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December 2019 Full Board Meeting Minutes 

 

PRESENTATIONS / 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

Hearing: Application to the Board of Standard and Appeals for a Physical Culture 
Establishment at 155 West 23rd Street - Solidcore 

 
     Betty Mackintosh, co-chair of the Chelsea Land Use Committee, described the 
application. No public speakers came forward and the hearing was closed. 

 

 

Public Session 

Sophia Laskaris Ms. Laskaris stated that her family comes from a long line of street vendors, with her 
parents arriving in the 1950s and being able to buy a home and send three children to 
college with their earnings from vending. Street vending has always been a path for the 
City’s diverse group of new arrivals to earn a living and become productive members of 
society. But now, they have been hindered in their efforts by constant police harassment, 
excessive fines by the Health Department, and by obstacles created by business owners.  

Sonia Perez Ms. Perez presented her personal story in Spanish with the help of an interpreter. She has 
worked for many years assisting street vendors in their quest to get Intro 1116 passed by 
the City Council. And, although 29 members of the Council support the law, Speaker 
Johnson has not put it up for a vote. Ms. Perez noted that the current street vendor laws 
have been in effect since the 1980s and need to be changed to allow for more vendor 
permits. 

Mohamed E-
Sherif 

Mr. E-Sherif has been a vendor for ten years and has operated a food cart on West 34th 
Street since 2014, before the completion of the 7 Train and Hudson Yards. His presence 
was welcomed during the construction phase of Hudson Yards, but that changed when the 
project was completed. He complained of being a constant target of health inspectors, the 
NYPD and the Parks Department inspectors who have the common goal of removing his 
food cart from its current location. He recalled a day when 22 inspectors showed up 
together and 15 minutes later left without finding any violations. He is from one of 25 
families that operate 8 food trucks; every one of them has had similar problems. 

Nazih Attia Mr. Attia also operates a food cart in Hudson Yards. He complained of being harassed by a 
building owner who placed planters in his regular location, forcing him to move. 

Juan Salas Mr. Salas is disabled and has worked as a street vendor for 15 years with a license but has 
been unable to obtain a permit. 

Heleodora Vivar-
Flores 

Ms. Flores spoke about vendor issues in Spanish with the aid of an interpreter. She too has 
worked for many years as a license-holder lacking a permit. She requested the Board’s 
support in having Speaker Johnson put Intro 1116 up for a vote. Working without a permit 
puts her at risk of arrest and having her property confiscated. 
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Sari Kisilevsky Ms. Kisilevsky is an associate professor at Queens College CUNY who has been working 

with the Street Vendors Project. She argued against the notions that street vendors add to 
street congestion and draw business away from small businesses. She asserted that vendors 
usually set up in natural alcoves away from sidewalk traffic and add foot traffic in 
underserved areas, which benefits small businesses. She stated that there is no evidence that 
vendors actually compete with brick and mortar stores; the evidence seems to suggest an 
opposite reality where vendors are complimentary to small businesses. 

Elrana Jaramillo Ms. Jaramillo, a resident of Washington Heights, was aided by an interpreter in requesting 
support from the Board with respect to the passage of Intro 1116. She noted that Speaker 
Johnson gave his support to bicycle delivery workers but withheld his support for street 
vendors even though they come from the same class of low-income immigrant workers. 
She believes that the vendor permit system needs to be reformed since the number of 
allowable permits has been frozen for more than 30 years. 

Emily Rosenzweig Ms. Rosenzweig is a staff member of the Street Vendor Project, a coalition with more than 
2,000 vendor members in the City who are working to secure fair working conditions for 
street vendors. All of the previous speakers are members of SVP. The group has been 
fighting for permits for many years and almost got a bill passed in 2016. The current bill – 
1116-A – has majority support in the Council and only needs Speaker Johnson’s action to 
be passed into law. The current cap on vendor permits has been in effect since 1983 
resulting in long waiting lists that can last for as long as 20 years. One provision of 1116 
would gradually increase the number of food vending permits available, adding 445 new 
permits per year over a period of ten years. There are about 20,000 people on the waiting 
list now. The SVP is asking CB4 to pass a resolution in support of 1116. 

Josephine Ishman Ms. Ishman, a public member of the Board, announced a public meeting of the ACES 
Committee along with Community Boards 1 and 2 to conduct a panel discussion on 
students with learning disabilities. It will be held on Monday, December 9 at the Quest to 
Learn Middle School, located at 351 West 18th Street, from 6:30 – 8:30 pm. 

Michael 
Prichinello 

Mr. Prichinello of Renn Sport Union announced an event that it will co-sponsor with the 
Classic Car Club on December 14 from 10 am – 1 pm at Pier 76 at Hudson River Park. 

Maia Berlow Ms. Berlow is Senator Brad Hoylman’s community liaison to CB4 who announced a public 
conversation with the Senator and NYS Attorney General Tish James to discuss New 
York’s progressive future. It will be held on December 16 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm at the 
CUNY Graduate Center, 365 Fifth Avenue. 

Miriam Fisher Ms. Fisher represents the Elevator Action Group which advocates for making subways 
100% accessible with the inclusion of elevators, escalators, and ramps for people with 
disabilities and others who need them to access the subway system. There is a plan that has 
the support of the Governor and Speaker Johnson, but she fears that there is no meaningful 
provision for funding at the MTA. She asked that people participate at her rallies and send 
postcards to the Governor. She provided postcards that were pre-addressed and stamped for 
that purpose. 

Bobby Robaina Mr. Robaina works in the Office of Government Relations at the Fashion Institute of 
Technology. He made the following announcements: 

• A new exhibition is opening at the Museum at FIT on December 10. Power Mode: 
The Force of Fashion will explore the multiple roles fashion plays in challenging 
power dynamics within society. The show will feature 50 objects from the 
museum’s permanent collection, many of which have never before been on public 
view. 

• Fashion-Schools.org has named FIT the number one college for fashion design and 
fashion merchandising in its 2019 rankings. 



 
Tom Mullaney Mr. Mullaney is a resident of West 26th Street near the Ainsworth Bar which has been a 

longstanding problem in the neighborhood. He stated that the bar had been raided the night 
before and shut down for underage drinking and operating as a nightclub without a license. 
Multiple arrests were made as well. It reopened the following day. 

Joni Bokser Mr. Bokser, who is a member of the Board, made an announcement on his own behalf 
regarding an event that will be held at FIT on December 10 from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. The New 
York State Governor’s Office of Motion Picture and Television Development, FIT, 
and The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel will host a conversation with award-winning American 
costume designer Donna Zakowska. 

Marni Halasa Ms. Halasa is a member of the community group Community Control of Land Use New 
York. The group supports the Small Business Jobs Survival Act in the City Council and is 
pushing Speaker Johnson to hold the public hearing to debate it that he promised. The bill 
gives commercial tenants a minimum 10-year lease at a fair rent, the right to renew that 
lease, and mandatory arbitration to negotiate rent increases. 

Hatim Bakr Mr. Bakr operates a coffee cart in Hudson Yards. He complained that the businesses in the 
Hudson Yards development have banded together to have his cart shut down by making 
complaints to the NYPD, Parks Department and Health Department. 

 

 

Remarks from Elected Officials and Representatives 

Senator Robert 
Jackson 

The Senator was accompanied by his policy director Michael Levy who distributed copies 
of the Community Update. Mr. Jackson gave the following updates: 

• He attended a property tax roundtable earlier in the day where the sensitive issue of 
property tax reform was discussed. He noted that the issue has been avoided by the 
City Council in the past but needs to be addressed. 

• There was a recent public hearing on foundation aid during which it was revealed by 
the CFO of the NYC Board of Education that the City is missing about $1.1 billion 
in aid from Albany according to a formula that was enacted into law under 
Governor Spitzer. 

• There will be a holiday party at the district office located at 213th Street and 
Broadway on December 11 from 4 – 7 pm. There will also be a workshop on re-
envisioning public schools at the Castle Hill School on December 17 from 6 – 8 pm. 

 
Brian Lewis for 
Borough 
President Gale 
Brewer 

Mr. Lewis presented recent updates: 
• The first meeting of the Chelsea NYCHA Working Group was held in November 

and the BP looks forward to upcoming meetings where alternative sources of 
funding for NYCHA will be explored. 

• The website for community board applications and reapplications is now live at 
manhattanbp.nyc.gov/cbapplications. Paper applications are also acceptable, but the 
online form is preferred and has been made easier to complete. 

• A public hearing of the Religious Facilities Task Force was held in November with 
70 people in attendance. The Task Force supports religious congregations by 
upholding preservation and neighborhood vitality. The next meeting will be held in 
January. 

• The BP has a discretionary budget to support organizations in the borough. 
Applications for Capital Grants will open soon; Cultural Tourism Grants are now 
open. Non-profit and cultural organizations are encouraged to apply. 

• There will be a workshop to share protocol and procedural information on street co-
naming in January or February. 



 
• The 4th Annual Holiday Diaper Drive that the BP holds in partnership with the 

Foodbank for NYC and the Girl Scout Council of Greater New York has begun and 
will run through January 31. Donations can be made via the Food Bank’s Amazon 
Wish List or in person at the BP’s offices at 1 Centre Street or 431 West 125th 
Street. 

Matt Tighe for 
Assemblymember 
Dick Gottfried 

Mr. Tighe gave the following updates: 
• Over the past couple of months, Mr. Gottfried has been traveling across the state 

with State Senator Rivera to gather testimony about the New York Health Act. They 
have held public hearings in the Bronx, Rockland County and along the Hudson 
Valley. The bill, which will be reintroduced in the next session, is now two votes 
short of a majority in the senate. 

• The State Finance Commission announced its recommendations on the statewide 
public finance system. It addressed third party qualifications and Mr. Gottfried 
believes it should never have been a part of their considerations in the first place. He 
believes that the legislature should come together to undo what he considers an 
undemocratic scheme. 

• The Assembly will return to Albany on January 8th and one priority that will be 
immediately taken up is a $4 billion shortfall in the Medicaid budget. Mr. Gottfried 
seeks to address this by not cutting any critical services but by raising revenue from 
taxes assessed on the wealthiest New Yorkers. 

Kevin Jean 
Baptiste for D.A. 
Cyrus Vance 

Mr. Jean Baptiste made two brief announcements: 
• The D.A.’s Office has expanded citywide its supervised-release program that was 

begun in 2016 with $13.6 million in asset forfeiture funding. The program allows 
the D.A. to ask a judge for supervised release instead of bail. It has proved to be 
very successful. 

• In November, D.A. Vance announced the Vehicular Violence Accountability Act 
alongside sponsors Senators Tim Kennedy and Brad Hoylman. The legislation was 
drafted by the D.A.’s office upon the recommendation of a special grand jury 
empaneled by D.A. Vance. The law would enable more prosecutions of dangerous 
drivers by creating a new article of the Penal Law titled “Vehicular Violence,” and 
establishing the new crimes of “Death By Vehicle,” a class A misdemeanor, and 
“Serious Physical Injury by Vehicle,” a class B misdemeanor. Mr. Jean Baptiste 
thanked CB4’s Transportation Committee for its input and support.  

Taylor 
Abbruzzese for 
Congresswoman 
Carolyn Maloney 

Ms. Abbruzzese gave the following updates: 
• Last month Congresswoman Maloney was elected permanent Chairwoman of the 

House Committee on Oversight and Reform – the first woman to hold that position. 
In addition to her work on the Impeachment Inquiry, she and representatives 
Velazquez and Nadler introduced legislation to ban non-essential helicopter flights 
over the City. 

• The Judiciary Committee passed a resolution in support of the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution, something that the Congresswoman has been 
working on during her entire career. 

• A bill to create a Women’s History Museum co-sponsored by Rep. Maloney passed 
in committee. The Debbie Smith Reauthorization Act of 2019 also passed in the 
House. 

• As her first official act as Chairwoman of the Oversight Committee, Ms. Maloney 
filed a lawsuit against Attorney General Barr and commerce secretary Wilbur Ross 
for failure to produce subpoenaed documents regarding President Trump’s attempt 
to add a citizenship question to the 2020 census. 

Phillip Ellison for 
Public Advocate 
Jumaane 
Williams 

Mr. Ellison reviewed Mr. Williams’s background as a housing and education activist, and 
City Council member before becoming Public Advocate. He also compared Mr. Williams’s 
predecessor Tish James’s approach to the office as one focused on the legal process and Mr. 
Williams’s reliance on community organizing, policy and legislation as a way to achieve 



 
success. He noted that Mr. Williams has already taken part in introducing legislation in the 
City Council and will continue to do so. 

 

 

Board Reports & Business 

 

Adoption of Agenda and 
Minutes 

The Agenda, as amended, and the November minutes were unanimously approved. 

Nominating Committee Wendy Gonzalez, Chair of the Nominating Committee, reviewed the process by 
which board officers are elected and read the list of uncontested candidates to be 
voted on. The forty members present at the meeting cast their votes on paper ballots 
and the following members were elected by a unanimous vote: 

1. Lowell Kern – Chair 
2. Jeffrey LeFrancois – 1st Vice Chair 
3. Jessica Chait – 2nd Vice Chair 
4. Michael Noble – Secretary 
5. Maria Ortiz – Secretary 

 
Board Chair Report 
 

Mr. Lazarin acknowledged his final comments as Chair and noted the following 
meetings that he, Board members and staff attended during the past month: 

• The High Line and Western Rail Yards 
• Speaker Johnson’s office to discuss various housing proposals in the Hell’s 

Kitchen area 
• The Novo Organization regarding its defunct proposal for the Bayview 

facility and their plans for the future 
• The Port Authority Bus Terminal in a continuing conversation about plans 

for rebuilding 
• The Parks Department regarding completion of the last two sections of the 

park that lies in Hudson Yards along Hudson Boulevard 
• The Chelsea Working Group for NYCHA developments. Weekly meetings 

that began in November will continue in January. Five designated Board 
members represent CB4 on the Working Group. 

 

Action Items Motions, Amendments, & 
Comments Result 

Chelsea Land Use Committee (CLU) 
Item 1: Letter to the BSA re PCE Application for 155 West 
23rd Street  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 2: Letter to LPC re Modification to 12th Avenue Loading 
Docks at 601 West 26th Street  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Transportation Planning Committee (TRANS) 
Item 3: Letter to NYCT re Bronx Bus Network Redesign Items 3, 4, 5 and 7 were 

bundled. 

Passed 
Unanimously 



 
Item 4: Letter to DDC re Community Board Inclusion in 
Construction Project Planning Process  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 5:  Letter to DOT re Pedestrian Improvements on 8th and 
9th Avenues (34-59)  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 6: Letter to DOT & NYCT re M11 Bus Route 
Improvements 

Friendly amendment 
accepted 

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 7: Letter to DEP re Increased Idling Enforcement 
 

Passed 
Unanimously 

Business License and Permits Committee (BLP) 
Item 8: Letter to SLA re 122 W 26th Street – Ainsworth 

 
Passed 

Unanimously 

Item 9: Letter to SLA re 621 W 46th Street, 2nd floor - Il 
Bastardo  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 10: Letter to DCA re 180 9th Avenue - Qanoon 
Items 10 – 21 were bundled. 

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 11: Letter to SLA re 20 Hudson Yards - 500 W 33rd Street 
- Neiman Marcus  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 12: Letter to SLA re 20 Hudson Yards - 500 W 33rd Street 
- Milos  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 13: Letter to SLA re 177 9th Avenue - Mojo Chef Inc. 
 

Passed with 39 
In Favor and 1 

Abstention 
Item 14: Letter to SLA re 350 W 39th Street - TB2-39 LLC & 
LOPM 39 De LLC  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 15: Letter to SLA re 365 W 36th Street - 365 Ride Daiquiri 
& Media House  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 16: Letter to SLA re 492-494 9th Avenue - Hudson Yards 
Restaurant Leasing  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 17: Letter to SLA re 525 8th Avenue - TB1-8 LLC & 
LSCH LLC  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Item 18: Letter to SLA re 650 9th Avenue - Two Doors Down 
Inc.  

Passed with 39 
In Favor and 1 

Abstention 
Item 19: Letter to SLA re 675A 9th Avenue - HKQ Inc. 

 
Passed 

Unanimously 
Item 20: Letter to SLA re 764 10th Avenue - Crispin's LLC 

 
Passed 

Unanimously 
Item 21: Letter to SLA re 782 9th Avenue- Beatrice Rodriguez 
DeArmas or Corporation to be formed  

Passed 
Unanimously 

Waterfront, Parks & Environment Committee (WPE) 
Item 22: Letter to HRPT re Pier 97 – Tabled   



 
Item 23: Letter to HRPT re Chelsea Waterside Park 

 
Passed 

Unanimously 
Item 24: Letter to DPR re Chelsea Park 

 
Passed 

Unanimously 
 

Meeting Resolution 
Adjournment 8:00 PM Meeting Adjourned 

Next Meeting Date and Location 6:30 PM January 2, 2020 
Mount Sinai West 

1000 Tenth Avenue 
2nd Floor Conference Room B 

 

As recorded by J. Chait and M. Noble 



VOTING KEY                   
Y=Yes                                    
N=No                                           
A=Abstain                                   
PNE=Present, not eligible        
'A-- = No vote ATTENDANCE 
KEY                                     
P=Present                                  
Ab=Absent                                 
E=Excused
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Leslie Boghosian-Murphy P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Yoni Boksor P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Viren Brahmbhatt P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Patricia Carnevale P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
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T. Elzora Cleveland P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Lee Compton P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Dale Corvino P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Judith Dahill A
Maarten de Kadt P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Paul Devlin P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Pete Diaz P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Tina DeFeliciantonio P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Jeffrey Ellis-Lee A
Brett Firfer P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Wendy Gonzalez P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
David Holowka P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Frank Holozubiec P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Inge Ivchenko P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Lowell Kern P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Blake Kurisu P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Burt Lazarin P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A'-- A'--
Christopher LeBron P A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Jeffrey LeFrancois P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Bruce MacAffer P Y PNE Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Betty Mackintosh P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Morgan McLean A
Sarah Mills P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Michael Noble P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
J.D. Noland A
Maria Ortiz P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Allen Oster P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A'--
Brad Pascarella P Y Y Y Y A Y Y A Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Rhonda Patillo P
Joe Restuccia P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Sabrina Reveron P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Delores Rubin A
Brian Sokal A
David Solnick P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Kit Tollerson P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Martin Treat P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Hector Vazquez P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Rob Walker E
James Wallace P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
David Warren P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Leslie Williams P Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Sandra Williams A
Colin Wright A
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