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July 2024 Full Board Minutes 

 

Meeting Date / 

Location 

The Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) Full Board met at 6:30 pm on Wednesday, 

July 24, 2024, in a hybrid format, with the majority of Board members meeting in person 

(with members of the public present) at the Highline Park at West 14th Street, and remote 

participation via Zoom by other members of the Board and the public.  

 

The meeting was accessible in person, via Zoom webinar and live streamed on YouTube. It 

can be viewed at: July 2024 MCB4 Full Board Mtg 

 

A third-party draft transcript of the meeting can be found by selecting the MCB4 July 2024 

Full Board Meeting at: https://blockparty.studio/Archive  

 
 

Welcome from the High Line 
 

Preeti Sodhi, Senior Director of Community & Government Relations at the High Line, welcomed 
MCB4 to its annual meeting at the High Line and provided an update on the Western Railyards 
Rezoning Plan, and introduced the “Protect the High Line” campaign.  She encouraged more people 
to join the campaign. 

 
 

Presentation  

Port Authority of New York and New Jersey regarding Midtown Bus Terminal Replacement Project  

 
Hersh Parekh, Glen Guzi, and Adam Taubman presented a slide show with an overview of the project and 

explained the process and anticipated timeline going forward.  There were no questions from the public. 
 

Public Hearing  

Land Use Application for Midtown Bus Terminal Replacement Project 

The hearing was opened by JD Noland. No members of the public signed up to speak on this topic. 
 

Public Hearing  

Department of City Planning’s City of Yes for Housing Opportunity Text Amendment 

The hearing was opened by Joe Restuccia. 

 

Alan Posklensky ● Spoke in support of City of Yes Text Amendment 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
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Pamela Wolff 
● Suggested MCB4 should vote “no, with conditions” on City of Yes Text 

Amendment 

Marni Halasa ● Opposes City of Yes Text Amendment 

Elke Fears ● Opposes City of Yes Text Amendment 

Susan Ameel ● Opposes City of Yes Text Amendment 

John Mudd ● Opposes City of Yes Text Amendment 

 

Public Hearing  

Land Use Application for 343 W. 47th Street 

The hearing was opened by Jesse Bodine, who explained that a letter has already been sent by MCB4 

on this topic.  No members of the public signed up to speak on this topic. 

 

Public Session  

Carla Roussos ● Provided updates from Ryan Chelsea-Clinton Health Center 

Miriam Fisher ● Concerned about adequate seating in waiting room at Port Authority 

Carol Ott ● Trees at NYCHA campuses should be protected 

Shonte Walker 
● Maintenance issues in her building are being ignored (e.g. elevator outages, 

scaffolding that has been up for years). 554 West 53rd St.  

Sarina Jean Louis 
● Introduced herself to the community as she is the new Executive Director at Ryan 

Health Center at 645 10th Ave.  

Lydia Andre 
● Regarding item 37, asks that the letter include a request for the NYCHA Working 

Group to be reconstituted. 

Patrick Davidson 
● 2nd time visiting MCB4 to request help getting multiple maintenance issues 

addressed at his building. 540 West 53rd St.  

Julia Ramos ● Resident of Fulton Houses.  “We deserve to have lead-free homes.” 

Jacqueline Ramos ● Opposes demolition of the NYCHA complex. 

Steven Harvey 
● Regarding the City of Yes Text Amendment (item 39), he opposes changes to the 

height limits in the Clinton Special District 

Hector Vazquez 
● “We deserve safe housing.”  Supports demolition and new construction of 

NYCHA complex. 

Darien Vazquez ● Supports demolition and new construction of NYCHA complex. 

Malia Vazquez 
● “My apartment and building are in constant disrepair.” Supports demolition and 

new construction of NYCHA complex. 

Mary McGee ● Supports demolition and new construction of NYCHA complex. 

George Figueroa 
● Supports demolition and new construction of NYCHA complex. Opposes any 

more delays. 



 

 

Alexis Ortiz 
● Supports demolition and new construction of NYCHA complex. Opposes any 

more delays. 

Mary Jones 
● Supports demolition and new construction of NYCHA complex. Opposes any 

more delays. 

Lenny Rosado 
● Opposes any more delays.  Says it is “shameful” to seek more delays. Supports 

demolition and new construction of NYCHA complex. 

Alixa Cruz ● Opposes demolition of the NYCHA complex. “It’s a land grab.” 

Iris Rosado ● Living conditions in the NYCHA complex are terrible. 

Darlene Waters 
● Supports demolition and new construction of NYCHA complex.  Opposes 

reconstituting NYCHA Working Group. 

Miguel Acevedo ● Supports demolition and new construction of NYCHA complex. 

Renee Keitt 
● Opposes demolition of the NYCHA complex. Believes that there are too many 

unanswered questions. 

Raph Schweizer ● PSA regarding the upcoming comic bookstore 5 borough tour. 

Marco  ● The terrible conditions at NYCHA have gone on for too many years. 

Celines Miranda ● Opposes demolition of the NYCHA complex. 

Marni Halasa 

● Small restaurants haven’t recovered since COVID.  Legislation is desperately 

needed to help small businesses.  The West Bank Cafe in Hell’s Kitchen is closing 

after almost 50 years because it couldn’t fully recover after COVID. 

Roberto Rodriguez ● Opposes demolition of the NYCHA complex.  

Pamela Wolff ● Opposes demolition of the NYCHA complex. 

 

 

Reports From Elected Officials 

Manhattan Borough 

President Mark Levine, 

presented by Yiyi Wang 

● happy to report that we had a vote at our Borough Board meeting earlier 

this month on the City of Yes Text Amendment and it passed.  The BP also 

issued his own recommendations on ways to strengthen supportive housing 

in the COY.  

● Several upcoming special events: after-hour tour of the Whitney Museum 

on July 25; NYCHA Connect Series, starting on July 29; and a Dominican 

Heritage Event on Aug. 1 

US Congressman Jerrold 

Nadler, presented by 

Hannah Wienerman 

● Earlier this week, Congress passed the Water Resources Development Act 

of 2024, which includes Congressman Nadler’s request to authorize $60 

million to the Army Corps of Engineers to work with the city of New York 

in upgrading Manhattan's environmental infrastructure. 
● Earlier this month, Congressman Nadler joined his New York and New 

Jersey colleagues in announcing $6.88 billion dollar in federal DOT 

funding to jump start the construction of the Gateway Tunnel. 
● And because it wasn’t our turn to address you last month, I just want to 

reiterate Congressman Nadler’s strong disappointment in Governor 



 

 

Hochul’s announcement to delay the implementation of congestion pricing 

which we need now more than ever to reduce paralyzing vehicle traffic, 

improve air quality, and raise desperately needed capital funds to enhance 

the public transit system that millions depend on.  He also delivered a 

statement in support of congestion pricing at June’s MTA Board Meeting. 

New York State 

Representative Tony 

Simone, presented by Matt 

Tighe 

● Representative Simone appreciates all of the well wishes after his ruptured 

appendix was removed yesterday. 

● The Representative recently introduced A1660, which will increase the 

penalties for reckless driving that results in the injury or death of a pet. It 

also increases the fines for leaving the scene of an injury to an animal 

without reporting it.  

● School supply donations can be dropped off at our office until Aug. 20. 

NYC Mayor Eric 

Adams, presented by 

Robin Forst 

●  Operation Padlock has successfully launched, which allows the sheriff’s 

office to padlock illegal cannabis shops. To date, there have been 639 shops 

that are padlocked with 32,000 plus counts violations, and the amount of 

drugs seized, is $51 million. There's a lot more to do, but it's a great start. 
● Our office is very focused on the safe storage and use of e-bikes. For 

example, the DOT is going to launch the nation's first municipal trade-in 

pilot program for unsafe e-bikes and other powered mobility devices 

allowing eligible food delivery workers to replace their unsafe devices with 

safe and legal bikes. 

NYC Councilmember Erik 

Bottcher, presented by 

Jordan Feiner 

● We need more assistance from the City to address mental health crises of 

homeless residents in our District. We also have legislation that would 

place more social workers in our police precincts. 

● We are more than halfway to our goal of planting 1,000 trees in Council 

District 3 – we have already planted 504 trees.  Huge thanks to the Parks 

Department!  

  

 

Board Reports & Business 

Adoption of Agenda and 

Minutes 

Items 14 and 15 are tabled.  Items 21 and 30 were sent back to committee. The 

Agenda was adopted unanimously. The June Full Board Minutes were adopted 

unanimously. 

District Manager Report ● MCB4 Hybrid Meeting Policy remains in effect with no changes. 

● Business License & Permits will be meeting on its scheduled date, 

Tuesday, August 13th 

● All other Committees are not meeting in August. 

Chair’s Report 

 

● Groundbreaking for the MTA Site\Lirio at 806 9th Avenue for the 

permanent affordable/supportive housing project 

● Governor’s announcement for the Chelsea Bayview site 

● Construction for the DEP Site\Rialto West 509 West 48th Street 

 

 

Meeting Agenda  

 



 

 

Business License and Permits Committee (BLP) 
Item 01: Letter to SLA re 50 9th Avenue – Delilah NYC LLC  APPROVED 
Item 02: Letter to SLA re 124 W 25th Street - Taberu Nomu Inc.  APPROVED 
Item 03: Letter to SLA re 198 9th Avenue – 198 Associates Inc.  APPROVED 
Item 04: Letter to SLA re 223 W 14th Street - Mad Hops Inc.  APPROVED 
Item 05: Letter to SLA re 401 W 47th Street - Three Kings Hospitality LLC.  APPROVED 
Item 06: Letter to SLA re 468 W 47th Street - Foodance Festival LLC - RATIFIED 
Item 07: Letter to SLA re 805 9th Avenue - August Hospitality Management LLC - RATIFIED 
Item 08: Letter to DOT re 160 8th Avenue - DaAndrea Ristorante - Roadway Application - RATIFIED  
Item 09: Letter to DOT re 160 8th Avenue - DaAndrea Ristorante – Sidewalk Cafe Application - 
RATIFIED  
Item 10: Letter to DOT re 585 6th Avenue - Hummus & Pita Co. - Sidewalk Café Application - 
RATIFIED  
Item 11: Letter to DOT re 601 W 26th Street - Hav & Mar Restaurant – Sidewalk Café Application - 
RATIFIED  
Item 12: Letter to DOT re 85 10th Avenue – 85 Tenth Restaurants LLC – Sidewalk Application - 
RATIFIED  
Item 13: Letter to DOT re 626 10th Avenue - Chef Jemiko Inc.– Sidewalk Application - RATIFIED  
Item 14: Letter to DOT re 773 10th Avenue - Frena Mediterranean LLC – Sidewalk Application - 
TABLED 
Item 15: Letter to DOT re 773 10th Avenue - Frena Mediterranean LLC – Roadway Application - 
TABLED 
Item 16: Letter to SLA re 689 9th Avenue – Ancash Inc.  APPROVED 
Item 17: Letter to SLA re 615 9th Avenue – Indigo Kitchen Inc  APPROVED 
Item 18: Letter to SLA re 441 9th Avenue - Westside Pozole LLC   APPROVED 
Item 19: Letter to SLA re 410 10th Avenue a/k/a 460 W 34th Street - Entity to be formed by Satoru 
Yasumatsu   APPROVED 
Item 20: Letter to SLA re 265 8th Avenue - 23 Pier Inc   APPROVED 
Item 21: Letter to SLA re 727-731 8th Avenue – Jack’s All Day 46th LLC. SENT BACK TO 
COMMITTEE 
Item 22: Letter to SLA re 517 W 34th Street - 509 W 34 TRS LLC and GKED Holdings Company LLC 
as Mgr.   APPROVED 
Item 23: Letter to SLA re 555 W 38th Street - Caffe 555 LLC   APPROVED 
Item 24: Letter to SLA re 366 W 30th Street - Thirteen Water LLC.   APPROVED 
Item 25: Letter to SLA re 315 W 48th Street – 315 W 48 St Restaurant Corp.   APPROVED 
Item 26: Letter to SLA re 104 8th Avenue - Dino Ramen Inc   APPROVED 
Item 27: Letter to SLA re 401 West 52nd Street a/k/a 781 9th Avenue - The Red Stache LLC   
APPROVED 
Item 28: Letter to SLA re 537a W 23rd Street - Cafe by the Girls   APPROVED 
Item 29: Letter to SLA re 626 10th Avenue - Chef Jemiko Inc.   APPROVED 
Item 30: Letter to SLA re 773 10th Avenue - Frena Mediterranean LLC. SENT BACK TO COMMITTEE 
Item 31: Letter to SLA re 85 10th Avenue – 85 Tenth Restaurants LLC   APPROVED 
Item 32: Letter to SLA re 601 W 26th Street - Hav & Mar Restaurant   APPROVED 
Item 33: Letter to SLA re 160 8th Avenue - DaAndrea Ristorante   APPROVED 
Item 34: Letter to SLA re 585 6th Avenue - Hummus & Pita Co   APPROVED 
  
Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee (CHKLU) 



 

 

Item 35: Letter to DCP re Port Authority Bus Terminal Replacement Land Use Application   
APPROVED 
Item 36: Letter to DCP re Modification to the Privately Owned Public Space at 525 8th Avenue   
APPROVED 
  
 
Chelsea Land Use Committee 
Item 37: Letter to Elected Representatives re Chelsea NYCHA F.E.C. Process   APPROVED 
Item 38: Letter to LPC re 436 West 20th Street Façade Modification RATIFIED  
  
Housing Health & Human Services (HHHS) 
Item 39: Letter to DCP and City Council re City of Yes for Housing Opportunity Text Amendment   
APPROVED 
  
Waterfront, Parks, & Environment Committee (WPE) 
Item 40: Letter to DPR re Pilot Program for E-Bikes in Parks   APPROVED 
Item 41: Letter to Mayor’s Office of Climate and Environmental Justice re Environmental concerns 
in Community District 4   APPROVED 
Item 42: Letter to Gateway Development Commission re Impacts of Hudson River Tunnel Project 
on Hudson River Park RATIFIED  
Item 43: Letter to EDC re Shore Power Feasibility Study   APPROVED 
  
Transportation Planning Committee (TPC) 
Item 44: Letter to DOT re Need for Cross-town bike paths   APPROVED 
Item 45: Letter to DOT marking rules for daylighting intersections throughout NYC   APPROVED 
Item 46: Joint Community Boards Letter to Governor Hochul re Congestion Pricing - RATIFIED  
Item 47: Letter to DOT re Citibike Safety issues at World Wide Plaza  APPROVED 
Item 48: Letter to World Wide Plaza re Citibike safety issues  APPROVED 
Item 49: Letter to Mayor re 8th Avenue Traffic Issues  APPROVED 
Item 50: Letter to MTA re Update on damaged grates in Community District 4  APPROVED 
  
New Business 
  
Nothing to Report 
Arts, Culture, Education, and Schools Committee (ACES) 
Executive Committee (EXEC) 
Cannabis Task Force 
 
 

 

See appended vote sheet for complete details for each item’s vote 

 

Meeting Resolution 

Adjournment Meeting was adjourned at appx. 9:40 pm 

Next Meeting Date and Location 6:30pm on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024 

Hybrid Meeting 

 



 

 

 

As recorded by Katy Stokes. 

 

 

 



VOTING KEY                   
Y=Yes                                    
N=No                                          
A=Abstain                                  
PNE=Present, not eligible        
A'-- = No vote ATTENDANCE 
KEY                                     
P=Present      (IP v. V)               
Ab=Absent                                
E=Excused
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Christine Berthet IP P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Gwen Billig E E
Leslie Boghosian Murphy IP P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
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Lisa David A A
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Hector Vazquez IP P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
David Warren V P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Rodney Washington IP P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Alice Wong A A
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VOTING KEY                   
Y=Yes                                    
N=No                                       
A=Abstain                               
PNE=Present, not eligible      
A'-- = No vote ATTENDANCE 
KEY                                     
P=Present      (IP v. V)             
Ab=Absent                              
E=Excused
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P / Y 40 40 40 40 40 40 0 38 40 40 40 39 39 29 31 33 34 38 37 39 38 39 33 38 38 37 37
Ab / N 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 7 6 3 0 0 0 1 0 6 0 0 2 0
E / A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
PNE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
A'-- 2 2 2 2 2 2 0 3 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 3 5

Theodore Arenas Y Y Y Y Y Y A'-- Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Roberta Barnett Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Christine Berthet Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'--
Gwen Billig
Leslie Boghosian Murphy Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Viren Brahmbhatt Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Liam Buckley Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Jessica Chait Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Kevin Collins Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Lisa David
Maarten de Kadt Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y
Paul Devlin Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Pete Diaz Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Wendy Gonzalez Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Max Goodstein Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y N PNE PNE PNE Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Matt Green
Jesse Greenwald A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'--
Candice Hewitt Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
David Holowka Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Frank Holozubiec Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Josephine Ishmon
Inge Ivchenko Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Kerry Keenan Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Ella Kim Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Raul Larios Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A'--
Burt Lazarin Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Christopher LeBron
Rachel Lee Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Jeffrey LeFrancois Y Y Y Y Y Y PNE Y Y Y Y Y PNE Y N N Y PNE Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
James MacDonald A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'--
Betty Mackintosh Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Sanford Miller Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y N N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Chenise Mitchell Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Gregory Morris Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Tina Nelson Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Michael Noble Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y PNE Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y
J.D. Noland Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y N Y N Y Y Y Y
Maria Ortiz Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Allen Oster Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Brad Pascarella Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y
Joe Restuccia Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Delores Rubin Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N A'-- A'-- N A'--
Catie Savage Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Katy Stokes Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Hector Vazquez Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y PNE N N N Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y
David Warren Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Rodney Washington Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Alice Wong

D
E
F
E
R
R
E
D

B
A
C
K 

T
O

C
O
M
M
I
T
T
E
E

Full Board Meeting of Manhattan Community Board 4 July 24, 2024


