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March 25, 2026

Hon. Danielle Zuckerman
Manhattan Borough Commissioner
NYC Department of Transportation
59 Maiden Lane, 37" Floor

New York, NY 10038-4643

Honorable Borough Commissioner Zuckerman:

At its Full Board meeting of Community Board 2/Manhattan on March 19, 2026, CB2M adopted
the following resolution.

Resolution Calling for Street Redesign on West 3rd and Bleecker Streets between
LaGuardia Place and Mercer Streets, to Enhance Safety, Access, and Functionality
Without Reliance on Routine Traffic Enforcement

Whereas:

Residents Initiate 2017 Redesign to Calm Traffic
1. NYC Department of Transportation (DOT) redesigned West 3rd Street between
LaGuardia Place and Mercer Streets in response to a 2017 petition with approximately
600 signatures (at least 95% of them local) requesting traffic calming designs including
narrowing the streetbed on W. 3rd Street and adding midblock crosswalks to protect
pedestrians crossing these streets;
a. CB2 passed a resolution in February 2017 (page 53) requesting that NYC DOT
conduct a study of both streets;



https://cbmanhattan.cityofnewyork.us/cb2/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/downloads/pdf/fullboard_2017/02%20February%202017.pdf
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b. InJuly 2018, NYC DOT presented plans for traffic calming and bike lanes on
West 3rd and West 4th Streets from Bowery to 6th Avenue and CB2 passed a
resolution supporting these and additional changes (page 49); and,

c. Ultimately, on West 3rd Street, NYC DOT also installed a speed hump closer to
LaGuardia Place and a signal at new crosswalk at 1 WSV (Wooster Street); and

Design Flaws and Increased Pedestrian Traffic Around NYU Superblocks
2. Since 2022, local residents, elected officials, New York University (NYU) and the NYPD
6th Precinct have identified several design flaws and unintended consequences. In July
2022, CB2 passed a resolution supporting modifications to address design flaws (page
50) but because the city has not made any of these changes;

3. InJanuary 2023, NYU opened The Paulson Center at 181 Mercer Street, significantly
increasing foot traffic on and around the NYU superblocks. The building is 735,000 sq.
ft. and contains 58 classrooms, a 350-seat proscenium theater, additional spaces for
performing arts, practice and orchestra rehearsal rooms, athletics facilities, a 400-bed
residence hall for first-year students and 42 faculty apartments;

4. In February 2026, the Washington Square Village Tenants Association, representing
more than 1,500 rental units, wrote in support of a redesign of West 3rd Street and the
addition of a crosswalk on Bleecker Street between 3 Washington Square Village and
Silver Towers;

Identified Street Redesign Needs
5. West 3rd and Bleecker Streets between LaGuardia Place and Mercer Streets experience
frequent conflicts among pedestrians, cyclists, delivery cyclists, delivery vehicles, and
motorists;

6. The current street design on West 3rd Street, is confusing and requires ongoing traffic
enforcement to manage unsafe conditions, rather than preventing them through design;


https://cbmanhattan.cityofnewyork.us/cb2/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/downloads/pdf/fullboard_2018/07%20July%202018.pdf
https://cbmanhattan.cityofnewyork.us/cb2/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/downloads/pdf/fullboard_2018/07%20July%202018.pdf
https://cbmanhattan.cityofnewyork.us/cb2/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2022/12/06-June-2022-Full-Board-Minutes.pdf
https://cbmanhattan.cityofnewyork.us/cb2/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2022/12/06-June-2022-Full-Board-Minutes.pdf
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a. Cars currently park in the “painted, epoxy-gravelled extended sidewalk (Image A)
and in the no-parking zone near LaGuardia
Place (Image B);

b. Delivery, garbage, and moving trucks
frequently block bike and car lanes due to lack
of loading zones on the street and the low
clearance at the entrances to Washington :
Square Village that prevents large trucks from =S98
entering (Image C); and,

c. The existing single bike lane is frequently i
obstructed by micromobility vehicles creating additional unsafe conditions for
cyclists (Image D);

d. Parked cars near the entrances to Washington Square Village block sightlines for
pedestrians, cyclists and drivers (see images below);

7. NYC DOT never removed requested parking spaces to permit large delivery trucks to
access the NYU’s Bobst Library loading dock on the north side of West 3rd Street (see
image below); and,
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8. Bleecker Street lacks sufficient traffic-calming measures, contributing to safety risks for
all street users, exacerbated by the increased foot traffic to and from the Paulson Center.

Therefore Be It Resolved, Manhattan Community Board 2 strongly recommends that the NYC
Department of Transportation implement the following improvements to West 3rd and Bleecker
Streets between LaGuardia Place and Mercer Street to improve safety for pedestrians, cyclists
and drivers:

1. Reconfigure Street Space on the South Side of West 3rd Street:

a. Eliminate the extended painted and epoxy sidewalk on the south side of the street
that is currently taken up by illegal parking;

b. Relocate the bike lane to the southern curb and expand it to a 10 foot, protected,
double-width configuration to safely accommodate higher volumes of cyclists,
including micromobility vehicles;

c. Install physical protection for the bike lane to prevent vehicle encroachment,
including installing vertical elements at the Eastern end of the bike lane to prevent
cars from using the bike lane as a travel lane;

d. Install signage in the bike lanes on West 3rd Street in advance of the entrances to
1 and 2 WSV, and on Bleecker Street in advance of the entrances to 3 and 4
WSV, to alert cyclists to pedestrians and cars at these conflict points;

e. Reconfigure the additional space created between bike and floating parking lane
from the eliminated extended sidewalk (see image below showing West 3rd Street
from south to north):

1. Create designated truck loading zones to accommodate deliveries, garbage
collection, and moving vehicles that cannot access WSV’s internal loading
areas due to height restrictions;

ii.  Establish designated micromobility loading areas to prevent e-bikes and
delivery vehicles from obstructing the bike lane;
iii.  Use additional space to install a Citi Bike station and bike racks; and,

West 3rd Street from South to North

Feet 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 0810 1112 13 94 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 38 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 48 50
Current South Sidewalk 10 Extended Sidewak 12' Bike Lane &' ProL 3'  Floating Parking 8 Travel Lane 100
Proposad South Sidewalk 10' NO CHANGE Double Bka Lane 10 Prot. 3'  CitiBike Rack & Floating Parking &' Travel Lane 10° NO CHANGE

Box Truck Loading Zones & Eliminate 4 parking spots by
1 WSV and 2 WSV as well
as addihonal parking to allow

E-Bia Dalivary Loading Zone §' large trucks to access Babst
Libeary Loading Dock

Traditional Bie Rack

2. Adjust Parking in the Floating Parking Lane on West 3rd Street
a. Eliminate a total of four floating parking spaces at the entrances to 1 and 2 WSV;
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b. Install clear physical barriers, including concrete blocks and high-visibility red or
zebra striping, to improve safety and sightlines at these entrances; and,

c. Eliminate additional floating parking spaces across from New York University’s
north-side loading dock to allow large truck deliveries; and

3. Add metered parking for commercial and possibly some for residential use on the
north side of West 3rd Street;

4. Study additional traffic calming and safety enhancements needed with the opening
of the 735,000 sq. ft. Paulson Center, including the installation of:
a. An additional speed hump near 2 WSV (Mercer Street) to reduce vehicle speeds;
and,
b. New crosswalks on Bleecker Street at the intersections near 3 WSV (Wooster
Street) and 4 WSV (Greene Street) to improve pedestrian safety and connectivity;
and,

Be It Further Resolved, CB2 strongly recommends that NYC DOT expeditiously implement
redesign improvements that only require painting and signage changes to ensure these critical
safety changes do not need to wait for a street repaving several years down the road.

Vote: Unanimous, with 33 Board Members in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

/o rL 1 P
alere LU ja 1~
Valerie De La Rosa
Chair, Community Board 2 Manhattan

e

Jeannine Kiely
Chair, CB2M Traffic and Transportation Committee

Copies: Hon. Brad Hoylman-Sigal, Manhattan Borough President
Hon. Christopher Marte, NYC Council, 1% District
Hon. Harvey Epstein, NYC Council, 2™ District
NYC Council, 3 District
Hon. Mark Levine, NYC Comptroller
Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NYS Senate, 27" District
Hon. Erik Bottcher, NYS Senate, 47" District
Hon. Grace Lee, NYS Assembly, 65" District
Hon. Deborah Glick, NYS Assembly, 66™ District
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Hon. Dan Goldman, U.S. Representative, 10" Congressional District



