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March 26, 2025

Hon. Doug Burgum

Secretary of the Interior

United States Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240

Hon. Jessica Bowron
Acting Director
National Park Service
1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Hon. Secretary Burgum and Hon. Acting Director Bowron:

At its Full Board meeting on March 20, 2025, Community Board #2, Manhattan (CB2, Man.)
adopted the following resolution:

Resolution opposing alteration to the National Parks Service’s description of the Stonewall
National Monument

WHEREAS

1. The Stonewall National Monument, located in Manhattan’s Community District 2, is the
National Park Service’s first site to honor the importance of the LGBTQ civil rights movement
in the historical narrative of the United States; and

2. Since the site’s designation as a national monument in 2016, the NPS has described this
monument as celebrating the rights of “LGBT” Americans and continues to do so on one of'its
web pages; and

3. While the nomenclature for this civil rights movement varies and has been known by acronyms
such as “LGBT,” “LGBTQ,” “LGBTQ+,” and others, the “T” for “Transgender” is always
included; and

4. As of February 13, 2025, the wording on the NPS website has changed to “LGB,” erasing the
word “Transgender” from the description of those whose civil rights are commemorated in this
monument; and



https://www.nps.gov/places/stonewall-national-monument.htm
https://www.nps.gov/places/stonewall-national-monument.htm
https://www.nps.gov/ston/index.htm

5.

The word “transgender” describes people whose gender identity does not correspond with the
sex registered for them at birth, and in modern parlance has replaced pejorative terms historically
used as slurs; and

That there were transgender men and women at the Stonewall Inn in 1969, and that there are and
have been transgender Americans throughout the nation’s history, is undisputed fact; and
Millions of individuals from all nationalities and walks of life visit the Stonewall National
Monument each year and rely on its historical accuracy to provide education, inspiration, or
personal pride.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT COMMUNITY BOARD 2, MANHATTAN

L.

2.

Is proud to house the nation’s first national monument to the civil rights movement of the
LGBTQ community; and

Strongly objects to the offense committed by the National Parks Service of erasing the initial “T”
— for “Transgender” - from a monument intended to accurately record history and honor those
who have fought for their civil rights as American citizens; and

Interprets this alteration of language as a statement by NPS denying that transgender individuals
exist; or denying that they were historically harmed by laws and prejudice; or denying that they
merit inclusion in the civil rights movement that this monument commemorates; and

Finds that any of these objectives is offensive, inaccurate, and subverts the stated mission of the
NPS to “preserve unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values of the National Park
System for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations.”

Calls for the immediate restoration of the word "transgender" (and its abbreviation) on the
Stonewall National Monument website and all related documents.

In the absence of federal action, calls upon the City and the State to add signage in clear view of
the monument, recognizing the contribution of all LGBT participants in the rights movement.

Vote: Unanimous, 41 Board Members in favor.

We respectfully request that your agency take action consistent with the positions expressed in

the above.

Sincerely,

Susan Kent, Chair Susanna Aaron, Chair

Community Board 2 / Manhattan Human Services Committee
Community Board 2 / Manhattan

cc: Hon. Daniel Goldman, US Congress Representative, 10th District

Hon. Mark Levine, Manhattan Borough President
Hon. Christopher Marte, NYC Council, 1st District
Hon. Carlina Rivera, NYC Council, 2nd District
Hon. Erik Bottcher, NYC Council, 3rd District



Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NY State Senate, 27th District
Hon. Brad Hoylman-Sigal, NY State Senate, 47th District
Hon. Grace Lee, State Assembly, 65th District

Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NY State Assembly, 66th District



