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Hon. Speaker Adams, Chair Restler, Council Members Marte, Rivera and Bottcher, and Borough
President Levine:

At our May 22, 2025 Full Board meeting, Community Board 2/Manhattan adopted the following
resolution:

Manhattan Community Board 2 Resolution Opposing Intro 1065 Regarding Terms
of Employment for District Managers

WHEREAS, Int. No. 1065, introduced by Council Member Williams, seeks to amend the
New York City Charter to establish fixed four-year terms for district managers of
community boards, with provisions for reappointment and removal by the community
board or borough president; and

WHEREAS, under current law, district managers serve at the pleasure of the community
board, providing boards with essential flexibility and autonomy to respond to the needs of their
districts without the limitations of term appointments; and

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation introduces ambiguity and potential conflict by giving
borough presidents the power to remove district managers mid-term, which could undermine
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the independence of community boards and politicize the role of district manager; and

WHEREAS, district managers play a vital administrative and leadership role that requires
continuity, trust, and close alignment with the board they serve; and

WHEREAS, fixed terms could disrupt the effective functioning of community boards by
introducing unnecessary instability, discouraging long-term planning, and undermining board-
district manager relationships; and

WHEREAS, Manhattan Community Board 2 (CB2M) was not consulted in the development of
this legislation and strongly believes that any proposed changes to the structure and governance
of community boards should include meaningful input from boards themselves; and

WHEREAS, the legislation proposes a significant structural change without demonstrating a
compelling need or offering sufficient justification based on performance, transparency, or
community engagement concerns; and

WHEREAS, CB2M values the ability to recruit and retain highly capable district managers
based on performance and board needs, rather than rigid timelines or politically influenced
decision-making;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Manhattan Community Board 2 strongly opposes Int. No. 1065
as currently written; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CB2M calls upon the New York City Council to reject this
legislation and to instead engage in a thorough and collaborative process with community
boards to address any concerns related to district manager oversight, accountability, and
performance.

Passed, with 36 in favor, none opposed, 6 abstentions (J. Herrera, R. Kessler, P. McDaid, M.
Perreira, B. Roessler, E. Siegel), and no recusals.

We respectfully request that the Council take action consistent with the position expressed
above.

Respectfully submitted —
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Valerie De La Rosa
Chair, Community Board 2/Manhattan

Copies: Hon. Dr. Nantasha Williams, NYC Council, 277t District
Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NYS Senate, 27t District
Hon. Brad Hoylman-Sigal, NYS Senate, 47t District
Hon. Grace Lee, NYS Assembly, 65t District
Hon. Deborah Glick, NYS Assembly, 66t District



