
Board Engagement Working Group.

Provided testimony in May about Avenir Project draft Scope of Work and
at LPC hearing for the Lefcourt Clothing Center.

Attended Mayor’s forum and encouraged members to attend future town
halls. Previewed upcoming charter revision and affordable housing plan in
the works.

Announced MCB4 and electeds’ townhall on Fulton Elliot Chelsea
redevelopment.

MCB4’s next board meeting will be July 23rd.



Business License & Permits Committee (BLP)

Item O1: Letter to DOT re 20 Hudson Blvd East Jocanda Verde - Application ID
20241108010001 — Sidewalk RATIFIED

Item 02: Letter to DOT re 128 7th Avenue - The Common Chelsea - Application ID
20250224010001 — Sidewalk — RATIFIED

Item 03: Letter to DOT re 136 9th Avenue - Salinas - Application ID 20240801010078 —
Sidewalk — RATIFIED

Item 04: Letter to DOT re 193 7th Avenue - KEI - Application ID 20250226010002 - Sidewalk —
RATIFIED

Item 05: Letter to DOT re 206 7th Avenue - The Copper Still - Application ID 20240730010019
— Sidewalk - RATIFIED

Item 06: Letter to DOT re 276 7th Avenue - Blank Street Coffee - Application ID
20250224010008 — Sidewalk - RATIFIED

Item 07: Letter to DOT re 714 9th Avenue - Vers - Applications ID 20240830010001 —
Sidewalk - RATIFIED

Item 08: Letter to DOT re 858 9th Avenue - Route 66 Cafe - Application ID 20240729010003 —
Sidewalk - RATIFIED

Item 09: Letter to DOT re 300 W 23rd Street - Asuka Sushi - Application ID 20241015010001 -
Sidewalk - RATIFIED

Item 10: Letter to DOT re 271 11th Avenue - Porchlight - Application ID 20250121010002 -
Sidewalk - RATIFIED

Item 11: Letter to DOT re 628 10th Avenue - The Marshal - Application ID 20240801010147 —
Sidewalk - RATIFIED

Item 12: Letter to DOT re 214 10th Avenue - Don Giovanni - Application ID 20250227010001 -
Sidewalk — RATIFIED

Item 13: Letter to DOT re 401 W 54th Street - Tapas 54 - Application ID 20240731010063 —
Sidewalk - RATIFIED

Item 14: Letter to DOT re 231 8th Avenue - Fellini Coffee Chelsea - Application ID
20250319010004 — Roadway - RATIFIED

Item 15: Letter to DOT re 501 W 51st Street - Il Melograno - Application ID 20240802010065 —
Sidewalk - RATIFIED

Item 16: Letter to DOT re 659 9th Avenue - The Mercury Bar - Application ID
20250213010003 - Sidewalk -RATIFIED

Item 17: Letter to DOT re 351 W 57th Street - DJ Reynolds - Application ID 20240728010003 -
Sidewalk APPROVED

Item 18: Letter to DOT re 189 9th Avenue - Fonda of Chelsea - Application ID
20240802010096 - Sidewalk APPROVED

Item 19: Letter to DOT re 441 8th Avenue - T-Bone Hospitality LLC - Application ID
20250319010003 - Sidewalk APPROVED

Item 20: Letter to SLA re 20 Hudson Blvd East - Locanda Verde - Serial# 0340-24-135318
APPROVED

Item 21: Letter to SLA re 128 7th Avenue - The Common Chelsea - Serial# 0240-21-121677
APPROVED

Item 22: Letter to SLA re 136 9th Avenue — Salinas — Serial# 0340-21-117895 APPROVED
Item 23: Letter to SLA re 193 7th Avenue — KEI — Serial# 0340-24-113854 APPROVED

Item 24: Letter to SLA re 206 7th Avenue - The Copper Still — Serial# 034-22-113909
APPROVED

Item 25: Letter to SLA re 714 9th Avenue — Vers - Serial# 0370-24-114034 APPROVED

Item 26: Letter to SLA re 858 9th Avenue - Route 66 Café¢ — Serial# 0340-23-132937 APPROVED
Item 27: Letter to SLA re 300 W 23rd Street - Asuka Sushi — Serial# 0340-22-111764
APPROVED




Item 28: Letter to SLA re 271 11th Avenue — Porchlight — Serial# 0340-23-139348 APPROVED
Item 29: Letter to SLA re 628 10th Avenue - The Marshal - Serial# 0340-23-134661 APPROVED
Item 30: Letter to SLA re 214 10th Avenue - Don Giovanni - Serial# 034-23-130866 APPROVED
Item 31: Letter to SLA re 401 W 54th Street - Tapas 54 — Serial# 0240-24-118826 APPROVED
Item 32: Letter to SLA re 231 8th Avenue - Fellini Coffee Chelsea - Serial# 026-72-4131567
APPROVED

Item 33: Letter to SLA re 501 W 51st Street - Il Melograno - Serial# 0340-22-109077 APPROVED
Item 34: Letter to SLA re 659 9th Avenue - The Mercury Bar - Serial# 0340-23-131400
APPROVED

Item 35: Letter to SLA re 351 W 57th Street - DJ Reynolds — Serial # 0370-24-109411
APPROVED

Item 36: Letter to SLA re 441 8th Avenue - T-Bone Hospitality LLC — Serial# 0340-24-118320
APPROVED

Item 37: Letter to SLA re 119 W 23rd Street - Poster House Inc and Great Performances -

Artists as Waitresses Inc as Manager — Serial# 0370-23-138931 APPROVED

Item 38: Letter to SLA re 327 W 57th Street - PMACS 12 LLC APPROVED

Item 39: Letter to SLA re 480 9th Avenue - Samsean Corp APPROVED

Item 40: Letter to SLA re 537-547 W 26th Street - VNO CF Holdings LLC &amp; FTK
LLCAPPROVED

Item 41: Letter to SLA re 641 10th Avenue - Valla Tabla Corp - Serial# 0340-24-109110
APPROVED

Item 42: Letter to SLA re 661 8th Avenue - Food &amp; Life Companies USA LLC APPROVED
Item 43: Letter to SLA re 783 9th Avenue - Wrap SAAP LLC APPROVED

Chelsea Land Use (CLU)
Item 44: Letter to LPC re 275 th Avenue — Lefcourt Clothing Center — RATIFIED
Item 45: Letter to Elected Representatives re Unsafe fagade of NYCHA buildings APPROVED

Waterfront, Parks & Environment Committee (WPE)
Item 46: Letter to Mayor and NYC Parks re Data for E-bikes and scooters in parks APPROVED
Item 47: Letter to Parks re DeWitt Clinton Park Conditions APPROVED

Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee (CHKLU)

Item 48: Letter to Electeds and Gaming Commission to Request that MCB4 be notified of
future applications in a timely manner — SENT BACK TO COMMITTEE

Item 49: Letter to Gaming Commission to Request that MCB4 be added as a Party of Interest
to the Times Square Application — SENT BACK TO COMMITTEE

Transportation Planning Committee (TPC)

Item 50: Letter to DOT re support for the Proposed 34th Street Busway APPROVED

Item 51: Letter to DOT re Intercity Bus Permit Application for Metro West Car Services, Inc. on
11th Avenue APPROVED

Item 52: Letter to NYPD re Criminal summonses for cyclists APPROVED

Item 53: Letter to PANYNIJ re Relocating pedestrian crossing on 37th Street due to construction
APPROVED

Cannabis Task Force
Item 54: Letter to OCM and CCB re: 653 9 th Avenue - iDispenseNYC APPROVED
Item 55: Letter to OCM and CCB re: 722 10 th Avenue — City Dispensary APPROVED

Executive Committee (EXEC)
Item 56: Letter to NYS Gaming Commission re Comments on Draft Scope of Work for the




Avenir gaming proposal at West 40-41 Street and 11 th Avenue APPROVED

Item 57: Business License and Permits Committee Letter to DOT re Sidewalk Dining APPROVED
Application at 513 W 27th Street - Ovest Pizzoteca — Tables:3/Seats: 6 — RATIFIED

Item 58: Letter to NYS State Senate and Assembly re Shore Power Legislation APPROVED

Item 59: Letter to City Council re Proposed Legislation re Term Limiting District Manager
Employment APPROVED

New Business
Nothing to Report

Arts, Culture, Education & Schools (ACES)
Housing Health & Human Services Committee (HHHS)

See appended vote sheet for complete details for each item’s vote

Meeting Resolution

Adjournment Meeting was adjourned.
Next Meeting Date and Location Wednesday, July 23rd, 6:30 pm at Hotel Trades Council
- 305 W. 44th Street (8/9 Aves).
Hybrid Meeting

As recorded by Katy Stokes, Candice Hewitt, and Rachel Lee.
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Present, not eligible
(IPv.V)

No vote

Present

VOTING KEY
Y=Yes

No
ATTENDANCE KEY
P:

N:
E=Excused

PNE
A
Ab=Absent

P/Y
Ab/N

E/A
PNE

A

Theodore Arenas
Roberta Barnett

Christine Berthet

Leslie Boghosian Murphy

Liam Buckley
Jessica Chait
Kevin Collins
Lisa David

Maarten de Kadt
Paul Devlin
Pete Diaz

Jeffrey Gardner
Thomas Garza

Wendy Gonzalez
Max Goodstein
Matt Green

Jesse Greenwald
Candice Hewitt
Erin Hoffman

David Holowka

Frank Holozubiec

Josephine Ishmon
Inge Ivchenko
Kerry Keenan

Ella Kim

Matthew Klein

Christopher LeBron
Rachel Lee

James MacDonald
Ellen Markman

Brendan McGrath

Sanford Miller

Chenise Mitchell

Charles Montorio-Archer

Gregory Morris
Tina Nelson

Michael Noble
J.D. Noland

Maria Ortiz

Allen Oster

Brad Pascarella
Joe Restuccia

Delores Rubin
Catie Savage

Bryan Sloane
Katy Stokes

Hector Vazquez
David Warren

Rodney Washington
Alice Wong

Full Board Meeting of Manhattan Community Board 4 June 4, 2025
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No vote ATTENDANCE
(IPv.V)

Present, not eligible

Present
Absent
Excused

KEY
P
Ab:
E=

VOTING KEY
Y=Yes

N=No

PNE

A

P/Y
Ab/N

E/A
PNE
A

Theodore Arenas
Roberta Barnett

Christine Berthet

Leslie Boghosian Murphy

Liam Buckley
Jessica Chait
Kevin Collins
Lisa David

Maarten de Kadt
Paul Devlin
Pete Diaz

Jeffrey Gardner
Thomas Garza

Wendy Gonzalez
Max Goodstein
Matt Green

Jesse Greenwald
Candice Hewitt
Erin Hoffman

David Holowka

Frank Holozubiec

Josephine Ishmon
Inge Ivchenko
Kerry Keenan

Ella Kim

Matthew Klein

Christopher LeBron

Rachel Lee

James MacDonald
Ellen Markman

Brendan McGrath

Sanford Miller

Chenise Mitchell

Charles Montorio-Archer

Gregory Morris
Tina Nelson

Michael Noble
J.D. Noland

Maria Ortiz

Allen Oster

Brad Pascarella
Joe Restuccia

Delores Rubin
Catie Savage

Bryan Sloane
Katy Stokes

Hector Vazquez
David Warren

Rodney Washington
Alice Wong

Full Board Meeting of Manhattan Community Board 4 June 4, 2025
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No vote ATTENDANCE
(IPv.V)

Present, not eligible

Excused

Present

VOTING KEY

Y=Yes
N=No
PNE

A

KEY

P
Ab=Absent
E:

P/Y
Ab/N

E/A
PNE

Theodore Arenas
Roberta Barnett

Christine Berthet

Leslie Boghosian Murphy

Liam Buckley
Jessica Chait
Kevin Collins
Lisa David

Maarten de Kadt
Paul Devlin
Pete Diaz

Jeffrey Gardner
Thomas Garza

Wendy Gonzalez
Max Goodstein
Matt Green

Jesse Greenwald
Candice Hewitt
Erin Hoffman

David Holowka

Frank Holozubiec

Josephine Ishmon
Inge lvchenko
Kerry Keenan
Ella Kim

Matthew Klein

Christopher LeBron

Rachel Lee

James MacDonald
Ellen Markman

Brendan McGrath

Sanford Miller

Chenise Mitchell

Charles Montorio-Archer

Gregory Morris
Tina Nelson

Michael Noble
J.D. Noland
Maria Ortiz

Allen Oster

Brad Pascarella
Joe Restuccia

Delores Rubin
Catie Savage
Bryan Sloane
Katy Stokes

Hector Vazquez
David Warren

Rodney Washington
Alice Wong

Full Board Meeting of Manhattan Community Board 4 June 4, 2025



