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October 14, 2022 
 
Sarah Carroll, Chair 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
David N. Dinkins Municipal Building, 9th Floor North 
1 Centre Street 
New York, NY 10007 
  
Re: CB4 Request for Evaluation of 550 West 20th Street 
  
Dear Chair Carroll: 
  
Manhattan Community Board 4 (CB4) asks for prompt action to our June 21, 2013 
Request for Evaluation of 550 West 20th Street, originally the Seamen’s House YMCA 
and later the Bayview Correctional Facility. The building’s lack of landmark 
protection is now an urgent concern. At its full Board meeting of October 6, 2022, 
MCB4, on the recommendation of the Chelsea Land Use Committee, voted 37 in favor, 0 
opposed, 0 abstaining, and 0 present but not eligible, to approve this letter. 
   
On February 26, 2019, MCB4 sent a second letter to the Commission seeking a response 
to our 2013 Request for Evaluation. LPC wrote back on February 28, 2019, only to say, 
“the agency will review the material and keep you informed of the process.” We’ve heard 
nothing from LPC in the three and a half years since that response. It is now over nine 
years since our initial request without any meaningful action from the Commission. 
 
Currently, the Empire State Development Corporation (ESD) is looking into potentially 
converting the building into supportive housing as part of the Penn Station 
Redevelopment Plan. This follows the failure to re-develop the property by an entity 
approved by ESD in 2016, which has withdrawn its application.  
  
Recently, the New York State Office of General Services conducted work on the 
building. Many of the building’s distinctive, polychrome terra-cotta elements have been 
replaced with conventional brickwork. New York State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) oversight and notification is required on any work on any building declared 
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. The Seamen’s YMCA was 
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declared eligible during the creation of the Special West Chelsea Zoning District. SHPO 
has reported that it was unaware of the work by the Office of General Services. 
  
Actions by the Office of General Services call for the added layer of oversight that New 
York City landmark designation would provide. 
  
The terra-cotta elements are a key to the design intent of the building's notable architects, 
Shreve, Lamb & Harmon, who designed the Empire State Building at about the same 
time. Their stylized ship-prow imagery speaks of the building's original use as the 
Seamen's House YMCA and Chelsea's history as a working waterfront. As noted in our 
2013 Request for Evaluation, the building’s New York City landmark designation would 
be consistent with the earlier designations of the American Seamen’s Friend Society 
Sailors’ Home and Institute at 505-507 West Street and the Keller Hotel at 150 Barrow 
Street, structures similarly built to serve sailors and embodying the community’s history 
as “the heart of the busiest section of the Port of New York” to quote the Keller Hotel’s 
designation report. 
  
The community has had to rely on local elected officials to take action to ensure 
protection of this community asset. Instead, LPC should deliver on its mandate to protect 
our historic assets. 
  
We would appreciate immediate action on our Request for Evaluation before further 
work is done to this building. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jeffrey LeFrancois    Jessica Chait                   Kerry Keenan 
Chair              Co-Chair                  Co-Chair 
Manhattan       Chelsea Land Use            Chelsea Land Use 
Community Board 4      Committee       Committee 
  
  
Enclosure 
cc:  Hon. Mark Levine, Manhattan Borough President  

Hon. Erik Bottcher, City Council 
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