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April 28, 2025

Hon. Eric Adams
Mayor

City Hall

New York, NY 10007

Dear Hon. Mayor Adams:

At its Full Board meeting on April 17, 2025, Community Board #2, Manhattan (CB2, Man.)
adopted the following resolution:

Resolution Affirming and Strengthening New York City as a welcoming city for
Immigrants

WHEREAS

1. Dating back nearly four decades, New York City has adopted policies that ensure all
residents—regardless of immigration status—can safely access services, resources, and
protections without fear of deportation, surveillance, or retaliation [1,2,3]; and

2. Protections in local law, including Local Laws 58, 59, 185, 226, and 228, establish
critical guardrails limiting the involvement of city agencies, including the New York
Police Department (NYPD) and the Department of Corrections (DOC), in federal
immigration enforcement, and uphold the city’s commitment to immigrant rights. These
laws are commonly referenced as Sanctuary Laws. [1-5]; and

3. These protections have been supported across decades of city leadership and reaffirmed
by community leaders, legal scholars, public safety experts, and faith-based organizations
as essential to ensuring fairness, safety, and equal protection for all [5-8]; and



4. Statements and actions by the Mayoral administration—including the issuance of an
executive order by First Deputy Mayor Randy Mastro authorizing Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) to operate on Rikers Island—have raised serious legal and
ethical concerns and may conflict with Local Laws 58, 59, 228, and other established
Sanctuary Laws [9-12]; and

5. The Mayor’s proposals-threaten to undermine these laws and compromise the trust that
immigrant communities have placed in city government as well as perpetuate fear
campaigns and promote denials of due process [12-15]; and

6. Legal guidance from the New York State Attorney General affirms that localities are
under no obligation to carry out federal immigration enforcement and provides clear
model policies to uphold community trust and public safety [4]; and

7. Community-based organizations and advocacy groups have long emphasized the
importance of funding Know Your Rights (KYR) education, language access programs,
legal services, and family preparedness resources to ensure immigrant New Yorkers can
fully exercise their rights, live with dignity, protect their families, and prepare for
uncertainty [16-21], however, the current approach is currently fragmented and under-
funded, exacerbating the gap between the supply and demand for KYR education and
legal workshops; and

8. Community Board 2 Manhattan unanimously passed a resolution on March 20, 2025,
opposing the Mayor’s directive allowing ICE access to NYC public schools,
demonstrating this Board’s consistent commitment to protecting immigrant families and
their safe access to city institutions [22]; and

9. Due process, including the presumption of innocence until proven guilty, is a bedrock
principle of the United States of America and one that must be afforded to immigrants as
well [23, 24, 25]; and

10. There is no research that shows that immigrants are more likely to commit crimes, and
jurisdictions with sanctuary policies tend to experience lower crime rates. [26-33]; and

11. The rhetoric used to justify increased immigration enforcement is a false and dangerous
narrative that criminalizes immigrants, despite overwhelming data to the contrary. [30-
38];

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT COMMUNITY BOARD 2, MANHATTAN



. Reaffirms its commitment to New York City as a welcoming city and to the principle that

all residents deserve safety, dignity, and access to many public services, regardless of
immigration status; and

Condemns the false and inflammatory narratives used by the Mayor and others to justify
increased local cooperation with federal immigration enforcement and urges all city and
state officials to actively counter such rhetoric with facts, compassion, and integrity; and

Calls on the Mayoral Administration, NYPD, DOC, Department of Homeless Services
(DHS), Mayor's Office of Immigrant Affairs (MOIA), and other city agencies and
officials to ensure full compliance with local Sanctuary Laws by not using city resources
to support federal immigration authorities; and

Urges the City Council and Mayor to create a comprehensive and unified plan to aid
immigrant communities, including other areas of NYC law that add an undue burden (e.g.
street vendor permitting), and to allocate increased funding in the upcoming budget for:
o Legal aid services for immigrants facing detention or deportation
o Know Your Rights education, outreach, and legal workshops via capacity-
building grants for schools, hospitals, and faith institutions and other channels.
o Community-based organizations providing culturally competent support to
immigrant communities

Vote: Passed, 32 Board Members in favor, 3 abstentions (V. De La Rosa, M. Fitzgerald, R. Sanz).
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Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,

adewe (b Y Kt

W

Valerie De La Rosa, Chair Susanna Aaron, Chair
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