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28 January 2025
To: Tremaine Wright Felicia A. B. Reid
Chair Executive Deputy Director
NYS Cannabis Control Board Acting Executive Director

NYS Office of Cannabis Management

RE: License Renewal: OCM-CAURD-23-000002
Roland Connor/Smacked LLC
144 Bleecker St. NY, NY 10012

Dear Chair Wright, and Acting Executive Director Reid,

Community Board 2 Manhattan adopted the following resolution on 24 January 2025:

Resolution to Approve License Renewal for Smacked LLC
d/b/a Smacked Village 144 Bleecker Street 10012

1. WHEREAS, on January 11, 2023, during the inaugural meeting of the Community Board 2
Cannabis Licensing Committee (CLC), Smacked LLC was one of the first two Adult-Use
Retail Dispensary licenses approved by a municipality for licensure and operations in New
York State'; and

2. WHEREAS, Roland and Patricia Conner have presented the renewal application for
Smacked Village, located at 144 Bleecker Street, NY 10012; and

3. WHEREAS, the business has updated its hours of operation to: Monday-Wednesday: 11:00
AM=9:00 PM, Thursday: 11:00 AM-10:00 PM, Friday-Saturday: 11:00 AM=12:00 AM, Sunday:
11:00 AM-7:00 PM; and

4. WHEREAS, beyond the reduction in hours of operation, there have been no changes to the
method of operation presented to CB2 CLC in December 2022; and

5. WHEREAS, the business has experienced ongoing challenges related to the multitude of
nearby unlicensed dispensaries and smoke shops, which have staggered opening hours to
avoid enforcement authorities; and



https://cbmanhattan.cityofnewyork.us/cb2/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2023/02/01-January_2023-Full-Board-Minutes-1.pdf

6.

7.

WHEREAS, the licensee reported that atf least one nearby unlicensed smoke shop has misled
the public by impersonating the licensed business, Smacked Village; and

WHEREAS, the applicant was instructed by the OCM to remove an A-frame sign outside the
store, while several other licensed dispensaries currently utilize this advertising tool without
penalty; and

WHEREAS, regulations governing compliant advertising and marketing methods lack clarity,
and licensees are not nofified of changes to operational regulations in a timely or consistent
manner; and

WHEREAS, the business's official Instagram account, a critical advertising resource, was
deactivated and permanently removed due to a coordinated campaign of negative
reports on compliant posts, possibly staged by competitors; and

. WHEREAS, the business was the first dispensary opened under the NYS Social Equity Fund and

DASNY; and

. WHEREAS, The Fund/DASNY delivered an unfinished premises, yet the business was penalized

for making critical repairs; and

. WHEREAS, selective and exclusionary practices by vendors have created challenges in

securing certfain products; and

. WHEREAS, the dispensary has reported good relations with neighboring residents and

businesses, as well as full compliance with relevant city agencies;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Community Board 2 (CB2) strongly recommends the approval of the
Conditional Adult-Use Retail Dispensary License for Roland Conner/Smacked LLC, 144 Bleecker

Street,

NY 10012. This decision shall be deemed part of the record upon which the Office of

Cannabis Management (OCM) makes its recommendation to the Cannabis Control Board (CCB)
to grant or deny the renewal of this license, as per §76 Section 4 of NYS Cannabis Law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, CB2 strongly advises that NYC and NYS provide the following support for
CAURD licensees:

1.

Work with enforcement authorities to coordinate with licensees to identify, investigate, and
prioritize the shutdown of nearby unlicensed cannabis operations.

Provide regular updates on regulatory changes that affect cannabis businesses.

Offer support for addressing challenges related to social media use as a marketing tool for
cannabis businesses.

Vote: 36-0-1-1

Respectfully submitted:
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Susan Kent, Chair Mar Fitzgerald, Chair
Community Board 2, Manhattan Cannabis Licensing Committee (CLC)
Community Board 2, Manhattan
SK/fa
cc: Pascale Bernard, Deputy Director of Intergovernmental Affairs, NYS OCM

Philip Rumsey, Manager of Intergovernmental Outreach, NYS OCM
Hon. Eric Adams, Mayor of the City of New York

Hon. Jumaane Williams, NYC Public Advocate

Hon. Brad Lander, NYC Comptroller



Hon. Mark Levine, Manhattan Borough President

Hon. Christopher Marte, Council Member

Hon. Erik Bottcher, Council Member

Hon. Carlina Rivera, Council Member

Hon. Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York
Hon. Daniel Goldman, Congressman

Hon. Brad Hoylman-Sigal, NYS Senator

Hon. Brian Kavanaugh, NYS Senator

Hon. Deborah Glick, Assembly Member

Hon. Grace Lee, Assembly Member

Dynishal Gross, Commissioner, NYC Small Business Services
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28 December 2024

To: Tremaine Wright Felicia A. B. Reid
Chair Executive Deputy Director
NYS Cannabis Control Board Acting Executive Director

NYS Office of Cannabis Management

RE: License Renewal: OCM-CAURD-22-000001
Housing Works Cannabis LLC
750 Broadway. NY, NY 10003

Dear Chair Wright, and Acting Executive Director Reid,

Community Board 2 Manhattan adopted the following resolution on 24 January 2025:

Resolution to Approve License Renewal for Housing Works Cannabis LLC
d/b/a Housing Works Cannabis Co. 750 Broadway 10003

1. WHEREAS, atf the inaugural meeting of the Community Board 2 Cannabis Licensing
Committee (CLC), Housing Works Cannabis LLC was the first dispensary approved by a
municipality for licensure and operations in New York State'; and

2. WHEREAS, Sasha Nugent, VP of Cannabis Retail, presented the renewal application for
d/b/a Housing Works Cannabis Co., located at 750 Broadway, NY 10003; and

3. WHEREAS, the business has updated its hours of operation to: Monday-Wednesday: 10:00
AM=8:00 PM, Thursday-Saturday: 10:00 AM-9:00 PM, Sunday: 11:00 AM-7:00 PM; and

4. WHEREAS, beyond the reduction in hours of operation, there have been no changes to
the method of operation presented to CB2 CLC in December 2022; and

5. WHEREAS, a related entity, Housing Works Inc., offers a six-week cannabis reentry training
program, from which four individuals have been hired to work at the dispensary; and

" https://cbmanhattan.cityofnewyork.us/cb2/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2023/02/01-January 2023-Full-Board-Minutes-1.pdf
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WHEREAS, the dispensary was abruptly instructed by the OCM to remove its longtime
window art but was not notified when regulations changed to allow such signage; and

WHEREAS, regulations governing compliant advertising and marketing methods lack
clarity, and licensees are not notified of changes to operational regulations in a fimely or
consistent manner; and

WHEREAS, the business's official Instagram account, a critical advertising resource, was
deactivated and permanently removed due to a coordinated campaign of negative
reports on compliant posts—possibly staged by competitors; and

WHEREAS, the dispensary was instructed by the OCM to cease its successful loyalty
program, yet reports that other licensed dispensaries such as The Travel Agency's "Travel
Club'? , Happy Days "Happy Club'®, and Registered Organizations with Dispensing like
Etain’s "VIP Lovalty™, currently offer similar programs to customers without penalty; and

. WHEREAS, the dispensary has reported good relations with neighboring residents and

businesses, as well as full compliance with the relevant city agencies;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, Community Board 2 (CB2) strongly recommends the approval of the
Conditional Adult-Use Retail Dispensary License for Housing Works Cannabis LLC, 750 Broadway,
NY 10003. This decision shall be deemed part of the record upon which the Office of Cannabis
Management (OCM) makes its recommendation to the Cannabis Control Board (CCB) to grant
or deny the renewal of the license, as per §76 Section 4 of NYS Cannabis Law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, CB2 strongly advises that NYC and NYS provide the following support for
CAURD licensees:

1.

M LN

Provide timely updates on regulatory changes that affect cannabis businesses.
Increase avenues to market and promote CAURD businesses to bolster brand identity.
Provide support around challenges for cannabis businesses using social media.

Offer and expand vocational cannabis programs, such as Qur Academy® and CREATE to
develop a larger skilled workforce.

Vote: 36-0-1-1

Respectfully submitted,
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Susan Kent, Chair Mar Fitzgerald, Chair
Community Board #2, Manhattan Cannabis Licensing Committee (CLC)

SK/fa

CC:

Community Board #2, Manhattan

Pascale Bernard, Deputy Director of Infergovernmental Affairs, NYS OCM
Philip Rumsey, Manager of Intergovernmental Outreach, NYS OCM

Hon. Eric Adams, Mayor of the City of New York

Hon. Jumaane Williams, NYC Public Advocate

2 https://www.thetravelagency.co/travel-club/

3 https://happydaysli.com/the-happy-club-loyalty/
“ https://getfluent.com/blog/news/introducing-the-etain-vip-loyalty-program/
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Brad Lander, NYC Comptroller

Mark Levine, Manhattan Borough President
Christopher Marte, Council Member

Erik Bottcher, Council Member

Carlina Rivera, Council Member

Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York
Daniel Goldman, Congressman

Brad Hoylman-Sigal, NYS Senator

Brian Kavanaugh, NYS Senator

Deborah Glick, Assembly Member

Grace Lee, Assembly Member

Dynishal Gross, Commissioner, NYC Small Business Services



