
66 Perry Street, New York, NY 10014
Building Reg ID 129613

Block No. 00621
Lot No. 0052



Dear Gentle People, 

Thank you in advance for your assistance with my application for permission to install a 
cast iron gate at the foot of my brownstone's steps. 

I'm working with a wonderful young architect, Isidoro Cruz, and with Handco Welding. 
They've done a fair amount of ironwork restoration in the West Village. I have located the 
original molds for my fence and staircase panels at Architectural Iron. Arch Iron did the 
ironwork in front of my house when we did the total façade restoration in the early 1980s. 
At that time, The Landmarks Preservation Commission commended us for the restoration 
plan. We want to create a gate now, that integrates seamlessly with the existing railings, 
fence, and architectural context. 
 
The reasons I need to gate the staircase follow: 

The front of my house appeared in the Sex and the City TV series as the exterior of 
Carrie Bradshaw's apartment. My fault: I felt sorry for the young location scout, a recent 
grad from NYU Film School, who told me if he didn't secure THIS house the executive 
producer wanted, he would lose his first real job in the business. I relented and said 
exterior ONLY; never inside. 

No one had any idea that the show would turn into the international fantasy vehicle and 
touchstone for the magic of NYC that it has become. As a result, my house has become a 
global tourist destination** with endless reruns being streamed, generating a massive fan 
and follower base coming to my doorstep from all over the US and around the world. No 
matter what time of day or night, there will be groups of visitors in front of the house 
taking selfies, engaged in excited and often loud chatter, posting on social media, making 
videos for Tic Toc, or simply having a little party.

Most visitors respect the chain at the bottom of the stairs with its clear NO 
TRESPASSING sign. But some won't stop at the property line and climb over the chain. 
They pose or lie down on the stairs; climb to the top to peer in the Parlor windows, try to 
open the main entrance door, or when drunk late at night, they don't hesitate to ring the 
doorbells. We have also had graffiti painted on the steps and initials carved into the heavy 
door frame. 

The 6th Precinct advised me years ago to put the chain across the base of the staircase 
with a "No Trespassing-Private Property" sign. It helps, but not enough. As a result, I have 
finally acknowledged we really need to have something more substantial. In order to 
regain a reasonable quality of life for our tenants and ourselves: we need to install a 
proper gate. 

This request is really a last resort on my part. I have been resisting putting up a real gate 
for more than 20 years, hoping that this fascination with my staircase would die away and 
the fans would go find something else to be crazy about. I am finally resigned to the fact 
that the only way to have a little peace is to install a gate. But it HAS to blend in 
harmoniously with the rest of the façade. 

Thank you. 

Barbara H. Lorber
66 Perry Street
New York, NY 10014 

**At present, Sex and the City is being aired in 34 different languages all over the world. Of 
these, 17 are dubbed, 5 are with voiceover and 12 are subtitled in the local language. 
Source: DUBDB, The Dubbing Database.
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66 Perry Street in 1978 at time of purchase by OwnerTax Photo circa 1939-41 66 Perry Street  (2024)
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ONE OF SEVEN INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

IC3

66 PERRY ST NYC

STAIR GATE
66 PERRY ST

NYC
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AS NOTED

HANDCO WELDING CORP 
670 Morgan Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11222

Phone: (1718) 932 8890
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EXISTING ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT

ROW HOUSE(S) 62/66 PERRY STREET BUILT IN 1866 BY
DEVELOPER WILLIAM H. HUME.

ARCHITECT: WILLIAM H. HUME.

IRON FENCE INSTALLED IN 1983 USING OVAL PANELS DESIGNED
BY THE OWNER, BARBARA LORBER. (AIC 141 LORBER,
ARCHITECTURAL IRON COMPANY. SHOWN ON DRAWING)

GOAL

·HELP OWNERS TO REGAIN A REASONABLE QUALITY OF LIFE.

·PREVENT PEOPLE FROM TRESPASSING ONTO THE PRIVATE
PROPERTY; VANDALIZING E.G. SPRAY PAINTING, CARVING INTO
THE MASONRY OF THE BUILDING; POTENTIALLY HURTING
THEMSELVES E.G. FALLING ON STAIRS WHEN DRUNK;
HARASSING TENANTS AND OWNERS BY RINGING DOOR BELLS,
AND PEERING THROUGH PARLOR WINDOWS FROM HEAD OF
STAIRS.

·FOLLOW ADVICE OF P.D. 6TH PRECINCT TO PUT UP A FENCE OR
CHAIN WITH A SIGN READING ‘NO TRESPASSING’ TO
UNMISTAKABLY BLOCK ACCESS ONTO THE STAIRS OF THE
PRIVATE PROPERTY BY THE PUBLIC.

·INSURANCE PROVIDER ADVISED THE SAME AS ABOVE OR
INCUR POTENTIAL OF LIABILITY.

PROPOSED WORK

·INSTALL A DOUBLE GATE OF STEEL AND CAST IRON WITH
DIMENSIONS OF 6'-0" WIDE X 3'-2 1/2" HIGH.

·PLAN VIEW: GATE OPENS TO STREET, PROTRUDING 1'-11" PAST
FIRST TREAD, OVER SIDEWALK. GATE IS SELF-CLOSING.

DESIGN STATEMENT

·FIT SEAMLESSLY INTO THE HISTORICAL NEIGHBORHOOD.

·AUTHENTIC APPEARANCE, SUGGESTING IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN
THERE.

DESIGN APPROACH

·ADHERE TO THE EXISTING AUTHENTIC HISTORIC STYLE.

·REPLICATE THE STYLISTIC OVAL AND ORNAMENTAL ELEMENTS
OF THE EXISTING FENCE AND NEWEL POSTS.

·INTEGRATE WITH EXISTING RAIL AND FENCE PROPORTIONS.

·COMPLEMENT THE LATE ITALIANATE ROW HOUSE FAÇADE BY
PICKING UP THE SEGMENTAL-ARCHED WINDOWS, WHILE
RESPECTING THE STANDALONE/CENTER-STAGE APPEARANCE OF
MAIN ENTRANCE DOOR AND MASONRY.

·THE GATE WILL BE FABRICATED IN MILD STEEL WITH CAST IRON
PANELS MADE BY ARCHITECTURAL IRON COMPANY, WITH THE
SAME CAST IRON PANELS, AND ORIGINAL MOLDS, USED TO
MAKE THE EXISTING FENCE AND STAIR RAILS APPROVED BY
LANDMARKS WHEN THE HOUSE WAS RESTORED IN 1983.
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17 Grove St

66 Perry St

79 Christopher St

168 Waverly Place

133 West 4th St

Locations of approved stoop gates

     Approved Stoop Gate
     Proposed Stoop Gate

122 Waverly Place

17 Barrow St



17 Grove St 133 West 4th St

79 Christopher St168 Waverly Place

Examples of approved stoop gates



17 Barrow St Facade

Gate Detail

17 Barrow St, New York NY 10014 
Security & Safety Upgrades by Petrillo Iron Works LLC

Prepared for Landmarks Preservation Committee 

Gate Detail



122 Waverly Place – In  progress
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