
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 14, 2019 

 

Lorelei Salas 

Commissioner 

Department of Consumer Affairs 

42 Broadway 

New York, NY 10004 

 

Re: Newsstand on the SWC of 15
th

 Street and Ninth Avenue (on 15th St.)  

 

Dear Commissioner Salas, 

 

At its February 6
th

 Full Board meeting, Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) voted to deny 

this application by a vote of 33 in favor, 0 opposed, 0 abstaining and 0 present, non-eligible to 

vote because the newsstand is located in front of a building with more than three floors of retail 

uses.   

 

The Rules of New York City provide that “newsstands may not be placed within the frontage of 

any building having more than 3 floors of retail use, measured from a line drawn between the 

curb and edges of each building” (N.Y. Rules Title 6, #2.65(a)(2)(L)). 

 

According to the landlord, the building features extensive retail use at its base. Four floors are 

occupied for retail purpose by the newly opened 23,000 square foot Starbucks Reserve Roastery, 

the largest of its kind outside China (see landlord’s letter attached). 

 

Further, the customers of the Roastery are lining up on 15
th

 Street within a row of stanchions, 

occupying 3-ft to 4-ft of sidewalk space. When taking this obstruction into account the applicant 

could not satisfy the required 9-ft 6-in. pedestrian right-of-way. 

 

We note that, although invited, the applicant did not attend the Transportation meeting of CB4, 

to present their application.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 
BURT LAZARIN 
Chair 
 
JESSE R. BODINE 
District Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
District Manager 

 

CITY OF NEW YORK 
 

MANHATTAN COMMUNITY BOARD FOUR 
 

330 West 42
nd

 Street, 26
th
 floor   New York, NY   10036 

tel: 212-736-4536   fax: 212-947-9512 
www.nyc.gov/mcb4 



 

 

        

Burt Lazarin   Christine Berthet   Dale Corvino 

Chair    Co-Chair     Co-Chair 

Manhattan Community Transportation Planning  Transportation Planning 

Board 4    Committee    Committee 

 

Enclosure 

 

Cc: Farook Ahmed, Applicant 








