
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 17, 2019 

 

Lorelai Salas 

Commissioner 

Department of Consumer Affairs 

42 Broadway 

New York, NY 10004  

 

Ed Pincar 

Manhattan Borough Commissioner 

NYC Department of Transportation 

59 Maiden Lane, 37th Floor 

New York, NY 10037  

 

Re: Newsstand Application on West 30th Street, West of Tenth Avenue, PHA #0852V 

 Application #: 10257-2019-ANWS 

 

Dear Commissioners Salas and Pincar, 

 

Manhattan Community Board 4 (MCB4) is pleased that the applicant has agreed to withdraw this 

application and will chose a more viable location, for both the applicant and the community. 

MCB4 will survey possible locations with the applicant. 

 

The current application for a 12’x 6’ newsstand, located 90’east of Tenth Avenue on the north 

side of West 30th Street is problematic. It does not account for the presence of security bollards 

along the curb, resulting in an inadequate 6’5” pedestrian path between the newsstand and the 

property line.  

 

When consulted on that topic, the Department of Consumer Affairs indicated, “Unfortunately, 

bollards are not a part of the siting criteria for newsstands. So, while on a paper plan it could be 

argued that the operator does not have to provide any clearance to them, trying to construct a 

newsstand without any clearance to a line of bollards would be difficult, if not impossible. The 

footings of the bollards vary and would most likely interfere with the foundation and laying of 

conduit for the newsstand.” 
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The property owner filed last year and got approval to install planters between the bollards. In 

addition, the newsstand would be located within 15’ of a revolving door to a major office tower.  

 

We look forward to working with the applicant to identify a proper location. 

 

Manhattan Community Board 4 at its October 2nd Full Board meeting voted on this letter by a 

vote of 37 in favor, 0 against, 0 abstaining and 0 present but not eligible to vote. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Burt Lazarin  

Chair 

Manhattan Community Board 4 

 

 
Christine Berthet      Dale Corvino 

Co-Chair       Co-Chair 

Transportation Planning Committee    Transportation Planning Committee 

 

Enclosure 

 

Cc: Colleen Chattergoon, NYC Department of Transportation 

 Tanjila Rahman, NYC Department of Consumer Affairs 

 Probir Dutta, Applicant 
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TO:  Related Companies  
 
FROM: Philip Habib & Associates 
 
DATE:  September 16th, 2019 
 
RE:  10 HY Newsstand Application Assessment (PHA #0852V) 

  
A. Introduction  

 
Philip Habib & Associates (PHA) was retained to verify the legitimacy of a pending newsstand application 
at 10 Hudson Yards (“Project Site”) based on the rules and regulations enumerated in city codes. PHA 
performed a site inspection and took measurements of the existing site conditions where the newsstand is 
proposed. It has been determined that the proposed location does not meet the siting criteria in Title 6 of 
the Rules of the City of New York.  

 
B. Background  
 
In September of 2019, Related Companies received notification of a newsstand application (attached in 
Appendix I) that was filed with NYC Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) on the south frontage of its 
501 West 30th Street (aka 10 Hudson Yards) property. The 10 Hudson Yards property (shown in Figure 1) 
is located in the Hudson Yards / Hell’s Kitchen District between Tenth and Eleventh Avenue on West 30th 
Street, immediately adjacent to the High Line. It has an approximately 416 feet frontage on West 30th Street 
and an approximately 180 feet frontage on Tenth Avenue. The West 30th Street frontage, which includes 
private plaza area and the public sidewalk (15 feet in width), serves as the access point for High Line visitors 
and employees of 10 Hudson Yards. The newsstand application was filed for the West 30th Street frontage 
of the Project Site, approximately 92 feet from the northwest corner of Tenth Avenue and West 30th Street. 
The approximate proposed newsstand vicinity is pictured in photos #1 through #4 of Figure 1. The 10 
Hudson Yards property is currently lined by NYPD and PDC-approved security bollards along the curb 
that would obstruct the installation of a newsstand. This memorandum identifies the pertinent regulations 
concerning the installation of a newsstand on the 501 West 30th Street frontage, particularly regarding the 
clear pedestrian path on the north sidewalk and proximity to existing security bollards.  
 
C. Newsstand Rules & Applicant’s Compliance  

 
PHA has reviewed Title 6 of the Rules of the City of New York (the “RCNY” or “Rules”) and the NYC 
Department of Consumer Affairs’ (DCA) Newsstand Size and Clearance Requirement for standards, 
requirements, and restrictions for newsstand applicants. All of these restrictions are shown in Appendix II. 
The relevant rules and restrictions are briefed below and also illustrated in schematic Figure 2.  
  
Size Restrictions 
According to the NYC DCA, newsstands permitted by New York City are available in nine different sizes; 
including widths of four, five and six feet, and lengths of eight, ten and twelve feet. The stand must not be 
higher than nine feet and occupy a space no larger than 72 square feet. The newsstand applicant of this 
project site is proposing a 72 square feet newsstand (12’x6’), the largest permissible size.  
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1. Looking at bollards and curb line along W. 30th St. 2. Looking westward on the W. 30 St. frontage near the 
northwest corner of 10th Ave. and W. 30th St. 

3. Looking eastward on the W. 30th St. Street frontage from 
midblock btwn 10th and 11th Ave.  

 

4. Looking northward onto W.30th St. frontage, showing 
the building entrance and proposed newsstand location.  
 

Philip Habib & Associates  
 

Figure 1 
 Project Site Photos 
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Siting Restrictions  
The RCNY stipulates and specifies clearances and siting restrictions required when applying for and 
installing a new newsstand. Some of these rules, those most relevant to this application and project site, are 
outlined in Table 1. Refer to Appendix II for a more detailed summary of the rules and requirements for 
newsstand siting. Below, Table 1 summarizes the relevant rules, whether the application is compliant with 
those rules, and details regarding how the rules were or weren’t adhered to. Figure 3 illustrates where the 
proposed newsstand would be located in proximity to the existing surrounding structures and infrastructure 
near the 10 Hudson Yards project site.  
 
Figure 2 – Compliant Newsstand Rules Schematic  

 
*Assumes ideal two feet from bollard face to clear bollard footing from newsstand foundation. 
 
Table 1 – Summary of Relevant Rules and Applicant Compliance  

Rule Compliant? Provided 
At least 1.5’ from curb line. 
 

Yes Application incorrectly indicates that newsstand would be 1.5’ 
from the curb. Fails to consider the bollard is located 1.5’ from 
the curb. The stand would need to be at least 2.5’ from the curb 
(adjacent to the bollard). This does not consider that the 
newsstand foundation could interact with the bollard footing, 
which extends 3’-3” from the curb line. See Figure 3. 

At least 9.5’ clear path in front of 
stand and 15’ on either side \. 

No If the 6’x12’ newsstand were placed in front of installed bollard, 
there would only be 6.5’ of clear path on the public sidewalk (See 
Figure 3). The smallest potential newsstand of 4’ would only 
provide 8.5’ clear path. 

15’ (parallel to the curb) from a 
major entrance/egress. 

No The newsstand would be located directly in front of the revolving 
doors and not offset 15’ east or west from the access/egress point. 
This would restrict emergency access to the office entrance. 

10’ from driveways, the area 
encompassed by the extension of 
property lines from the buildings to 
the curb at the intersection of 2 
streets, fire hydrants, standpipes, & 
siamese connections.  

Yes  

At least 3’ from street lights or traffic 
signal. 

Yes  

2’ from manholes, access plates, 
adjoining building vaults or 
transformer vaults, street signs, 
parking meters, telephones, fixed 
litter baskets, & valve boxes. 

Yes  

At least 5’, in any direction, from 
tree pits and canopies. 

Yes  
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Note that the existing bollards were approved by NYC Public Design Commission (PDC), the NYPD 
Counterterrorism Bureau, and Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in 2015, and have been 
installed on West 30th Street. Please see Appendix III for relevant drawings and approvals. 
 
Lastly, it should be noted that below the north sidewalk of West 30th Street, there are several utilities that 
run below grade. These are illustrated in Figure 3, including a Con-Edison electrical conduit carrying 
electric lines and a 20-inch high-pressure gas line. Also shown in Figure 3, below the sidewalk are several 
utility connections made to the City’s sewer and water main on West 30th Street. The proposed newsstand 
would be above the Con-Ed conduit as well as the NYCDEP sewer connection to 10 Hudson Yards. 
 
 
D. Conclusion 

 
PHA was able to determine that the application for a newsstand on the West 30th Street frontage of 10 
Hudson Yard inaccurately and incorrectly illustrates the proposed newsstand relative to the existing 
surrounding infrastructure, including existing bollards. The newsstand would not provide the required 
minimum clearance of 9.5’ and would not be in adherence to the 15’ major entrance rule. The proposed 
newsstand would not be compliant with all the regulations of The Rules of the City of New York (RCNY). 
The newsstand would also be located directly above a Con-Ed conduit and sewer connection. As such, the 
newsstand application, filed on the West 30th Street frontage of 501 West 30th Street (aka 10 Hudson Yards), 
should be rejected.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX I 
Pending Newsstand Application 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



























 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX II 
Newsstand Restrictions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Sources: New York City Administrative Code & Rules of the City of New York  
*Measured parallel to the curb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restriction Description Restriction Type Limiting detail

Access Plates Siting >2 ft

All Other Retail Entrances and Building Entrances Siting >5 ft

Area occupied Size <72 sf

Automated Public Toilets Siting >15 ft

Building Vaults Siting >2 ft

Bus Shelters Siting >15 ft

Cellar Doors Siting >2 ft

Clear space for pedestrians 15' left and right of stand Siting >9.5 ft

Clear space for pedestrians in front stand Siting >9.5 ft

Curb Cuts (to truck loading, driveways, garages, etc) Siting >15 ft

Curbs Siting >1.5 ft

Distance from PL (unless with owner permission) Siting >3 ft

Entrances to Houses of Worship* Siting >15 ft

Fire Hydrants Siting >10 ft

Grates and cellar doors Siting >2 ft

Height Size <9 ft

In area that will impede pedestrian traffic Position May not be placed

Information Kiosks Siting >15 ft

Litter Baskets/Mailboxes Siting >2 ft

Main Entrance to bank, theaters, box offices* Siting >15 ft*

Main Entrance to governmental major buildings Siting >15 ft*

Manholes Siting >2 ft

Newsstands Siting >15 ft

Non residential lobby to 16+ floor building (if frontage is 

100' / 140' on narrow /wide street) * Siting >15 ft*

Parking Meters Siting >2 ft

Property lines extended at intersection of two streets Siting >10 ft

Scaffolding or construction materials  Siting >15 ft

Service or Freight Entrances Siting >10 ft

Siamese Connections Siting >10 ft

Sidewalk Cafés Siting >15 ft

Standpipes Siting >10 ft

Street Lights Siting >3 ft

Street Signs Siting >2 ft

Subway Entrances/Exits Siting >15 ft

Telephones Siting >2 ft

The trunk of any tree (in any direction) or canopy or pit Siting >5 ft

Traffic Signal Poles Siting >3 ft

Transformer Vaults Siting >2 ft

Under fire escapes Position May not be placed

Ventilation or Other Grills Siting >2 ft

Within bus stops or taxi stands Position May not be placed

Within frontage of building with retail on more than 3 

floors Position May not be placed



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX III 
Bollard Plans and Approvals 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 










