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January 12, 2016 

Robert Malta 
Owner 
Il Bastardo 
191 7th Avenue 
New York New York 10011 

Re: Il Bastardo, 191 7th Avenue 

Dear Mr. Malta 

Manhattan Community Board 4 (“MCB4”) writes to acknowledge that Mr. Sherif Ibrahim, Il 
Bastardo’s Director of Operations and General Manager, appeared before our Quality of Life 
Committee on December 7th, 2015 to respond to a number of constituent complaints regarding the 
operation of your establishment, located at 191 Seventh Avenue.   

We appreciate Mr. Ibrahim’s willingness to address and to take immediate action to rectify the 
problems, which primarily relate to noise, crowd control, customer management, hours of 
operation, capacity, misuse of amplified music, vehicular and pedestrian congestion, illegal 
dancing, and the inebriation of customers.  MCB4 requests written confirmation within ten (10) 
days after receiving this letter that your establishment will abide by its current stipulations, as well 
as those outlined below.  All violations should be cured and ALL stipulations adhered to within 
twenty (20) days. 

Please be aware that the Council of Chelsea Block Associations, as well as neighborhood residents 
and businesses, have sent numerous letters and issued 311 complaints listing quality of life issues, 
in particular, screaming, fighting and vomiting on the sidewalk. 

EXISTING STIPULATIONS 

Occupancy: 
It is MCB4’s understanding that IL Bastardo has a public assembly permit from the Department of 
Buildings (“DOB”) for 169 people (including employees.)  The New York State Liquor Authority 
(“SLA”) has confirmed that the establishment is licensed to serve alcohol to 74 people at a time.  
This includes the exterior café, which is permitted to have twelve (12) tables and twenty-three (23) 
seats.   

Without providing CB4 with documentation proving otherwise, it is our understanding that you are 
operating at more than double the capacity reflected in your Liquor license (169 versus 74.)  This 
appears to be a significant underlying factor triggering many of the problems outlined by the 
complainants, as described below.  Please correct this egregious violation by immediately reducing 
your capacity to 74. 
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1.) In 2022, New York City Restaurant Group (NYCRG), representing Mr. Malta, stated, that at the time of the writing of 
this letter, Mr. Malta was not the owner of the business in question.
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Please note that should you desire to amend your liquor license, you are encouraged to begin the 
process by contacting MCB4’s Business License Committee. 

Hours of Operation: 
It has come to MCB4’s attention that Il Bastardo has been hosting events that take place outside of 
the hours of operation stipulated in your agreement with the SLA.  Thus, Mr. Ibrahim agreed to 
cease holding all such events, and to conduct business strictly during the mandated hours of 
operation.  (As a reminder, your stipulated closing time is midnight, which means that all patrons 
must be off the premises by that time.) 

Background Music/Amplified Sound: 
Since Il Bastardo’s liquor license limits the use of music to “background music”, which is defined 
as amplified music/sound played at levels whereby conversation can be easily held without patrons 
raising their voices.  This also means that amplified music/sound cannot be heard outside of your 
establishment at any time, including moments when doors are opened and closed as customers 
enter and leave.   Mr. Ibrahim agreed that Il Bastardo would adhere to these stipulations. 

MCB4 acknowledges that, after numerous complaints by neighbors, Il Bastardo installed a glass 
vestibule, which helped but did not entirely resolve the issue of amplified sound spillage. 

Live Band/Music/Entertainment: 
Your permit does not include the use of any live band/music/entertainment.  Mr. Ibrahim agreed to 
abide by this stipulation. 

Dancing: 
It has been brought to MCB4's attention that there has been dancing inside your establishment.  
Given that you do not have a cabaret license, any dancing is strictly prohibited.  Mr. Ibrahim 
agreed to adhere to this prohibition. 

NEW STIPULATIONS 
Events: 
Mr. Ibrahim agreed to the cessation of all commercial and/or private events at Il Bastardo that are 
not produced, advertised, marketed and/or organized by Il Bastardo’s owners, staff and/or 
employees.  (This means Il Bastardo may not utilize promoters.) 

Crowd Control: 
As you may be aware, allowing patrons to congregate outside of your establishment impedes 
pedestrian traffic, which not only creates a public nuisance but also poses a hardship for the seeing 
impaired and others who are differently-abled.  This problem has been found to be especially 
serious during Il Bastardo’s weekend brunches, which also generates excessive noise.  As such, 
Mr. Ibrahim agreed to post one “black tie” security guard for every 50 patrons to prevent patrons 
from being overly boisterous.  (This number applies to customers both inside the restaurant, as well 
as outside in the cafe.) 

To further minimize the impact of guests congregating on the sidewalk, Mr. Ibrahim also agreed to: 

• post at least three security guards outside for crowd control whenever large crowds gather outside
of your establishment,

• stagger meal reservations so that patrons enter and leave at varied times,
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• help facilitate the customers’ use of taxis and other forms of transportation, 
 
• ensure that MCB4 has an operating number for residents and business to reach the manager on 
duty—Mr. Ibrahim has provided his cellphone number as 732-979-3850.  Please provide a new 
contact number to MCB4 if there is a change of personnel. 
 
• create a waiting area inside your establishment.  Given the fact that your Certificate of Occupancy 
places a limitation of 169 people (including staff), both inside the restaurant and in the outside cafe, 
the number of waiting patrons in the interior waiting area will not affect the SLA’s liquor serving 
maximum as long as they are not served alcoholic beverages. 
 
Over-Inebriation: 
In an effort to prevent over-inebriation, as per code, Mr. Ibrahim agreed to stop offering “unlimited 
drinks” on site, and to cease advertising the same. 
 
As you know, Il Bastardo’s liquor license was issued by the SLA on the condition that ALL 
stipulations be adhered to, including those outlined in your license AND those negotiated with 
MCB4 prior to the license's issuance.   
 
Moving forward, we kindly request written confirmation that Il Bastardo will comply with the 
abovementioned stipulations that Mr. Ibrahim agreed to at MCB4’s December 7th, 2015 Quality of 
Life Committee Meeting.  Please send your letter to Mr. Jesse Bodine, MCB4 District Manager, 
within ten (10) days of your receipt of this correspondence.  
 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 
 
 
Delores Rubin   David Pincus   Tina DiFeliciantonio 
Chair    Co-Chair   Co-Chair 
Community Board 4  Quality of Life Committee Quality of Life Committee  
 
Enclosure 
cc: Sherif Ibrahim, General Manager, IL Bastardo 

Michael Jones, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
     Hon. Brad Hoylman, State Senate 

Hon. Dick Gottfried, State Assembly 
Hon. Corey Johnson, City Council 

 Bill Borock, Council of Chelsea Block Associations 
 
 
 






















