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May 2021 Full Board Minutes

The Full Board met on Wednesday, May 5, 2021, via Zoom Webinar. Chair Lowell Kern

called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm after the District Manager confirmed the existence

of a quorum. The meeting can be viewed on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Av-fiFPJwLc

Presentation: NYC Campaign Finance Board on Ranked Choice Voting

Allie Swatek, the Director of Policy and Research at the Campaign Finance Board, gave
an overview of the ranked choice voting process. She explained that it would be used for
the first time Citywide in the June 22 primary election for city offices and that it would not
be extended to either state or federal elections. Neither would it be used for local races
like district attorneys or judgeships. It allows voters to rank up to five candidates in order
of preference, instead of just one. Ranked Choice Voting came about via a ballot question
created by the 2019 Charter Revision Commission; it received a 73.5% YES vote by New
York City voters.

Ms. Swatek demonstrated the proper way to fill in a ballot and noted that voters should
take care not to rank a candidate more than once and not to assign more than one
candidate the same rank. Such ballots will be rejected by a ballot scanner during in-person
voting but will be a problem for absentee voters. A winning candidate is one who receives
more than 50% of first-choice votes. If no candidate receives more than 50% of first-choice
votes, then counting will continue in rounds that result in the candidate with the least
number of votes being eliminated. The process continues until there are only two
candidates left and, the one with the most votes, wins.

The Campaign Finance Board will partner with Borough President Brewer on a training
panel on Tuesday, May 11 from 6:30 — 8:00 pm.

Presentation: Land Use Application for The Windermere — 400 W. 57th Street

1.D. Noland, the Chair of the Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee, explained the
application which is the subject of Agenda Item 1. The Windermere is a landmarked
building located at the corner of Ninth Avenue and West 57th Street that was built in 1882.
The owner of the building is seeking waivers that will allow its restoration and conversion
into either a hotel or other commercial use, all subject to a cure imposed by HPD requiring
the inclusion of affordable housing.

No one from the public came forward to speak, so the hearing was closed.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Av-fiFPJwLc

Lisa Wager

Brian Weber

Caitlin Ervin

Jennifer Mallicote

Senator Brad
Hoylman

Public Session

Ms. Wager is the Director of the Office of Government Relations at the Fashion Institute
of Technology. She made the following announcements:

e FIT has won a third consecutive award from the National Endowment for the Arts
of $25,000 for STEM education to support sustainable programming through
2021.

e The Annual School of Art and Design graduating student exhibition will go online
on May 10. It presents the jury-award-winning and thesis project work of more
than 500 student graduates in 16 areas of study, such as toy design, interior
design, footwear and accessories design, packaging design, jewelry design,
animation and interactive game design, and fashion design.

e The FIT bachelor’s degree Fashion Design Runway Show will go online on May 17.
The show gets international media attention every year and, this year, it is
accessible on the FIT website at https://www.fitnyc.edu/

Mr. Weber spoke on behalf of the newly-constituted Midtown South Community Council.
Its first meeting was held on April 27 and, going forward, meetings will be held on the
fourth Tuesday of every month via Zoom.

Ms. Ervin is a staff associate with the New York State Nurses Association who works at Mt.
Sinai West. She spoke about the addiction unit at her hospital being closed since January
due to the pandemic and asked the Board to support her efforts in getting it reopened.
She was advised to work with CB4 staff and the Housing, Health & Human Services
Committee in that regard.

Ms. Mallicote complained that she, as a member of the Midtown South Community
Council before its recent reorganization, was not notified about the formation of a new
group that would usurp hers as the new Community Council. She was advised to follow
the process that was explained to the previous speaker and begin by communicating with
CB4 staff.

Remarks from Elected Officials and Representatives

Senator Hoylman provided the following updates:

e Heintroduced legislation along with Assemblymember Gottfried called the Empire
Station Complex Public Review Act. It would require that all land use decisions
regarding the Complex be subject to the City’s ULURP process, the same review
process that all city agencies must adhere to when acquiring property and siting
capital projects. The Act would cover the Governor’s proposal to demolish full city
blocks and build 10 high-rise buildings on the vacated property. Community Boards
4 and 5 will thus have a say on matters related to the project.

e He held a Townhall with Assemblymember Rosenthal and Dr. Peter Marks who is
the gatekeeper at the FDA for COVID-19 vaccines and the final sign-off for
approval. The biggest takeaway from the event is that the currently approved
vaccines work to protect against all known variants of the virus.


https://www.fitnyc.edu/

Congresswoman
Carolyn Maloney

He and ten Senate colleagues sent a letter to the management of the Metropolitan
Opera asking that they come to an agreement with backstage workers and
musicians who are currently locked out over contract disputes.

He introduced a bill that was passed in the Senate that would require state agency
websites to be translated for non-English speakers. It calls for translation of the top
twelve languages spoken by New York State residents, many of whom have been
disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 crisis.

The eviction moratorium that was passed earlier this session has been extended
for both evictions and foreclosures until August 31. Efforts have now begun to
distribute as soon as possible the $2.4 billion that was provided in the budget for
emergency rental and utility assistance for income-eligible renters and commercial
tenants.

Another important bill that Mr. Hoylman passed through committee is the
Manhattan Mom and Pop Tax Relief Act. The bill is going to suspend the collection
of a very unfair tax on our small businesses called the Commercial Rent Tax. The
tax is only applied to businesses south of 96th Street in Manhattan because it was
repealed everywhere else.

The Senator thanked his colleagues for their work on the budget and especially in
getting an increase of $3.1 billion for aid to public schools.

There is a doubling in the budget for the New York City musical and theatrical
production tax credit from $50 million, which the Governor proposed, to $100
million. The budget also includes an $800 million small business recovery grant
program to assist small businesses that were affected by state-mandated
lockdowns during the pandemic. The legislature also passed a $25 million
restaurant resiliency grant program and a $35 million restaurant return-to-work
tax credit.

Congresswoman Maloney gave these updates:

She spoke about being one of the few guests at President Biden’s joint address to
Congress and was thrilled to have a President who could deliver $1.9 trillion to the
country through the American Rescue Plan. Most importantly, he focused on
vaccinations; he had promised to have 100 million people vaccinated in his first
100 days and he surpassed that to 220 million. By the end of May, there are going
to be enough doses to vaccinate everyone. There is funding now for pop-up
vaccination centers, not only at hospital centers but community health centers as
well.

The economy is picking up. The current GDP growth rate for the first quarter is
6.4% -- the highest it's been since she has been in office and is usually around the
3% rate.

On the American Rescue Plan, Ms. Maloney chaired the committee that oversaw
$255 billion that went to cities and states in a manner that allowed for flexibility.
This is the area where Democrats and Republicans fought the most, with
Republicans not wanting to give any money to cities and states. When you
combine everything that includes direct grants, the unemployment subsidy, the
money for the MTA and small businesses, the PPP grants, and the money to help
renters stay in their homes, that comes out to roughly $100 billion to New York
State alone.

Coming up next is the American Jobs Plan that deals with the infrastructure that
needs repair. It’s something that everyone always talks about but is now hoped will
finally be passed.



There is also the American Families Plan which will invest in our kids and our
families, which Ms. Maloney has been fighting for during her entire career. The
American Families Plan is a once-in-a-generation investment in the foundations of
middle-class prosperity, education, healthcare, and childcare. For the first time,
federal money will fund Pre-K for 3- and 4-year-old children across all of the City’s
five boroughs.

Within the American Jobs Plan, Ms. Maloney is pushing for an extension of the
Second Avenue Subway up to 125th Street and, eventually, all the way down to the
tip of Manhattan. Part of the $3 billion in the Plan would go to connecting the LIRR
to Grand Central and making upgrades to the Terminal itself. She is also pushing for
high-speed rail service between New York and Boston.

Ms. Maloney has been working on a bill for years that would ban all non-essential
helicopter flights over New York City airspace.

Tomorrow, Ms. Maloney will chair a hearing on Black maternal health. Black
women are three times more likely than white women to die in childbirth. She has
a slew of initiatives and ideas on how to address this and make it happen.

Next week, she is chairing an oversight hearing on the January Sixth attack on the
Capitol, where two major former Trump appointees will testify. The following day,
there will be a hearing on the Post Office where the financial problems that they
are confronting will be addressed.

Emily Bartosek for Ms. Bartosek gave the following updates:

Assemblymember
Linda Rosenthal

Ms. Rosenthal and Senator Serrano will be hosting a Shred Day Event on May 23 in
front of our district office on West 72nd Street from 10 am to 2 pm.

Our office has begun receiving an influx of calls again about unemployment issues.
The Department of Labor has put out a lot of mixed and confusing messaging
about who needs to reapply at the end of their benefit year. So, we've been
hearing from a lot of constituents that their benefits paused around March and
that the DOL has to reset their accounts. We have asked the DOL to correct these
issues

We also recently wrote a letter to Con Edison after we learned about a building
where tenants have been without gas since October. There has been a gas repair
that needs to be done, but Con Ed has been charging constituents $30 a month for
a service fee. Con Ed claims that there is a policy that they follow that requires this
and we, therefore, asked that this absurd policy be eliminated, and the impacted
tenants are given a refund.

Borough President The Borough President provided her monthly updates:

Gale Brewer

She has had two press conferences recently about the City refusing to open senior
centers while it has opened other venues, such as gyms, restaurants, museums,
movie theaters, and coffee shops. Seniors have been clamoring to get back into
these vital facilities and she is not giving up trying to make that happen.

Her office has been working with the Board and others to resolve some of the
public safety issues in the district but still has not been advised by the Department
of Homeless Services as to when the temporary hotel shelters will be closed. She
noted that the Mayor’s Business District Recovery Initiative may improve public
safety, but it does not include community stakeholders, including CB4.

She noted the increase in anti-Asian hate crimes around the City, including the
ones on West 43rd Street and in front of Manhattan Plaza. Ms. Brewer is
advocating for more funding and volunteer aid for the groups that support the



Asian community. The office has sent letters to the Port Authority and hotels in the
area seeking their help as well.

Ms. Brewer complimented the Board for its work on the Empire Station Complex
and is pleased that the Governor has finally gotten the message about our
community’s concerns. She added that the inclusion of open public space in the
project is something that must be kept in mind.

She and Councilmember Rosenthal have introduced a bill regarding empty
storefronts that includes mediation and is thus different from the ones that have
been pending for the last 30 years.

There have been ongoing meetings every Tuesday at 3 pm concerning the issue of
when stores and restaurants should be allowed to reopen. Most recently, the topic
of liquor licenses was discussed as it relates to the amount of time it takes for the
SLA to issue a liquor license after community board consideration. She asked that
we seek clarification from the SLA on the reasons for its six-month lag time.

There is a big push for having as many high school graduations this year as possible
and she complimented the Intrepid Museum for making its space available.

Ms. Brewer will be hosting an information session with the Campaign Finance
Board on Tuesday, May 11 from 6:30-8:00 pm on ranked choice voting. Register at
bit.ly/RCVManahattaninfo.

Phillip Ellison for Mr. Ellison stated that he was attending the meeting only as an observer but was available
Public Advocate for questions.

Jumaane Williams

Board Reports & Business

Adoption of Agenda and The Agenda, as amended, and the April minutes were unanimously approved.

Minutes

Highlights of events the District Manager or Staff attended on behalf of the Board

District Manager Report and upcoming events:

Board Chair Report

e The Board office staff have begun returning to the office. At this time, we
will not be taking walk-ins. We continue to be reachable by phone and
email and can easily schedule a virtual meeting or site visit.

e The Board office has begun receiving calls inquiring about the Key Parks
and Astro Dog Run. As the District Office begins its reopening process, we
will be scheduling a time on either a weekly or once every two weeks date
and time for key pick-ups. The office is currently in discussions with the
organizations that manage both the key parks and the dog run and hope to
have a firm reopening date shortly.

May Committee Updates and Board Reminders:
e All Committees meet at their regular times.

Ongoing Working Group and Other Projects
e The Empire Station Complex Working Group continues to meet.
e The Port Authority Bus Terminal Working Group is moving forward.



e The Highline East, which is the extension of the Highline from its current
terminus on West 30th Street and 10th Avenue all the way over to
Manhattan West farther East.

Small Meetings in April:
e EXEC\TRANS met with Senator Brad Hoylman regarding the future of the
West 30th Street Heliport.
e CHKLU: Restarting meeting with owners of 317-319 West 35th Street and
HPD and DOB to resolve illegal demolition issues.

New and Retiring Members:
e As Borough President mentioned earlier, new members are expected to be
appointed in June.
e Four current members have chosen not to reapply this year. | thank them
for their many years of service. They are Martin Treat, Brian Sokal, Bret
Firfer, and Judith Dahill.

Motions, Amendments, &

Action ltems Result
Comments
Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee (CHKLU)
Item 1: Letter to DCP re Land Use Application for the Passed
Windermere Building — 400 W. 57th Street Unanimously
Letter 2: Letter to LPC re LPC Decision on MCB4 Hell’s Kitchen & Passed
Paddy’s Market Historic District Applications Unanimously
Chelsea Land Use Committee (CLU)
Item 3: Letter to DOE re DOE’s change in admission policies Passed with 35 In
As amended. Favor an.d 1
Abstention
Business License and Permits Committee (BLP)
Item 4: Letter to SLA re 765 8th Avenue - O Yeah America Passed
Kitchens and Bar LLC Items 4 — 16 were bundled  Unanimously
Item 5: Letter to SLA re 462 9th Avenue - Jaden Catering Corp. Passed

Unanimously

Item 6: Letter to SLA re 735 10th Avenue - Hasalon NYC LLC Passed
Unanimously

Item 7: Letter to SLA re 557 12th Avenue - Pier 84 Chip Shop LLC Passed
Unanimously

Item 8: Letter to SLA re 103 W 14th Street - GV Wings LLC Passed
Unanimously



Item 9: Letter to SLA re 441 8th Avenue a/k/a 372 9th Avenue -
Aramark Services Inc.

Item 10: Letter to SLA re 339 W 44th Street - Dark Side of the
Moo

Item 11: Letter to SLA re 656 9th Avenue - An Entity to be
formed by Tito Rocks LLC

Item 12: Letter to SLA re 1000 S 8th Avenue, Space# 8 -
TSFDOTG LLC

Item 13: Letter to SLA re 554 W 28th Street - Eagle Open
Kitchen LLC

Item 14: Letter to SLA re 750 11th Avenue - ACR 750 LLC

Item 15: Letter to SLA re 348 W 52nd Street - Boxers
Washington Heights LLC

Item 16: Letter to SLA re Pier 57, Hudson River Greenway, FLs 1-
3 - Restaurant Associates, LLC

Ctr-Operating-Corp- — Postponed

Transportation Planning Committee (TRANS)

Item 18: Letter to DOT re Parking Regulation Change for London
Terrace — 23rd Street

Iltem 19: Letter to Related re Time Warner Center Parking
Garage Safety Measures — Ratification

Item 20: Letter to DOB re Sidewalk Shed Removal at Time
Warner Center Building — Ratification

Item 21: Letter to Meatpacking BID re 9th Ave Slip Lane Closure Friendly amendment

(14/15)

Item 22: Letter to Hudson Yards Hell’s Kitchen BID & Tishman
Speyer re The Spiral Building Frontage

Item 23: Letter to Electeds re Sidewalk Conditions

Housing, Health & Human Services Committee (HHHS)

Iltem 24: Letter to DOHMH re Maternal Mortality in New York
City

Friendly amendment

Friendly amendment

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed with 35 In
Favor and 1 PNE

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed with 35 In
Favor and 1
Opposed

Passed with 35 In
Favor and 1 PNE

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously

Passed
Unanimously



Executive Committee (EXEC)

Item 25: CLU&CHKLU Letter re MCB4 Policies and Passed with 35 In
Recommendations for Governor Cuomo’s Hotel and Favorand 1
Commercial Building Zoning Waivers Abstention

New Business

Iltem 26: TRANS letter to DCP, DOB re Parking Garage Safety in Passed
NYC Unanimously

Meeting Resolution
Adjournment 8:54 PM Meeting Adjourned

Next Meeting Date and Location 6:30 PM June 2, 2021
Video/Phone Conference

As recorded by M. Noble
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P

Present, not eligible

=Absent
Excused

=Yes

=No
A=Abstain
PNE=

=Present

P
Ab:
E=

A'-- = No vote ATTENDANCE

VOTING KEY
KEY

Y
N

P/Y
Ab/N

E/A
PNE

A

Sara Appleton

Christine Berthet
Gwen Billig

Leslie Boghosian-Murphy
Viren Brahmbhatt

Jessica Chait

T. Elzora Cleveland

Dale Corvino
Judith Dahill

Maarten de Kadt
Paul Devlin
Pete Diaz

Tina DeFeliciantonio

Brett Firfer

Wendy Gonzalez
David Holowka

Frank Holozubiec

Josephine Ishman
Kerry Keenan
Lowell Kern

Blake Kurisu
Burt Lazarin

Christopher LeBron

Jeffrey LeFrancois
Betty Mackintosh

Sarah Mills

Michael Noble
J.D. Noland

Maria Ortiz

Allen Oster

Brad Pascarella

Rhonda Patillo
Thuy Pham

Joe Restuccia

Sabrina Reveron
Delores Rubin
David Solnick
Katy Stokes

Kit Tollerson

Martin Treat

Hector Vazquez
Rob Walker

James Wallace
David Warren

Leslie Williams
Colin Wright

Full Board Meeting of Manhattan Community Board 4 May 5, 2021



