
Jeffrey LeFrancois 

Chair 

Jesse R. Bodine 

District Manager 

May 2022 Full Board Minutes 

Meeting Date / 

Location 

The Full Board met at 6:30pm on Wednesday, May 4, 2022, via Zoom webinar and was 

simultaneously live streamed on YouTube. It can be viewed at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PatiRd1lI9w 

Presentation Presentation: Deputy Inspector John L. O'Connell from the Midtown North Precinct 

• Deputy Inspector O’Connell is the new Commanding Officer of the Midtown North

Precinct. He’s focused on engagement and being accessible within the community,

as well as addressing the perception of people not feeling safe in the neighborhood.

• The precinct is experiencing a substantial increase in property crime, including

grand larcenies and burglaries. Many perpetrators are stealing due to other

underlying issues like drug addiction that they are trying to fund.

• While the precinct has been addressing the crimes through an increase in arrests, the

precinct is also trying to address root causes, including working with City resources

and 3-11 to help people with mental health issues and referring those in need of

treatment.

• The precinct won’t be receiving an increase in staffing from the Mayor’s recent gun

violence initiative, since it is not in the City’s top 40 precincts for gun violence, but

it does receive support from Critical Response Command (CRC, which covers high-

profile areas) and Borough Patrol. The precinct could also be receiving new officers

from the next Police Academy graduating class.

• Apps that allow people to report crimes, e.g., the Citizen app, can spread false

reports and may contribute to misperceptions of the level of crime in the

neighborhood.

• The Precinct’s Community Precinct Council meeting is held on the 3rd Tuesday of

each month at 7pm.

Presentation Presentation: Rachel Hutt, Senior Volunteer Recruitment Manager at iMentor 

• iMentor matches high school students with long term one-on-one mentors. iMentor

partners with public high schools, helping students through their junior and senior

years of high school, and through college.

• Many mentees are first-generation college students, 98% identify as students of

color, and 70% speak an additional language beyond English.

• iMentor high school partners include the Business of Sports School and Hudson

High School of Learning Technologies within Manhattan Community District 4

(MCD4).

• iMentor is actively recruiting 1,500 volunteers to begin in Fall 2022. Mentors

should be age 21+ and be able to commute to the mentee’s school at least one
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evening a month. Being a mentor is a two-year commitment, with a monthly 

commitment of 2-4 hours. 

• Prospective mentors should visit www.imentor.org/volunteer. Select that you found

out about iMentor via a Community Group/Organization, Manhattan Community

Board 4.

Public Hearing Public Hearing: 9th Avenue Roadway Restoration and Upgrade Project 

• The Public Hearing was introduced by MCB4 Transportation Committee (TRANS)

Co-Chair Christine Berthet.

• The reconstruction of the upper part of 9th Avenue in our district was postponed

since 2020 due to the pandemic, but is now going to begin, with the addition of

some benefits including sidewalk widening and relocation of the bike lane.

• However, the work will displace 34 dining sheds which need to be off the avenue

between May and November this year.

Public Hearing Speakers 

Matt Birde Mr. Birde is the owner of Valhalla Bar on 54th Street and 9th Avenue. He has spoken to other 

merchants in the area and agrees the roadwork project will be ultimately beneficial; 

however, their concern is the timing of the project. Establishments are not yet back to pre-

pandemic levels financially. May and June are typically the best months to offset revenue 

losses from January-February and July-August. He is hoping that the project could be 

pushed back to start in July to make up some revenue in May and June. The sheds, which 

have needed to be dismantled, also cost a lot of money to build. Mr. Birde is also concerned 

about the noise pollution and dust associated with construction. 

Public Session Speakers 

Kira Levy Ms. Levy spoke on behalf of the Hudson River Park Trust. She announced that the Hudson 

River Park 2022 event season will be live on their website tomorrow: 

https://hudsonriverpark.org/visit/events/. The Park is excited to bring back a full-scale 

summer season, which runs through November. Ms. Levy also encourages residents to 

sign-up for their email list to receive event announcements and calendar details. 

Catie Savage Ms. Savage announced that Manhattan Community Boathouse will be opening for free 

public kayaking on Saturdays and Sundays starting on Memorial Day Weekend. 

Reservations are encouraged, at https://www.manhattancommunityboathouse.org/. 

Weekday evening sessions may be added in the future as well. 

Ms. Savage, who is the Founder of the Hell’s Kitchen Litter Legion, also announced that 

the group will have a booth between 52nd and 53rd Streets at the 9th Avenue Food Festival. 

They will have games and zero-waste bags from the Department of Sanitation (DSNY). 

Susan Wallitt Ms. Wallitt lives at Penn South, on a high floor facing west 25th Street where the temporary 

dog park has opened. In recent weeks, disruptive noise from the dog park has increased 

substantially. Noise reverberates within the open space, and she is awoken by dogs barking 

prior to 8:30am. Mornings, lunch time and after work are the loudest. She would like 

something to be attached to walls around the dog park to absorb the sound and encourages 

reevaluating the dog park before any decision to make it permanent. 

Zazel Loven Ms. Loven is Chair of the Chelsea Waterside Park Association. She thanks the Board for 

considering the street co-naming for Mr. Robert Trentlyon. Ms. Loven encourages the 

Board to meet with the Department of Transportation (DOT) if co-naming is approved, in 

order to finalize its location. 

http://www.imentor.org/volunteer
https://hudsonriverpark.org/visit/events/
https://www.manhattancommunityboathouse.org/


Lisa Wager Ms. Wager is Director of Government and Community Relations at the Fashion Institute of 

Technology (FIT). The annual graduating students’ exhibition will be on view from May 

17 to May 29, and presents the work of over 600 FIT art and design students. The 

exhibition includes toy design, textile design, packaging design, graphic design, jewelry 

design, fashion design, accessory design and more. FIT is also hosting Summer Live, a 

precollege program for students in middle and high school, including hands-on learning 

opportunities taught by FIT faculty. Programs start from just a week long, and are offered 

either remotely or on campus. Registration is open at the FIT precollege registration 

webpage. 

Shelli Rosen Ms. Rosen voiced support for the new dog run (at Penn South). Dogs and families are 

happy. Users of the dog park are determined to be considerate to neighbors and are looking 

at ways to raise awareness of the problem of excessive barking in order to be responsive to 

concerns. 

Remarks from Elected Officials and Representatives 

Deputy Borough 

President Keisha 

Sutton-James 

• Manhattan Borough President Mark Levine and several members of his office

attended the rally in Foley Square on May 3, 2022, to express their dismay at the

leaked Supreme Court draft opinion re: Roe v. Wade.  MBP Levine called the draft

opinion a “breathtaking setback and a brutal blow to millions of women…”

• COVID continues to pose significant health risks.  NYC recently moved into the

yellow (medium) risk category as the numbers of COVID patients are rising.  There

are approximately 2,500 new COVID cases a day in the city.  We continue to

recommend that all eligible people get their booster shots and wear masks indoors

in public settings.

• A record number of applications were received for Community Board seats.

Almost 900 applications were received for the 12 Community Boards.  Applicants

should hear responses by next week.  A huge thanks to all who applied!

• NYC is notorious for lacking public restrooms.  This is an issue of equity, public

health, sanitation and tourism.  MPB Levine is advocating for a report that will

address the feasibility of a public bathroom in every zip code across all 5 boroughs.

• MBP Levine’s office partners with an organization called Uptown Wagon, which is a 

collective of neighbors who meet in upper Manhattan to distribute meals and

supplies to neighbors experiencing homelessness.  The next distribution event will

be on May 18th at MBP Levine’s 125th street office.

Councilmember 

Erik Bottcher 
• Councilmember Erik Bottcher’s office organized a rally and press conference in

front of 410 and 412 West 46th Street, which are both owned by the same landlord.  

The goal was to call attention to the abominable conditions that the tenants are

living in, and to put pressure on the landlord to right the many wrongs.  The NYC

Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) is trying to take

control of 410 West 46th Street so that it can do the repairs itself and then bill the

owner.

• The dog run at Chelsea Waterside Park has been closed for renovations, so a

temporary dog run has been opened at Penn South in an underutilized area



between two buildings.  It will be up to the community to decide if this dog run 

should be permanent. 

• Councilmember Bottcher’s campaign to get more people to clean up after their

dogs seems to be gaining traction.  He asked for additional enforcement agents to

be assigned to the District and they have been issuing $250 tickets to people who

fail to clean up after their dogs.

• Mr. Bottcher has visited every school in his District to get an inventory of their

capital needs.

• The councilmember has also done walk-throughs of the NYCHA buildings and met

with community leaders and police representatives to talk about the public safety

issues in NYCHA housing.

• The scaffolding on 21st and 8th Ave. should be removed by the end of the summer,

according to the landlord.  Bottcher’s office will keep an eye to ensure that it

comes down then.

• Bottcher’s office has also introduced a resolution requiring the NYC Department of

Education to teach bike safety in schools.  New York State also mandates that bike

safety is taught in schools.

• Bottcher’s office is also introducing a resolution to double the fines on vehicles for

excessive noise (e.g. mufflers, exhaust, honking).

Congressmember 

Jerrold Nadler 
Congressmember Nadler provided the following comments and updates: 

• Reproductive rights: Last night, an initial draft opinion to overturn Roe v. Wade

was leaked. If this report proves true, this decision will represent an

unconscionable rollback of fundamental rights—rights to equality, autonomy, and

reproductive health—for all people living in the U.S. The right to have an abortion

is fundamental to women’s health, equality, autonomy, and personal liberty.

Making decisions about when and how to start a family is central to women’s lives.

If women cannot make decisions about their reproductive health, they cannot

make decisions about starting a career, going to school, opening a business, and

planning their lives.  Last year, the House voted to pass the Women’s Health

Protection Act, which would codify the protections in Roe v. Wade and block all

ongoing and future attempts to eliminate a woman’s right to safe and legal

abortion care. The Senate can and must end the filibuster and pass this legislation

to end the decades long war on abortion and on women’s underlying freedom to

control their own lives. I will keep fighting to ensure that every person, regardless

of state of residence, income, race, or any other factor, retains their constitutional

right to access abortion.

• Ukraine: I am proud that Congress has already delivered $13.6 billion in

humanitarian, military and economic support for Ukraine – which is being

delivered with extraordinary speed, every day, to those in need on the ground in

Ukraine.  Congress has also successfully passed into law critical legislation to

punish and weaken Russia – including by holding it accountable for its war crimes,

cut off the engine of its war economy, and isolate it from the world



economy.  Congress and the Biden Administration, together with our allies and 

partners, are committed to standing with the people of Ukraine as they 

courageously defend themselves and their nation against Putin’s horrific war.  As 

Chair of the Congressional Jewish Caucus, I will continue to hold Putin and his 

cronies responsible for the blatant antisemitism that is being used to justify his 

cruel and unnecessary invasion. 

• Helicopters: New York City has one of the highest rates of helicopter use in the 
world. Furthermore, New York City is one of the most densely populated cities in 
the United States, exponentially increasing the potential dangers of a helicopter 
accident in our city. There is no justification for allowing tourists to joy-ride 
through our skies, endangering people below and adding to the heavy burden of 
noise pollution residents already endure. Commuter helicopter flights impose 

risks to the community that far outweigh any benefits to the very small number of 
people who use them. I have introduced two pieces of legislation this Congress to 
substantially reduce the number of non-essential helicopter flights over New York 
City. I plan to introduce two more bills over the next month to force the FAA to 
take action. I am also pleased to have included a provision in the Fiscal Year 2023 
government spending bill that will require the FAA to initiate regulations 
addressing helicopter noise and safety issues above New York City within one 

year, unless the agency can demonstrate that the six voluntary measures it 
recommended in May have proven to be effective.

• Redistricting: The New York State Court of Appeals has rejected the redistricted 
Congressional and State Senate maps and has appointed a Special Master to 
redraw these maps. We expect these new maps in the coming days.  My top 
concern is ensuring that these maps keep communities of interest together and 
adhere to the Voting Rights Act.  The primary, originally scheduled for June 28th, 
will be moved to August. I know a lot of people are out of town around then, so 

be sure to vote early or request an absentee ballot. 

Board Reports & Business 

Adoption of Agenda and 

Minutes 

The Agenda and Minutes were both adopted unanimously. 

District Manager Report The District Manager gave the following updates: 

• The Open Meetings law has been amended for 2 years to allow flexibility

for board members to participate in a hybrid fashion. Manhattan

Community Board 4 (MCB4) will be required to create a policy and hold a

public hearing, which will be done at the June full board meeting.

• May Committee Schedule:

o All committees are meeting at their regularly scheduled time.



Board Chair Report The Chair gave the following updates: 

Small Meetings and Ongoing Working Groups  

• Ongoing Working Groups:

o Port Authority Bus Terminal Replacement Working Group is on

pause until Port Authority is prepared to present their revised plans

in response to MCB4 and other agencies’ comments.

o Penn Station Area Civic and Land Use Project Working Group-

The Community Advisory Council group received updates on the

Penn Station Redevelopment Plan, but the outcome was

underwhelming. The MCB4 working group will meet about next

steps tomorrow.

o Sanitation Planning Working Group- The working group continues

to meet with city agencies including the Department of City

Planning (DCP) and the Manhattan and Bronx Solid Waste

Advisory Boards (SWABs).

• Other Small Meetings & Board Activities:

o Chelsea Hell’s Kitchen Land Use (CHKLU)- Continued meeting

with owners of 343 West 47th Street and Department of Buildings

(DOB).

o MCB4 office is meeting with Department of Design and

Construction (DDC) and Department of Environmental Protection

(DEP) re Water Main Project MED 669 7th Ave from West 14th-

34th Street.

• MCB4 provided the following testimony:

o Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) re: 417-419-421 West

20th Street and 442 West 22nd Street.

o The City Planning Commission (CPC) held a public hearing as part

of the Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP) for 806 9th

Avenue (MTA Site); the Chair along with Board Members Joe

Restuccia, JD Nolan and Paul Devlin submitted the board’s formal

testimony. Board Members Delores Rubin and Maria Ortiz also

submitted additional comments.

Action Items 
Motions, Amendments, & 

Comments 
Result 

Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee (CHKLU) 

Item 01: Letter to Mayor’s Office and HPD re 

Bettering the collaborative Working Process 
Tabled 

Business License & Permits Committee (BLP) 

Item 02: Letter to SLA re 60 9th Avenue - Chelsea 

Market Events Inc.  

Passed with 38 In 

Favor, 1 Present Not 

Eligible 



Item 03: Letter to SLA re 119 W 23rd Street - Poster 

House Inc. and Great Performances/Artists as 

Waitresses Inc as Manager  

Passed with 38 In 

Favor, 1 Opposed 

Item 04: Letter to SLA re 200 8th Avenue - Ariyasap 

Inc.  
Passed Unanimously 

Item 05: Letter to SLA re 320 W 36th Street - Flat Top 

Midtown LLC.  

Passed with 37 In 

Favor, 2 Opposed 

Item 06: Letter to SLA re 325 W 38th Street - Coexist 

Gaming Inc.  
Passed Unanimously 

Item 07: Letter to SLA re 331 W 51st Street - This 

Must be the Place Group LLC  
Passed Unanimously 

Item 08: Letter to SLA re 358 W 46th Street - J 

Entertainment Group Inc.  
Passed Unanimously 

Item 09: Letter to SLA re 400 W 42nd Street - POD TS 

F&B LLC and Cafe Serafina West 42 LLC as Manager  
Passed Unanimously 

Item 10: Letter to SLA re 401 W 53rd Street - 

Omakase LLC.  
Passed Unanimously 

Item 11: Letter to SLA re 744 9th Avenue - DeSousa 

LLC.  
Passed Unanimously 

Waterfront, Parks & Environment Committee (WPE) 

Item 12: Letter to NYC Council & Parks re Temporary 

Dog Run at Penn South  Friendly amendments accepted Passed Unanimously 

Item 13: Letter to Mayor’s Office re Parks Budget Cuts 

Friendly amendment accepted 

Passed with 38 In 

Favor, 1 Present Not 

Eligible 

Transportation Planning Committee (TRANS) 

Item 14: Letter to DOT/DDC re 9th Avenue Roadway 

Restoration and Upgrade Project (59th-34th Streets)  
Friendly amendments accepted Passed Unanimously 

Item 15: Letter to Brookfield Properties re High Line 

Connector Project  Friendly amendment accepted 

Passed with 37 In 

Favor, 2 Present Not 

Eligible 

Item 16: Letter to Meatpacking BID re Design Plans for 

Western Gateway Area  

Passed with 37 In 

Favor, 1 Opposed, 1 

Present Not Eligible 

Item 17: Letter to DOT re Intercity Bus Practices Passed Unanimously 

Item 18: Letter to City Council re Street Co-Naming in 

honor of Bob Trentlyon at 24th Street/11th Avenue  
Friendly amendment accepted Passed Unanimously 

Housing, Health & Human Services Committee (HHS) 

Item 19: MCB4 Social Service Provider Checklist Tabled 

Meeting Resolution 

Adjournment Meeting was adjourned at 9:34pm. 

Next Meeting Date and Location 6:30pm June 1, 2022 

As recorded by Blake Kurisu and Katy Stokes 



VOTING KEY                   
Y=Yes                                    
N=No                                        
A=Abstain                                
PNE=Present, not eligible       
A'-- = No vote ATTENDANCE 
KEY                                     
P=Present                                
Ab=Absent                               
E=Excused
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P / Y 41 0 38 38 39 37 39 39 39 39 39 39 39 38 39 37 37 39 39 0
Ab / N 6 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0
E / A 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
PNE 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 1 0 0 0
A'-- 0 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 0

Theodore Arenas P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Roberta Barnett P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Christine Berthet P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Gwen Billig P Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Leslie Boghosian Murphy P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Viren Brahmbhatt A
Jessica Chait A
Dale Corvino A
Maarten de Kadt P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Paul Devlin P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Pete Diaz P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Tina DiFeliciantonio P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Tina Nelson A
Wendy Gonzalez P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Jesse Greenwald P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Candice Hewitt P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
David Holowka P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Frank Holozubiec P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Josephine Ishman A
Peggy Kauh P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Kerry Keenan P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Lowell Kern P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Blake Kurisu P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y PNE Y Y Y
Burt Lazarin P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Christopher LeBron P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Jeffrey LeFrancois P PNE Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y PNE Y Y
Betty Mackintosh P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Sarah Mills P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Michael Noble P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
J.D. Noland P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Maria Ortiz P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Allen Oster P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Brad Pascarella P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Thuy Pham P Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y
Joe Restuccia P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Sabrina Reveron P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y PNE Y Y Y Y Y
Delores Rubin P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y PNE Y Y Y
David Solnick P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Katy Stokes P A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'--
Kit Tollerson P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Hector Vazquez P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Mrinal Vikram P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Rob Walker P Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
James Wallace P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
David Warren P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Leslie Williams A
Alice Wong P A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'-- A'--
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