


74



74









OUTDOOR ITEMS - OTHER THAN SIDEWALK CAFE



- Applicant will determine what outddoor seating is permitted under all applicable laws, inl.cuding NYC Zoning
Resolution, and will provide detail analyses with citations to MCB4 by June 30th. 
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June 26, 2023 

VIA EMAIL  

 

Frank M. Holozubiec, Chair 

Burt Lazarin, Chair 

Business Licenses and Permits Committee 

Manhattan Community Board 4 

424 West 33rd Street, Suite 580 

New York, New York 10001 

 

Re:  Liquor License Application for 50 Hudson Yards  

 

 

To the Committee Chairs,  

I am land use counsel to the owner of 50 Hudson Yards. I have been asked to respond to 

questions raised at the June 13, 2023 Business Licenses and Permits Committee meeting 

regarding applicable zoning regulations.  

You asked how the proposed outdoor seating complies with applicable zoning. The 

proposed outdoor seating will occupy a portion of required sidewalk widening areas at the site.  

Pursuant to ZR Section 33-05, outdoor restaurant seating is permitted within a required sidewalk 

widening, subject to compliance with city council legislation establishing the Permanent Open 

Restaurants program and the rules promulgated by DOT to administer the program. This section 

of the Zoning Resolution states:  

“Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Resolution, outdoor table service areas, 

associated with eating and drinking establishments, meeting all requirements set forth in 

legislation by the City Council and any subsequent rulemaking by an authorized agency 

shall be permitted within any required sidewalk widening areas.” 
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The City enacted this zoning provision in 2021 as part of the Open Restaurants zoning text 

amendment, which removed sidewalk café regulations from the Zoning Resolution in 

anticipation of the creation of the Permanent Open Restaurants program to be administered and 

enforced by DOT. The applicant will seek a license for a sidewalk café from DOT and comply 

with all other requirements of the Permanent Open Restaurants program.  

You also asked whether an illuminated restaurant sign complies with applicable zoning. 

In the C6-4 district in which 50 Hudson Yards is located, zoning permits both non-illuminated 

and illuminated accessory signs (except flashing signs are not permitted within 100 feet of 

Hudson Boulevard). ZR §§ 32-644; 93-16. The zoning provides for a maximum total surface 

area of accessory signs of “five times the street frontage of the zoning lot, but in no event more 

than 500 square feet for interior or through lots or 500 square feet on each frontage for corner 

lots.” ZR § 32-644. The actual size and location of any accessory signs have not been 

determined.  

 Thank you for your consideration, and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 

any questions. 

       Sincerely, 

 
       Zachary Bernstein  

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson 

LLP   

        

        

cc: Jesse Bodine, District Manager Manhattan Community Board 4 

 Andrew Cantor, The Related Companies 
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