


The proposed Site Plan has multiple problematic aspects.
First, the plan does not reflect in any way several obstructions on the sidewalk including the pedestrian ramp at the corner of 10th Avenue/W.22nd Street and, along 
the 10th Avenue sidewalk, a parking meter (next to the fire hydrant) and a traffic sign (next to the traffic signal pole).  Second, the plan itself provides inadequate 
clearances, such as allowing only 8 feet, rather than the required 10 feet, between the cafe perimeter and the directly-opposite fire hydrant and street light at the north 
end.  Third, and most fundamentally, the plan does not provide for the required 10 foot clear path:  there are points (such as around the tree pits) where the clear path 
according to plan itself is only 8 feet; and the clear path weaves into indentations in the sidewalk cafe rather than proceeding as straight, uninterrupted path.

This cafe is located on a heavily-trafficked block of 10th Avenue, immediately adjacent to the corner of two major thoroughfares;  10th Avenue and 23rd 
Street.  The location has heavy pedestrian traffic given that it is:  across the street from Clement Clarke Moore Park (frequented by children and parents with 
strollers): in the middle of the Chelsea gallery district: and only 1-1/2 blocks from the extremely popular High Line.  There are at least 8 existing sidewalk 
obstructions immediately opposite or adjacent to the proposed cafe, which already seriously impede pedestrian flow.  Community members also have 
observed that the sidewalk is often crowded with Empire Diner customers waiting for tables.

See answers above

MCB4 recommends Denial, unless the cafe Site Plan were reconfigured to provide for the required 10 foot 
pedestrian clear path in a straight line for the entire length of the cafe.  Although it is difficult to be exact about 
the modifications needed, it would appear this would require removing the 5 tables/10 seats at the corner of 
Tenth Avenue/W.22nd Street and reducing the rest of the cafe to a line of tables with four seats each against the 
wall of the establishment plus the required service aisle.

Nelly Gonzalez 12/27/24
On 12/10/24 the Business Licenses & Permits Committee voted to recommend Denial of this application. This application 
is subject to ratification by the Full Board on Monday, January 6, 2025.

Manhattan Community Board 4's (MCB4) recommendation is based on a vote at its January 6, 2025 Full Board 
Meeting with 40 members in favor of the recommendation, 0 member opposed, 0 members abstaining and 0 present 
but not eligible.






















