
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 16, 2018 
 
Luis Sanchez  
Manhattan Borough Commissioner 
NYC Department of Transportation 
59 Maiden Lane, 37th Floor 
New York, NY 10037 
 
Edward Schnell 
Director of Revocable and Security Consents 
NYC Department of Transportation 
59 Maiden Lane 
New York, NY 10037 
 
William Castro 
Manhattan Borough Commissioner 
NYC Department of Parks & Recreation 
24 W. 61st Street, 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10023 
 
Re: Streetscape Review for Public Design Commission Streetscape and Safety 
submission with DOT - Hudson Yards East – 33rd Street – 11th Avenue   
 
Dear Commissioner Sanchez, Director Schnell, and Commissioner Castro, 
 
At its May 2nd Full Board meeting, with a vote of 40 in favor, 1 against, 2 abstaining and 
0 present but not eligible to vote, Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) approves  
 
(1) The consent for the plaza distinctive paving to be extended to the sidewalk and  
(2) Crushed granite to be installed in the tree pits - provided the applicant agrees to 

modify its design and add the following pedestrian safety features:  
 

• Reduce the tree pit width from 5’6” to 4’, thus making the pedestrian path 9’6” 
wide  

• Reduce the eastern driveway width by at least 6’ from 30’ to 24’ 
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• Install a signal to protect pedestrians crossing 33rd Street from vehicles exiting the 
eastern driveway 

• Create a neck down on the western side of the eastern driveway.  
• Widen the pedestrian crossings of 33rd Street on each side of the eastern driveway  

 
At its meeting on March 18, 2018, the Transportation Committee of MCB4 identified 
several concerns related to the implications of this consent on overall pedestrian safety on 
what will be a very busy street providing access to the # 7 subway station for the Hudson 
Yards complex.  
 
These concerns are related to how the proposal will impact pedestrian safety in view of 
the projected pedestrian crowding due to insufficient sidewalk capacity and the 
interactions of the driveways with the pedestrians and other obstacles on the sidewalk.  
 
The applicant subsequently met with a few committee members to understand in detail 
the various safety implications and concerns related to this consent. In light of such, they 
agreed to install the safety features described above.  Their commitment letter and new 
plans are attached.  
 
Sincerely, 

       
 
Burt Lazarin       Christine Berthet       Dale Corvino 
Chair        Co-Chair        Co-Chair 
Manhattan Community     Transportation Planning       Transportation Planning 
Board 4       Committee         Committee 
 
 
Enclosure 
 
Cc: Signe Nielson, President, NYC Public Design Commission 
 Colleen Chattergoon, NYC Department of Transportation 

Russell Kempf, Related Companies 



 

 

 

Appendix E 
 

NOTE: ALL PROPOSED 8'0" X
5'6" PITS PROVIDE 44SF OF
SOIL AREA AND EXCEED DPR
MIN. 4'X10' IN AREA AT 40SF

 Total number of trees required by NYC DOB:      

 Existing trees to protect _________ 

 Proposed trees to remove/relocate _________ 

 Proposed trees to plant onsite _________ 

 Trees to plant offsite _________ 

 Trees to pay into tree fund - onsite _________ 

 Trees to pay into tree fund - offsite _________ 

 

0
0
5
1
2
0

Will follow all NYC Parks tree planting specifications. All pit sizes indicated are to be fully excavated to the dimensions labelled and  
replaced with new topsoil to NYC Parks Standards. 
NYC Parks reserves the right to revoke an approved plan at any time. Any subsequent changes (i.e. utilities and/or infrastructure – 
gas/water/electric etc.) to the site after plan approval, nullifies approval. Changes must be disclosed to NYC Parks and the applicant 
must submit amended plans for re-approval. 
Plan approval by NYC Parks does not constitute permission to plant, remove, transplant, or to work around existing trees under 
Parks jurisdiction. Any work done on or near a city tree requires a permit from NYC Parks. This includes utility, sidewalk, pruning or 
any other work within the drip line of a tree (within the right of way) done by the general contractor or any subcontractors. All trees 
within 50 ft. of construction must be protected in accordance with Parks standards throughout the duration of construction. Proper 
permit(s) and work order(s) must be obtained from the appropriate forestry office. 

NOTES CONTINUED:

01/05/2018
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Following our smaller group meeting last Wednesday, we have worked expeditiously to address 

CB4’s concerns. Toward that end, attached please find drawings showing multiple proposed 

changes aimed at enhancing the pedestrian experience on 33
rd

 street; as noted herein, the third 

party approvals required and timeline to implementation are unique for each of the changes, 

keeping in mind that the street is currently under construction per DDC-approved plans.  Details 

of the pdf file are as follows: 

  

1.       Page 1 – Original CB4 Presentation w/ Annotated CB Feedback  

  

2.       Page 2 – Proposed Streetscape Adjustments, Option 1A (changes listed in estimated 

increasing order of coordination/approvals required and timeline to implement). 

  

A. Addition of signage at the intersection of HB and 33
rd

 Street directing cars where to      

stop when the signal is red. Related can implement this change day 1. 

B. Narrowing of the tree pit detail on 33
rd

 Street sidewalk adjacent to 35 Hudson Yards  

from 5’6” to 4’0”. Related can implement this change day 1 subject to Parks’ approval 

of the revised tree pit detail. 

C. Narrowing the curb cut for HB at 33
rd

 Street from 30’ to 24’. This change is subject to  

DOB approvals; if approved in a timely manner, Related can implement this change 

day 1. 

D. Widening the crosswalks at HB and 33
rd

 Street from 12’ to 15’. The street is currently  

under DDC control for reconstruction; once complete, the street is turned over to DOT. 

Related can discuss this change with DOT to gauge interest, and recommend change 

implementation day 1. 

E. Bulb-outs at the intersection of HB and 33
rd

 Street.  Any change to the geometry of  

33
rd

 Street would be subject to a more lengthy coordination and approvals process with 

DOT.  Setting aside whatever DOT’s appetite may be to make changes to 33
rd

 street 

immediately following its completion, changes would be subject to coordination with 

all sub-grade street utilities which has presented problems previously. That said, we 

remain aligned with CB’s interest in enhancing the pedestrian experience in this area, 

and look forward to further collaboration for a day 2 solution. We will explore 

alternatives aimed at improving pedestrian safety to the extent a physical bulb-out is 

not approved. 

  

3.       Page 3 - Proposed Streetscape Adjustments, Option 1B 

 

A. In addition to the changes noted above, a narrowed tree pit detail on the sidewalk  

adjacent to the Plaza (narrowed from 5’6” to 4’0”). 

  

As a reminder, the design approvals we were originally seeking were (1) the custom tree pit 

details as previously approved by Parks, and (2) a continuation of the non-standard 2’x6’ Plaza 

concrete scoring onto the sidewalk at contained areas on 33
rd

 Street and 11
th

 Avenue adjacent to 

the Plaza.  We request that CB4 provide approval of these non-standard designs (or of the 

narrower tree pit detail if that is CB’s desire) as we continue our dialogue, and we look forward 

to continuing to work with CB4 to address areas of concern at Hudson Yards 

  



Thanks 

  

____________________ 

Russell Kempf 

Related Companies 
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HUDSON YARDS PLAZA STREETSCAPE: AS PRESENTED TO CB ON APRIL 18, 2018
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HUDSON YARDS PLAZA STREETSCAPE: (33RD STREET) OPTION 1A
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HUDSON YARDS PLAZA STREETSCAPE: (33RD STREET) OPTION 1B

PROPERTY LINE

4’ x 10’ NARROWED TREE PITS SIGNALIZED INTERSECTION

NARROWED CURB-
CUT TO 24’

WIDEN CROSSWALKS TO 15’

PROVIDE SIGN “STOP 
HERE ON RED SIGNAL”

BULB-OUT CROSSING BY 6’

NARROW TREE PIT 
WIDTH TO 4’

RAISED PLANTER

EXISTING CURB TO REMAIN

DETECTABLE WARNING 
STRIP AT DRIVEWAY 
FLUSH CROSSING

DETECTABLE 
WARNING STRIP 
AT DRIVEWAY 
FLUSH CROSSING

snelson
Rectangle

snelson
Rectangle




