
!

COMMUNITY BOARD NO. 2, MANHATTAN 
3 WASHINGTON SQUARE VILLAGE 

NEW  YORK,  NY 10012-1899 
w w w . c b 2 m a n h a t t a n . o r g  

P :  212-979-2272  F :  212-254-5102  E:  info@cb2manhattan.org 
Greenwich Village   v    Little Italy   v    SoHo   v    NoHo   v   Hudson Square   v    Chinatown    v    Gansevoort Market 

 
     November 20, 2015 
 

Margaret Forgione       
Manhattan Borough Commissioner              
NYC Department of Transportation                         
59 Maiden Lane, 35th Floor               
New York, NY   10038 
 
 
Dear Manhattan Borough Commissioner Forgione: 

 
     At its Full Board meeting November 19, 2015, Community Board #2, adopted the following  
     resolution: 
 

 
Resolution in response to MTA NYC Transit proposal for the M5 bus route. 
 
Whereas Community Board 2, Manhattan (CB2) thanks MTA NYC Transit for presenting a proposal for an 
alternate M5 bus route to replace the current existing M5 route with its lengthy, often bottlenecked journey 
(the longest in Manhattan) that entails long waits, frequent bunching and failures to complete the entire 
route; and 
 
Whereas MTA NYCT proposes splitting the M-5 route into two routes, i.e., two routes northbound and two 
routes southbound, with the split occurring at 37th St.; and 
 
Whereas the course of the current 12-mile route would remain the same, between the George Washington 
Bridge bus terminal at 178th St. and South Ferry/Whitehall St., but with the routes split between an 8-mile 
run between 178th St. and 37th St. and a 4-mile run between 37th St. and South Ferry, with the scheduled 
frequency to remain the same; and 
 
Whereas MTA NYCT will be presenting this route proposal to all of the communities along the route and 
soliciting input, as well as to their own board for approval, and then hold a public hearing; and 
 
Whereas splitting the M5 route at 37th St. will not serve the needs of the CB2 community, because: 

• It will compel the significant number of northbound users headed to destinations (including work, 
shopping, professional services, recreation) in what comprises the total Midtown area (up to 59th St.) 
to get off the bus, and then wait for and board another bus for a second leg of their trip that may 
encompass a few blocks, and similarly break their southbound trips just a few blocks from where 
they started, taking up needless getting off, boarding, and waiting time. 

• It will introduce unnecessary discomfort for the many elderly, physically challenged and/or mobility 
impaired users en route to those Midtown area destinations that rely on convenient bus service as 
their only means of getting around.  
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• The 37th St. location is not a common, well-frequented destination.  It is completely isolated at 
night, and therefore, not suitably secure as a transfer/waiting place.  The community has a well-
founded concern about the lack of safety in waiting there. 

• The route split on 37th St. is unevenly skewed with a continuous northern route that is twice as long 
as the southern route; and  

 
Whereas no surveys of riders have been done (although customers’ preferences and needs should be 
paramount), no evidence has been provided that the proposed M5 alternative would save time and increase 
efficiency, and no benefits precedent has been presented; and 
 
Whereas the discontinuing of the original M5 route turning west on Houston St. and then heading north 
again on 6th Ave. has eliminated a compact, more efficient route that served a sizable population, many of 
them of advanced age and limited mobility who now are challenged or unable to walk the distance to the 
uptown M5 on 6th Ave., and its restoration twice an hour, as previously requested, would provide the 
accessibility this population needs, help cut the current lengthy M5 trip, reduce conflicts and increase 
reliability by balancing longer and shorter trips; and 
 
Whereas the M5 Limited is rarely used below 14th St., especially between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
when senior citizens, school children and others intensively use the M5 local stops which provide them with 
convenient and easy-to-access service; 
 
Therefore be it resolved that CB2 strongly opposes the proposed splitting of the M5 bus route at 37th St.; 
and 
 
Be it further resolved that CB2 urges MTA NYCT to partially restore the former M5 route turning west at 
Houston St. from Broadway and beginning its uptown trek at Houston St. and 6th Ave. twice an hour; and 
 
Be it further resolved that CB2 emphatically urges that the number of M5 buses that are currently in 
operation not be reduced; and 
 
Be it further resolved that CB2 highly recommends that the M5 Limited (Express) service be discontinued 
south of 14th St. at least between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., and that all M5 local bus service and stops 
below 14th St. be preserved; and 
 
Be it further resolved that CB2 asks that should a Midtown split route for the M5 continue to be pursued 
that: 

• The split should occur at 59th St. or no further south than 42nd St. 
• A free transfer must be in place to change from one split of the route to the other. 
• The changeover stops for the split bus routes should be contiguous to avoid long, uncomfortable and 

time-consuming treks from one to the other. 
• Bus shelters/kiosks should be provided at the stops with plentiful seating to accommodate 

transferring users; 
 

Be it finally resolved that CB2 suggests that MTA NYCT investigate overlapping the split routes in the 
heavily-used Midtown corridor from 23rd St. to at least 59th St., to provide options that more appropriately 
serve riders’ needs. 
 
Vote:  Unanimous, with 38 Board Members in favor.  
 

 
     Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution. 
 

Sincerely,  
 



              
 Tobi Bergman, Chair          Shirley Secunda, Chair  
 Community Board #2, Manhattan      Traffic & Transportation Committee  
           Community Board #2, Manhattan  
TB/EM 
c:  
       Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman 
       Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congresswoman 
       Hon. Daniel Squadron, NY State Senator 
       Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY State Senator 

Hon. Deborah Glick, State Assembly Member 
Hon. Sheldon Silver, Assembly Member 
Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President 
Hon. Corey Johnson, Council Member 
Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member 
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     November 20, 2015 
 

Margaret Forgione       
Manhattan Borough Commissioner              
NYC Department of Transportation                         
59 Maiden Lane, 35th Floor               
New York, NY   10038 
 
 
Dear Manhattan Borough Commissioner Forgione: 

 
     At its Full Board meeting November 19, 2015, Community Board #2, adopted the following  
     resolution: 

 
Resolution in response to MTA NYC Transit proposal for the M1 bus route and requesting a 
downtown bus service link from 14th St. to 8th St. (and continuing further south) on Broadway. 
  
Whereas Community Board 2, Manhattan (CB2) thanks MTA NYC Transit for presenting a proposal for 
extended M1 bus service south and a revised M1 northern route; and 

 
Whereas the MTA NYCT proposal includes: 

• Extending the southbound M1 route for every other M1 to turn south on Broadway from 8th St. and 
go down Broadway to Worth St. on weekdays, and for all M1s to turn south from 8th St, and go 
down Broadway to Worth St. on weekends. 

• Running the northbound M1 from Worth St. via Centre St., then Lafayette St., and continuing on 4th 
Ave. from 8th St. on its current northerly route. 

• Running the M1 every 24 minutes in the morning and every 16 minutes in the afternoon on 
weekdays and every 12 minutes in the morning and every 18 minutes in the afternoon on weekends; 
and 

 
Whereas MTA NYCT will be presenting this route proposal to all of the communities along the route and 
soliciting input, as well as to their own board for approval, and then hold a public hearing; and 

 
Whereas the proposed M1 northbound route will restore, though only in part, the missing segment of vastly 
needed east side uptown service the M1 had originally provided, but had been discontinued, to SoHo, Little 
Italy, much of the South Village, parts of Chinatown, and southern NoHo, and is very welcome, even 
though the route will not originate, as it did originally, from further down at South Ferry; and 

 
Whereas one essential part of the original M1 southbound route was service on Broadway from 14th St. all 
the way down through 8th St., Houston St. and to South Ferry (which now would go only as far as Worth 
St.), providing a vital direct conveyance to all those in the above-cited communities to get home with heavy 
packages from shopping on 14th St. for less expensive goods, especially food, as well as from healthcare 
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facilities at Union Sq. and transit connections.  However, bus service on Broadway from 14th St. to 8th St. 
has not been included in the M1 proposal, which would continue to deprive this population of the direct 
access they sorely need; and  
 
Whereas a 24-minute morning wait is much too long, especially for the large numbers of riders on their 
way to work, parents and children on their way to school, and the elderly and disabled who have limited 
physical ability to stand for lengthy times; and  
  
Whereas MTA NYCT seemed to indicate a link between the proposed M1 and M5 routes, although these 
routes cover completely different corridors and area needs, and there was some intimation that M5 buses 
might be needed for the M1 extension, totally untenable in view of the already thin coverage and the need 
for more, not less, service;  

 
Therefore be it resolved that CB2 fully supports the proposed M1 northbound route, and asks that this 
service be extended to begin, as it did originally, from South Ferry instead of Worth St., as soon as feasible; 
and 
 
Be it further resolved that CB2 supports the proposed M1 southbound extension on a temporary basis, 
although we ask for it to be provided on every weekday trip as well as all trips on weekends, and run to 
South Ferry instead of Worth St. as soon as feasible; and 
 
Be it further resolved that CB2 urges that bus service on Broadway from 14th St. to 8th St. be reinstated as it 
originally was on the downtown M1 route (or on the M2 or M5) to provide a direct, continuous ride from 
14th St. all the way down through 8th St., Houston St. and to Worth St. (with the possibility of extending to 
South Ferry at a future date), possibly switching from 5th Ave. over to Broadway at 24th St. (as the inter-
borough buses already do); and 
 
Be it further resolved that CB2 asks that the proposed 24-minute gap between M1 buses in the morning be 
reduced to a much shorter wait; and 
 
Be it finally resolved that CB2 strongly urges that there be no reduction of service on one route to provide 
service on another route. 
 
Vote:  Unanimous, with 38 Board Members in favor.  

 
     Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution. 
 

Sincerely,  
 

              
 Tobi Bergman, Chair          Shirley Secunda, Chair  
 Community Board #2, Manhattan      Traffic & Transportation Committee  
           Community Board #2, Manhattan  
TB/EM 
c:  
       Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman 
       Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congresswoman 
       Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY State Senator 

Hon. Deborah Glick, State Assembly Member 
Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President 
Hon. Corey Johnson, Council Member 
Hon. Rosie Mendez, Council Member 
Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member 
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     November 20, 2015 
 

Margaret Forgione       
Manhattan Borough Commissioner              
NYC Department of Transportation                         
59 Maiden Lane, 35th Floor               
New York, NY   10038 
 
 
Dear Manhattan Borough Commissioner Forgione: 

 
     At its Full Board meeting November 19, 2015, Community Board #2, adopted the following  
     resolution: 

 
Resolution requesting installation of STOP Signs at the NE and NW corners of Washington and 
Little West 12th Streets. 
 
Whereas the intersection of Washington and Little W. 12th Sts. is located in the highly popular Meatpacking 
District, one block away from the Whitney Museum which will attract an estimated 1,000,000 additional 
visitors to the area in 2015; and 

 
Whereas Washington St. is confusing and idiosyncratic at this intersection, running two-way to the north 
and one-way to the south, with narrow sidewalks or none at all on the western side between Little West 12th 
and Gansevoort Sts., creating a dangerous situation for pedestrians; and 

 
Whereas the corridor has a heavy and growing pedestrian presence: It is an entry point for the High Line 
and the Whitney Museum and is surrounded by busy stores and restaurants including the Standard 
Biergarten, the Standard Grill, Sugar Factory and Santina; and 

 
Whereas speeding vehicles driving down Washington which tend to race through the intersection after 
exiting the West Side Highway pose a significant risk to both pedestrians and motorists; and 

 
Whereas frequent bottlenecks caused by idling taxis and black cars at the Standard Hotel add to the danger 
and confusion; and 

 
Whereas in the absence of any traffic controls at the intersection, pedestrian safety is seriously threatened 
by vehicles surging through without having to stop; and 

  
Whereas there is strong support to add signage to control traffic at the intersection, including 35 letters 
requesting installation of STOP signs that were received from local residents as well as from the 
Meatpacking Improvement Association;  
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Therefore be it resolved that Community Board 2, Manhattan requests that the NYC Department of 
Transportation install two STOP signs at the NE and NW corners of Washington and Little West 12th Sts.  
 
Vote:  Unanimous, with 38 Board Members in favor.  

 
     Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution. 
 

Sincerely,  
 

              
 Tobi Bergman, Chair          Shirley Secunda, Chair  
 Community Board #2, Manhattan      Traffic & Transportation Committee  
           Community Board #2, Manhattan  
TB/EM 
c:  
       Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman 
       Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY State Senator 

Hon. Deborah Glick, State Assembly Member 
Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President 
Hon. Corey Johnson, Council Member 
 


