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March 10, 2021                                                                                         
 
Vincent G. Bradley 
Chairman 
New York State Liquor Authority 
80 S. Swan Street, 9th Floor 
Albany, New York 12210  
 
Re: Lotus West Corp  
 d/b/a La Pulperia  
 623 Ninth Avenue (44/45) 
 Serial# 1332247 
   
Dear Chairman Bradley: 

 
iManhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) writes to update the Liquor Authority on recent 
developments relating to the OP license application for Lotus West Corp d/b/a La 
Pulperia, 623 Ninth Avenue, NY NY (West 44/45 Streets) and to confirm that MCB4’s 
recommendation remains denial unless the attached stipulations, agreed to and signed by 
the applicant, are part of the method of operation for this establishment. 

The applicant first appeared before MCB4 at the August 11, 2020 meeting of MCB4’s 
Business Licenses and Permits (BLP) Committee, where the applicant agreed to a set of 
stipulations and made certain assurances, including that the premises would be operated 
as a single, unified establishment.   (These premises are located on the corner of Ninth 
Avenue and West 44th Street, with an entrance on Ninth Avenue to the main dining room 
and an entrance on West 44th Street to a much smaller storefront, with the spaces 
connected internally.) 
 
In the months thereafter, as set out in MCB4’s letter to the Liquor Authority dated 
December 23, 2020, MCB4 received reports of concerning behavior at this establishment.  
First, the applicant installed an awning and signage on the West 44th Street storefront 
labelling it “Mr Bar Roz,” “South American Wine Bar” -- not “La Pulperia” -- and 
created both a website and an Instagram account under the “Mr Bar Roz” name, using the 
address of 401 West 44th Street.  Second, residents reported lines of approximately 10 to 
20 people waiting to enter the West 44th Street storefront and noise of patrons coming 
from the main corner dining room, whose windows were entirely covered in paper.  In its 
letter, MCB4 urged the Liquor Authority carefully to evaluate this applicant and to ensure 
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that any issued license requires this establishment to be operated as one establishment 
with a single trade name.   
 
On January 7, 2021, Administrative Law Judge Beth S. Badner issued her Five Hundred 
Foot Hearing Report.  Relying prominently on the concerns raised in MCB4’s December 
23rd letter, she concluded that the applicant had not met its burden of showing that the 
public interest would be served by granting this license and recommended that the 
application be denied. 
 
Thereafter, the applicant requested to appear again before the BLP Committee and did so 
at the Committee’s February 9, 2021 meeting.  The applicant acknowledged its missteps 
and represented that it had corrected the matters of concern to MCB4 by, among other 
things, removing the offending signage and deleting the social media accounts of the 
separately-branded “Mr Bar Roz.” 
 
MCB4 appreciates these corrective actions, as well as the applicant’s new apparent 
willingness to work with the community, for example, by submitting its plans for 
replacement signage and outdoor seating to MCB4 prior to installing them.  Although 
MCB4 is gratified that ALJ Badner credited MCB4’s original concerns, MCB4 in this 
instance is willing to give the applicant the benefit of the doubt and to trust that the 
applicant’s most recent actions reflect new, good-faith community spirit and the 
willingness to be a positive neighbor. 
 
Accordingly, MCB4 stands by its original recommendation with respect to this applicant:  
A recommendation of denial unless the attached stipulations, agreed to and signed by the 
applicant, are part of the method of operation for this establishment. 
 
Thank you for your attention and cooperation with this application. 
 
Sincerely, 

   
 

Lowell D. Kern 
Chair 
 

Burt Lazarin 
Co-Chair 
Business Licenses & Permits 
Committee  

Frank Holozubiec 
Co-Chair 
Business Licenses & Permits 
Committee  

        
 

i MCB4’s current recommendation is based on a vote taken at its March 3, 2021 Full Board Meeting 
with _41_, members voting in favor of recommendation, _0_ members opposed, _0_ members 
abstaining and _0_ present but not eligible. 





OPERATIONAL DETAILS (*Closing time will be when establishment is vacated or all patrons) 
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**This application does not extend to any sidewalk cafe**



- This application does not extend to any sidewalk cafe

- Background music only. No DJ, live music or live entertainment

- There will be no muisc whatsoever outside (live or recorded, amplified or not) and in any future sidewalk cafe. This applies to regular operations and 
to operations under Open Restaurants and similar emergency programs.

- All take-out and delivery from side establishment on West 44th Street will end no later than 11 p.m. Monday - Thursday and 12 midnight Friday & 
Sunday. Doors on West 44th Street will not be used after those times (except in emergencies)

- There will be no illuminated sinage (i.e. no signs that are made visible by artifical light source) on West 44th Street side of this location or on the 
corner of West 44th Street and Ninth Avenue

- Any storm enclosure will extend no further than 18" from building facade

- All doors and windows must be closed whever any music or amplified sound is played inside establishment. All doors ans windows must be closed 
by 11 p.m. Friday & Saturday and 10 p.m. on all other days even if no music or amplified sound is played inside establishment

- Phone numbers of managers will be provided to West 44th Streey Block Association and any residents who request them

- Owners and/or managers will attend meetings of the West 44th Street Block Association as requested to address any issues that may arise

- The former operator at this location, Besim Kukaj, will have no involvement whatsoever -- financial or otherwise -- in applicant's operations 
(whether as owner, manager, consultant or employee)

- Besim Kukaj has no involvement with or connection to applicant Lotus West Corp.

- Applicant will submit a revised floor plan showing all tables, chairs and bars no later than 1 p.m. August 26, 2020
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