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TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
October 2024

The Traffic and Transportation Committee of Community Board #2, Manhattan held its monthly
meeting on Tuesday, October 29, 2024, at 6:30 p.m., in Hybrid format (in person at CB2 office
and online).

Board Members Present in Person: Shirley Secunda, (Chair), Jeannine Kiely, Ben Listman,
Lois Rakoff, Rocio Sanz, Antony Wong.

Board Members Present Remotely: Stella Fitzgerald.

Board Members Absent with notification: Amy Brenna, Susan Gammie, Janet Liff.
Public Members Present in Person:

Public Members Present Remotely: Joseph Flahaven, Daniel Miller.

Public Members Absent:

Other Board Members Present:
Remotely: Carter Booth, Chenault Spence.

Guests: lan Francis, Rajat Agarwal, Geoff Rick & Melinda Munoz (NYSDOT), Kate Scherer
(NYC DOT), Roy Ruiz (Assembly Member Deborah Glick), Ben Platt (NYS Senator Brad
Hoylman-Sigal), Nicole Barth (Council Member Erik Bottcher), Anthony luliano (CAU), Pete
Davies, Kevin Duggan, James Morris, Charles O’Neill, Darlene Lutz, Jonathan Weizmann,
Daniel Sutton, Jose Monfort, Robert Bowen, Christopher Sanders, Andre Braga, Avi
Mirchandani, Luigi Casinelli, Louis Moore.

MINUTES:

Presentation of overview of upcoming Route 9A Mobility and Safety Improvement Study
by the New York State Dept. of Transportation.

lan Francis, Regional Planning Manager for the NYS Dept. of Transportation Region 11 (New
York City), presented a preview of the Route 9A mobility and safety improvement study that
they are conducting. Work on the study began this past September and is expected to last
approximately 26 months (through the winter of 2026). It is taking place on Route 9A from W.



59t St. down to Battery Place, encompassing a five-mile corridor. They’ve begun to collect data
and have met with elected officials. It is the first time such a study has been done since 9A was
built 30 years ago (executed in 1992). There was no Hudson River Park then (first conceived in
1998), and conditions in that area have changed vastly since that time, with new residential and
commercial buildings, parks and public spaces, and Route 9A has become more congested with
vehicles, cyclists as well as pedestrians. What was once an industrial zone and a boulevard built
to accommodate heavy truck traffic for industries like the Meatpacking District is now primarily
a residential area with homes lining the east side of 9A. The project’s cost is estimated at $2
million. A consultant, HDR, an architectural and engineering company, has been hired to help
conduct the study.

Community involvement and input is a priority. The study’s goal is to enhance safety and
mobility for all the users, and NYSDOT wants to ensure the study remains relevant and
responsive to the needs of the community. They’re looking to actively involve the public and are
setting up a Transportation Partnering Committee to share a broad range of perspectives and help
guide and provide input, including local stakeholders, advocacy groups, community boards,
organizations along the corridor, BIDs, and transportation subject matter experts. It’s expected to
meet four times. They’1l be coordinating with other agencies, such as NYC DOT, NYC DPR,
Battery Park City Authority, NYC Dept. of Planning, MTA and HRPT. They’re looking for
recommendations from the community because, they say, the community knows the area better
than they do. The aim is to develop a vision that will be used by the different agencies as a guide
to how to move forward. The public will have an opportunity to take part in public information
meetings. There will be three in-person public meetings during phases 1, 2 and 4.

Key concerns that they’ve identified so far are the need to reduce crashes, the need for safety for
pedestrians and bicyclists, a need for better pedestrian connectivity across Route 9A, between the
neighborhoods and Hudson River Park, the need for resiliency and to protect against flood
events, and the need for safety regarding e-bikes utilizing the shared space. They’re seeking to
understand the current and future needs along the corridor. In addition to evaluating and
developing transportation strategies and recommending transportation concepts for future
analysis, they will evaluate environmental and natural resources, cultural and community needs
as well.

The study will be in four phases: 1. Data collection/ Existing Conditions (on site and through
local input) and discussion of findings with the participants. 2. Concept development (based on
the findings and discussion) and sharing and discussing the options developed with the
participants and getting feedback. 3. Concept refinement, i.e. further development of concepts
based on feedback from phases 1 & 2 at a sketch level. 4. Refined and finalized concept
recommendations with associated impacts and high level costs. They will develop short,
medium and long term alternative concepts that they can move forward with. If there’s low
hanging fruit that can be implemented quickly, they will try to get it done.

A transportation partnering committee meeting is expected to be scheduled later in November.
Invitations will be sent to the community board office. They’re hoping to hold it in person, but
expect it will be hybrid. In-person meetings will be held in an accessible location near the



corridor after work hours and will be held in a variety of formats from presentations to open
houses to workshops. Virtual public meetings also will be held, on Zoom.

NYS DOT is developing a project website that will be loaded with all new information as well as
upcoming meeting dates, news releases and contact information. They’re also creating a special
email address for all study-related comments, questions and thoughts. CB2 will be notified when
it’s all ready.

Respectfully submitted,
:)\Ja /,Ui'u/ QC Lereb
Shirley Secunda, Chair

Traffic and Transportation Committee
Community Board #2, Manhattan



