Memories of The Big One
di war memorial ceremony

/ ALBERT AMATEAU

Patriotism, local and national, came
front and center at McCarthy Square in
the Village on the morning of Veterans
Day.

Veterans and neighbors gathered at
the square — really a triangle — and paid
tribute to the “Brave men and woman
worthy patriots dear to God and famous
to all ages,” who served the nation in the
armed forces.

It was a.rededication of the monu-
ment — a granite base and a tall flagpole
— at the intersection of Charles St. and
Waverly Place on the east side of Seventh
Ave. South. The monument was erected
in 1943 during World War II in memory
of Bernard James McCarthy, a 22-year-old
Marine Corps private, born and raised in
the Village, who died on Guadalcanal in

August 1342 He was the first Villager to
fall in battle i v- Az,

Frank Cr rapanzano, a Charles St. resi
dent for the past 34 years and a Villager

for the past 44 years, was master of

ccremo_ni_e;_m_lhc Tuesday gathering.
Crapse awas the moving force behind
the_community effort to spruce up the
often-overlooked monument.

Father Daniel Morey, a Franciscan
priest, gave the invocation, and Rabbi
Dan Ain delivered the benediction.
Tommi Marx sang “The Star-Spangled
Banner” and led everyone in a chorus
of “God Bless America.” John van Rems
played Taps.

Ralph Musalino, Department of Parks
district manager, and parks workers Joe
Reyes and Mitch Cynamon, were also on
hand, representing the department, which
maintains McCarthy Square.

There is a new bronze plaque, paid for
by the American Legion Post 1212 and
installed several weeks ago, on the gran-

ianzano emceed the plaque geremon;, as his niece assisted by holding

ite base. The
Ll\.’dlkullbﬂ. carved on the granite base dncl
now hard to read because of age and the
surrounding plants, is sharp and clear on
the new plaque.

Crapanzano paid tribute to the neigh-
bors whose efforts contributed to the
monument’s restoration. He cited Tony
Miro, leader of Legion Post 1212. Miro
missed the McCarthy Square celebration
because he had to be at the rededica-
tion of the Intrepid Sea, Air and Space
Museum, along with the commander in
chief, President Bush, and other military
leaders.

Arleen Knauer, a resident who raised

“Brave men and wome

funds for the restoration, was also on

hand.
“This means a lot to me,” she told
another visitor. “My husband,- bless
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: megaphone.

John van Rems played Taps.

nories of Guadalcanal and Bulge at war memo

from page 1

y, was in Pearl Harbor at
arracks when it was attacked
- and he lived to fight in many

mony brought back memories
)strum, 86, a Village resident

d at Omaha Beach in August
t in the first waves — but we
at Saint-L6 and spearhead-

ed General Patton's Seventh Armored
Division,” Ostrum said.

“1 was captured in the Battle of the
Bulge in Belgium, but I escaped the same
night,” he recalled. “There were no lines
— it was chaos. There were about 400
Germans and 20 of us. It was dark and
I just let go of the German soldier I was
supposed to hold on to and hid behind a
tree. They all passed me.”

Raised in Kansas, Ostrum went to
Yale Law School and was called back
into the Service during the Korean War.

“lI was lucky and got called out to
war crimes trials in Pusan, as far away
from the front lines as it was possible,”
he said.

After he later came out as a gay man,
Ostrum moved to the Village.

McCarthy Square is just across
Waverly Place from Morandi, Keith
McNally’s restaurant, and Crapanzano
acknowledged McNally’s participation
in the monument’s restoration. Gabrielle
Boone, owner of Pénnyfeathers, which

closed several months ago, was also a

generous contributor to the
Square restoration.

The American Legion Post
sored the monument back in
Dr. George A. Hayunga Mar
1069, became inactive aro
and no one seems to rememl
who Dr. Hayunga was. Nevert
name is still on the granite bas
from Deer Island, Me. The
came from the grounds of thy
World’s Fair in Flushing, ac
Crapanzano.



DEDICATION OF
WORLD WAR II AMERICAN LEGION POST 1212 PLAQUE
IN Mc CARTHY SQUARE

SEVENTH AVENUE SOUTH & CHARLES STREET

GREENWICH VILLAGE
VETERANS’ DAY NOVEMBER 11, 2008 10:30 A.M.
PROGRAM:
Welcome and Opening Remarks.... Frank Crapanzano
Star Spangled Banner..... Tommi Marx
lnvocation.....Father Daniel Morey O.F .M.
History of Monument and Mc Carthy Square
Poem “Memorial Day” by Joyce Kilmer
Reading of American Legion Letter
Introduction of World War 11 Veterans
Thank You's
Benediction.....Rabbi Dan Ain
America The Beautiful..... Tommi Marx & Guests

Taps.....Played by John van Rems



Villager photos by Caroline Debevec
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