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June 10, 2021 

 

Melanie La Rocca  

Commissioner  

NYC Department of Buildings 

280 Broadway 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Re: Sidewalk Sheds 

 

Dear Commissioner La Rocca, 

 

Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) thanks members of the Department of Buildings (DOB) 

for attending the May 19 Transportation Planning Committee meeting. We appreciated learning 

more about the Department’s recent efforts to exert greater oversight over sidewalk shed permit 

holders through their “Long Standing Sheds” program, but remain concerned that not enough is 

being done to reduce the number of sheds, the length of time they remain on City sidewalks, and 

the amount of public space they consume. 

 

MCB4, at its June 2nd Full Board meeting, by a vote of 45 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstaining, and 

0 present but not eligible, request that you address in priority the long-standing sheds in our 

community district as part of the program – one of them has been standing for 12 years.  

 

We would also like DOB to provide us with the following additional information, which will 

help us understand how we can best support the Department’s efforts to improve public safety 

and speed of building repairs. 

 

Priority buildings in CD4 

 

• We have attached a list of all properties within MCB4 holding sidewalk shed permits 

since 2016 (5+ years), per DOB data - which of these properties has DOB contacted 

about removing their sheds? 
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Chair 

Jesse Bodine 

District Manager 
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• We also believe the property at 353 West 57 Street (BIN# 1026317) has maintained a 

sidewalk shed for at least five years due to an unsafe façade and has outstanding fines – 

has the DOB contacted this property? What actions can the DOB take to ensure that the 

underlying work at this property is completed and the shed removed? 

 

Questions & Information Requests: 

 

• How many properties in NYC are eligible for the Long-Standing Shed program? How 

many has the DOB contacted since the beginning of its long-standing sheds 

program?  How many contacted building owners have since removed their sidewalk 

sheds?   

 

• We understand that DOB is currently only contacting properties with sheds that have 

been up for more than five years; can DOB expand its long-standing sheds program to 

contact all properties maintaining sheds for longer than one year? 

 

• How many properties have been fined for 1) failure to correct unsafe conditions and 2) 

failure to correct “Safe With Repair and Maintenance Program” (SWARMP) conditions 

since the DOB promulgated its updated Facade Rule in February 2020? 

 

• Does the DOB have the authority to charge higher fees each year a sidewalk shed permit 

is renewed to encourage owners to complete work and remove sheds as quickly as 

possible? 

 

• Does the DOB have the authority to remove the special permit for the use of the new type 

of shed called umbrella sheds and instead create a special approval for the legacy sheds?  

 

• Does the DOB have the authority to change design standards for sidewalk sheds to reduce 

the amount of public space they consume?  For instance, can DOB require shed 

supportive horizontal bars to be situated no lower than eight feet above sidewalks to 

avoid blocking pedestrian movement? Can DOB also prohibit shed legs from being 

placed in the center of sidewalks or in the middle of garage exit lanes? 

 

• What legislative changes does DOB believe would help reduce the number and duration 

of sidewalk sheds? 

 

We look forward to receiving your responses. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Lowell D. Kern 

Chair 

Manhattan Community Board 4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christine Berthet     Dale Corvino 

Co-chair      Co-chair 

Transportation Planning Committee   Transportation Planning Committee 

 

Enclosure 

 

Cc: Corey Johnson, NYC Council Speaker 

Hon. Ben Kallos, NYC Council Member 

Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


