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March 26, 2025

Hon. Eric Adams Hon. Melissa Aviles-Ramos
Mayor Chancellor, NYC Public Schools
City Hall 5 Court St.

New York, NY 10007 New York, NY 11201

Dear Hon. Mayor Adams and Hon. Chancellor Melissa Aviles-Ramos:

At its Full Board meeting on March 20, 2025, Community Board #2, Manhattan (CB2, Man.)
adopted the following resolution:

Resolution Opposing the January 13, 2025, Directive Allowing ICE Access to NYC Public
Schools

1. WHEREAS, New York City Public Schools (NYCPS, formerly NYC Department of
Education (DOE) must remain safe havens for all students, regardless of their immigration
status, to ensure their right to a secure and uninterrupted education; and

2. WHEREAS, the January 13, 2025, Privileged & Confidential Procedure for In-Person
Interactions with Non-Local Law Enforcement Guidance for City Employees! memorandum
directs NYC Public Schools and social service providers to allow non-local law enforcement
agents, including Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) personnel, to enter school
grounds to detain or question undocumented students; and

3. WHEREAS, this directive directly undermines the mission of public education, instills fear
among students and families, and creates a chilling effect that discourages school attendance,
particularly among immigrant and undocumented students; and

4. WHEREAS, the directive is incongruent with multiple legal protections, and many recent
policies, including but not limited to:
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/02/06/nyregion/nyc-memo-shelters.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/02/06/nyregion/nyc-memo-shelters.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/02/06/nyregion/nyc-memo-shelters.html

New York State Human Rights Law (Executive Law Article 15)2: Mandates schools
to accept students experiencing homelessness, including migrant children, without
excessive documentation or discriminatory residency requirements;

Chancellor’s Regulations A-412 & A-831% Explicitly prohibit immigration
enforcement agents from entering school property without approval from the
Chancellor’s Office and legal review and prohibit the disclosure of student records
without parental consent or a lawful judicial order;

NYC Executive Orders 34 & 41% Limits city agencies, including schools, from
cooperating with federal immigration enforcement except in cases involving a judicial
warrant or serious crime;

NYC Public_Schools Protocols for Non-Local Law_Enforcement®: States that
"NYCPS does not consent to non-local law enforcement accessing school facilities,
and school principals and other school personnel may not permit access without legal
approval”;

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)®: Prohibits the sharing
of student records with outside agencies, including ICE, without parental consent or a
judicial order;

New York State Education Department (NYSED) Guidance’: Affirms that schools
are safe zones where immigration enforcement actions should not take place; and

DHS/ICE 2011 Sensitive Locations® & 2021 Protected Areas Guidelines®: Prohibits
ICE and other federal law enforcement agencies from performing enforcement actions
at schools without a judicial warrant.

5. WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Plyler v. Doe (1982)° affirms that

6.

undocumented children have a constitutional right to a public education without
discrimination, and this directive contradicts that ruling by creating an environment of fear and
exclusion; and

WHEREAS, the presence of immigration enforcement in schools places an undue burden on
educators and school staff, who are not trained nor equipped to act as immigration agents, and
diverts them from their primary responsibility of educating and supporting students, and is

2 https://dhr.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2024/05/hrl.pdf

3htms://www.schools.nvc.qov/dm:s/defauIt-source/default-document—Iibrary/a-
831.pdf#.~:text=This%20regulation%20requires%20the%20designation%200f%20a,and%20follow%2Dup%20procedures%20for%20student%2Dto %2Dstudent%20sexual %20harassment.

https://www.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/about/local-laws-executive-orders.page

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/school-environment/immigrant-families/protocols-for-non-local-law-enforcement

https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/ferpa

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/oag-go-sed-immigration-students.pdf

https://www.ice.gov/doclib/ero-outreach/pdf/10029.2-policy.pdf
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counter to their right and responsibility to protect their students under the U.S. Constitution
and federal and state law; and

WHEREAS, school communities thrive when they foster inclusivity, safety, and trust, and
policies that enable ICE access to schools create trauma and anxiety that hinder students' ability
to learn and succeed; and

WHEREAS, the NYC Public Schools Panel for Educational Policy (PEP)!! has passed a
resolution®? affirming the commitment of New York City Public Schools (NYCPS) to
maintaining a safe and welcoming environment for all students, regardless of immigration
status; and

WHEREAS, the Open Arms Families Seeking Asylum?3: Comprehensive Support Plan
outlines critical measures taken by NYC Public Schools to support newly arrived immigrant
students and families, including inter-agency collaboration, enrollment assistance,
transportation services, language access, social-emotional support, and partnerships with
community-based organizations to address basic needs, legal aid, and academic success; and

WHEREAS, the New York State Guidance on Safeguarding the Rights of Immigrant
Students* issued in January 2025 by the Office of the Attorney General, the Office of the
Governor, and the State Education Department reaffirms that all students, regardless of
immigration status, have the right to a free public education and outlines legal protections,
enrollment requirements, data privacy policies, and limitations on law enforcement access to
schools to ensure a safe and inclusive learning environment.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Community Board 2 (CB2) strongly opposes the
January 13, 2025, directive allowing ICE and other non-local law enforcement to access NYC
Public Schools; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CB2 call on Mayor Eric Adams to immediately rescind
this directive and reaffirm New York City’s commitment to keeping immigration enforcement out
of our schools; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CB2 urge New York City Public Schools to establish and
enforce policies that explicitly prohibit non-local law enforcement, including ICE, from accessing
school grounds without a judicial warrant and legal approval; and

a. NYCPS collaborates with union partners, immigration advocates, and community
organizations to provide training and resources for students, families, and staff on
immigrant rights, legal protections, and access to health and mental health services.

b. NYCPS provides multi-language printed and digital resources to all schools to ensure
students and their families are informed of their rights and available services.

11

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/get-involved/families/panel-for-education-policy
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https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/data/resolution-affirming-the-status-of-nycps-as-a-welcoming-citywide-district-for-all-students.pdf?sfvrsn=3aa86 757 1

3 https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/know-your-rights/project-open-arms
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NYCPS upholds and enforces policies that support immigrant students, including
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA)'®, Temporary Protected Status
(TPS)®, and Refugee Resettlement Programs, and will oppose any discriminatory
policies that erode civil rights protections.

NY CPS expands curriculum that reflects the diverse identities and lived experiences of
its students, ensuring that schools remain inclusive spaces for learning.

NYCPS complies with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)' to
protect student information from unauthorized disclosure, which prohibits school
personnel from inquiring about or recording a students’ or families immigration status,
and prohibits ICE, or any other non-local law enforcement agencies, access to school
facilities, students, or student records for immigration enforcement purposes, except in
exigent circumstances and with a judicial warrant reviewed by the Senior Field Counsel
(SFC)*™.

NYCPS collaborates with the NYPD School Safety Division to ensure that School
Safety Agents (SSAs)'® do not participate in federal immigration enforcement and do
not inquire about or record immigration status.

NYCPS explicitly prohibits School Safety Agents from detaining students or any
persons on ICE requests, ICE transfer requests, or allowing ICE to use school facilities
for immigration enforcement purposes.

NYCPS ensures that all students, regardless of immigration status and according to
their rights, receive equal access to school services, including free lunch programs,
pupil transportation, and academic programming.

NYCPS upholds New York State Human Rights Law protections that prohibit
discrimination based on race, ethnicity, nationality, or immigration status.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CB2 urges Mayor Eric Adams and the New York City
Public Schools to affirm these commitments and work closely with local communities to ensure
the safety, dignity, and educational rights of all students.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that CB2 acknowledge the February 12, 2025, letter?® from
Chancellor Melissa Aviles-Ramos reaffirming NYC Public Schools’ commitment to protecting all
students, we urge the Department of Education to take concrete steps to enforce these protections
by strengthening policies that prohibit ICE and non-local law enforcement from accessing schools,
ensuring staff are fully trained on protocols and have the resources they need, and expanding
outreach to inform families of their rights and available resources.
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https://www.usa.gov/daca

https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/temporary-protected-status

http://studentprivacy.ed.gov/ferpa
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https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/legal/office-of-general-counsel-overview-contacts/senior-field-counsel

9 https://www.nyc.gov/site/nypd/careers/civilians/school-safety-agents.page
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that CB2 calls on City leadership to provide clear assurances
to students, families, and educators that NYC schools will remain safe and protected spaces for
all, regardless of immigration status.

Vote: Unanimous, 41 Board Members in favor.

We respectfully request that your agency take action consistent with the positions expressed in
the above.

Sincerely,
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Susan Kent, Chair Patricia Laraia, Chair
Community Board 2 / Manhattan Human Services Committee
Community Board 2 / Manhattan

cc: Hon. Christopher Marte, NYC Council, 1st District
Hon. Carlina Rivera, NYC Council, 2nd District
Hon. Erik Bottcher, NYC Council, 3rd District
Hon. Adrienne Adams, NYC Council Speaker
Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NY State Senate, 27th District
Hon. Brad Hoylman-Sigal, NY State Senate, 47th District
Hon. Grace Lee, State Assembly, 65th District
Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NY State Assembly, 66th District
Kelly McGuire, District 2 Superintendent
Council District 2
Dr. Angela Green, Chairperson, PEP
Gregory Faulkner, Vice Chairperson, PEP
Mae Lee, CB 3



