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Expense Budget Priorities for Fiscal Year 2025
Presented to the Full Board on October 19, 2023

1. Request: Funds for mobile mental health outreach.
Explanation: Allocate funds for an Intensive Mobile Treatment team to be assigned to our area.

Responsible Agency: Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (NYC DoHMH)

2. Request: Funds to study resiliency on the west side of Community District 2 along Hudson River
Park.

Explanation: Allocate funds for the city to sponsor a more localized study of the west side of
Community District 2 along Hudson River Park, coordinating with relevant constituencies
including the Hudson River Park Trust and the State DOT, to allow for more effective resiliency
efforts. In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, it became clear that the Hudson River waterfront
was dangerously vulnerable, but there has been opposition to the USACE proposal which does
not take into account local conditions. The newly created Waterfront Code Committee could also
be potentially part of this process. After making this request in previous years, the agency
response was that further study of the request was needed. Whether or not past studies have been
completed, this effort going forward needs city sponsorship in order to manage the interaction
and coordination of all relevant constituencies.

Responsible Agency: Department of Environmental Protection (NYC DEP)

3. Request: Allocate funds for an Assertive Community Treatment team to be assigned to our area.

Responsible Agency: Office of Mental Health (NY'S)
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4. Request: Allocate funds to determine if the renovation of the Tony Dapolito Recreation Center is
worth doing and, if not, create a plan for building an alternative Center in our community.

Explanation: Our community requires and deserves a Recreation Center and an outdoor pool.
The Tony Dapolito Recreation Center has been closed for years and is expected to remain in this
state for at least a couple more years. We are no longer confident that the building will be able to
be repaired or that doing so is worth doing for the cost that will be required. The pool that sits
next to it has had to be closed for two summers and will remain closed for at least two more
because the wall of the rec center building is potentially unstable and collapse of it could injure
pool users. In July of this year, Community Board 2 passed a resolution asking that the new
proposed affordable housing building at 388 Hudson "include a NYC Parks recreation center of
at least three floors at the base of the building footprint.”

Responsible Agency: Department of Parks & Recreations (NYC Parks)

5. Request: Increase funding for NYC Men Teach program in schools

Explanation: Allocate funds for the NYC Men Teach to recruit, train, and retain talented
non-traditional public school educators in order to close the representation gap between
our students and those who teach them.

Responsible Agency: Department of Education (NYC DOE)

6. Request: Hire more bilingual and multi-lingual staff in schools
Explanation: Allocate funds for increasing needs for bilingual (and/or multi-lingual) teachers,
counselors, and paraprofessionals in schools that have received more students than previously
planned for, and will likely continue to receive more.

Responsible Agency: Department of Education (NYC DOE)

7. Request: Increase staff and increase wages for Goddard-Riverside
Explanation: Increased staff, and higher wages, to allow Goddard-Riverside to hire more staff as
part of its work for the Manhattan Outreach Consortium

Responsible Agency: NYC Department of Social Services (NYC DSS)


https://nycmenteach.org/
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10.

11.

Request: Allocate funds to develop a citywide dataset of rent-stabilized and rent-controlled units,
by building

Explanation: Ask the NYC Department of Housing Preservation & Development (HPD), and/or
NYC Department of Finance (DOF), and/or NYC Office of Technology and Innovation (OT]I) to
allocate funds to develop a citywide dataset, going back to at least 2008, of the number of rent-
stabilized and rent-controlled units by building, including building-level data such as house
number, street name, BBL, BIN, and community district, using data such as DOF tax bills, to be
included on the Open Data portal in dataset and map formats, and updated annually. Also, we
request an extract of Loft Board data with the same level of detail.

Responsible Agency: Department of Housing and Preservation Development (NYC HPD)

Request: Other expense budget request for DSNY

Explanation: Allocate funds for the DSNY to evaluate the quantity and condition of trash and
recycling containers, evaluate pick-up schedules and adjust them as necessary, design rat-
resistant trash containers, and improve trash removal by providing more frequent litter basket
collection, especially on weekends and around spaces that attract a large volume of people.
Responsible Agency: Department of Sanitation

Request: Allocate funds to identify government-owned properties as potential affordable housing
sites

Explanation: Ask the NYC Department of Housing Preservation & Development to allocate
funds to work with DCAS to identify all government-owned properties (list to be determined)

where affordable housing might be constructed (including sites such as police and fire stations).

Responsible Agency: Department of Housing Preservation & Development (HPD)

Request: Allocate funds for increased staffing at LPC

Explanation: Sufficient funding for staff and capacity to ensure:

a. prompt calendaring of buildings and districts that are proposed for designation to ensure
that modifications are not made that would render the consideration moot,
b. monitoring of approved applications to ensure that the work is carried out in accordance

with the approved plans and that the final work conforms to the approved application,
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12.

13.

14.

15.

C. identification by staff of buildings with violations for work done without commission
approval and those brought to the attention of the Commission by the public and that
steps are taken to correct the violations.

d. Funding to make the Commission website more useful to the public with the addition of
applications and their disposition for applications approved by staff, violations and
corrections, and easy access to applications to come before public hearings and their final
disposition including modifications requested by the Commission.

Responsible Agency: Landmarks Preservation Commission (NYC LPC)

Request: Allocate funds to complete the 2021 promised study "Re-imagine Petrosino Square."
Explanation: Allocate funds to complete the 2021 promised study "Re-imagine Petrosino
Square." to redesign Petrosino Sqg., restore the rotating public art installation program at
Petrosino's north end, as intended, and relocate the Citi Bike station that is currently there
elsewhere. Coordinate with the Department of Parks & Recreation (NYC Parks) if needed.

Responsible Agency: Department of Transportation (NYC DOT)

Request: Extend the protected bicycle lane on 6th Avenue from 8th St. to Canal St.

Explanation: Allocate funding to extend the protected bicycle lane on 6th Ave. (Ave. of the
Americas) from 8th St./Greenwich Ave. to Canal St. (DOT)

Responsible Agency: Department of Transportation (NYC DOT)

Request: Fix “ponding” issue at LaGuardia Garden

Explanation: Issues at LaGuardia Garden with “ponding” that occurs between and on the east side
by Morton Williams and sinking within the gardens. (or allocate funds to repair the drainage
problem apparently resulting from the installation of new fences at the LaGuardia Garden if
these repairs cannot be done without capital allocation)

Responsible Agency: Department of Parks & Recreation (NYC Parks)

Request: Other expense budget request for MOME
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Explanation: Allocate funds to enable the Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment (MOME)
to conduct enforcement and compliance of film and television permits. As the number of film
shoots in CD2 continues to proliferate, as does the number of complaints we receive from our
residents and businesses. We feel strongly that MOME needs to have enforcement staff that
tracks film shoots in real time and proactively to ensure that all permits are being adhered to.

Responsible Agency: Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment (MOME)

Request: Funding for teacher training on structured literacy approaches

Explanation: Allocate funds for teacher training and reading and writing curricula that use a structured
literacy approach. (DOE)

Responsible Agency: Department of Education (NYC DOE)

Request: Funds to study traffic signals at 9th Ave. and 14th St.

Explanation: Allocate funds to conduct a study of the 9th Ave. and 14th St. intersection to
improve traffic signalization to avoid excessive backups and ensure safety for pedestrians and
bicyclists.

Responsible Agency: Department of Transportation (NYC DOT)

Request: Allocated funds for study of “soft” sites in CD2

Explanation: Ask the NYC Department of City Planning, or the appropriate agency, to allocate
funds for a study of “soft” sites (i.e., sites with less than 50% of current FAR) in CD2 that have
the potential for redevelopment. This could be for voluntary inclusionary housing or for standard
development. This inventory should include all parts of the district, (and) be organized by
subdistrict and by current zoning, those sites that are underutilized, and sites that would allow
colocation, such as police stations, fire stations, and schools, for example. (DCP)

Responsible Agency: Department of City Planning (NYC DCP)

Request: Funds for baseline arts education
Explanation: Allocate funds to maintain the most recent baseline funding for arts education.

Responsible Agency: Department of Education (NYC DOE)

Request: Funds to review Time Landscape
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21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

Explanation: Allocate funds to plan review the purpose and the most effective use of the space at
the Time Landscape, including re-thinking the area completely

Responsible Agency: Department of Parks & Recreation (NYC Parks)

Request: Other expense budget request

Explanation: Allocate funds to explore funding and building green infrastructure within
Community District 2.

Responsible Agency: Department of Environmental Protection (NYC DEP)

Request: Funding for CEQR to identify new public schools

Explanation: Allocate funds for the City Environment Quality Review (CEQR) process on
funding, siting, and building new public schools.

Responsible Agency: Department of Education (NYC DOE)

Request: Funds for traffic light and crosswalk at Houston and Wooster Sts.

Explanation: Allocate funds to install a traffic light and crosswalk at Houston and Wooster Sts.,
the only Houston St. intersection without a light, always hazardous, now more so with heavy
traffic increase, to provide safe crossing to its numerous, many vulnerable users, in accessing the
multifold activities along that corridor.

Responsible Agency: Department of Transportation (NYC DOT)

Request: Other expense budget request

Explanation: Allocate funds to the Sanitation Department to educate residents on the composting
process ahead of the institution of residential curbside composting in CD2.

Responsible Agency: Department of Sanitation (DNSY)

Request: Funds to add benches at pocket parks



Page 7

26.

27.

28.

29.

Explanation: Allocate funds to add benches at the three “pocket parks” on Avenue of the
Americas — Minetta Playground / Golden Swan, Minetta Green, and Minetta Triangle Park.

Responsible Agency: Department of Parks & Recreation (NYC Parks)

Request: Funds for traffic safety improvements around the Stonewall National Monument area

Explanation: Allocate funds to install traffic safety improvements at the intersection of Waverly
Pl., Christopher and Grove Sts. (Stonewall National Monument area), including neckdowns,
sidewalk extensions, daylighting, stop signs, improved directional signage, while also
incorporating improvements to reduce pedestrian/vehicular conflicts at the nearby southwest side
of Christopher St. and Greenwich Ave., the major approach to the Stonewall area.

Responsible Agency: Department of Transportation (NYC DOT)

Request: Funds for after-school programs in schools

Explanation: Allocate free after-school programs for families. Coordinate with the Department of
Youth & Community Development (DYCD).

Responsible Agency: Department of Education (NYC DOE)

Request: Funds for dog-related open spaces

Explanation: Allocate funds to investigate opportunities to add more dog parks and dog runs,
including some with grass, in our community.

Responsible Agency: Department of Parks & Recreation (NYC Parks)

Request: Other expense budget request for CECM

Explanation: Allocate funds to enable the Street Activity Permit Office (SAPO) to conduct a
study on the effects that full street closures for commercial events have on neighboring
businesses and residents. Community Board 2 remains disturbed by the endless proliferation of
promotional and commercial events, some permitted and some not, which are occurring regularly
in SoHo and, to a lesser extent, in NoHo. In particular, this study could examine the traffic
impact of street closures within the district, the impact on the flow of pedestrians, and the
comparison of “hot spots” with a significant number of closures/events held as compared to other
areas within CD2 and in other districts.



Page 8

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Responsible Agency: Citywide Event Coordination and Management (CECM)

Request: Funds to address congestion problems on E. 12th St.

Explanation: Allocate funds to address continuing congestion problems on E. 12th St., focusing
on 12th btw. Broadway and 5th Ave. problem area and placard parking abuses on 12th btw.
University PIl. and Broadway.

Responsible Agency: Department of Transportation (NYC DOT)

Request: Funds to address Playground of the Americas

Explanation: Allocate funds for a re-imagining of the Playground of the Americas at Houston St.

and Avenue of the Americas.

Responsible Agency: Department of Parks & Recreation (NYC Parks)

Request: Funds to add temporary barriers to bike on West Houston St.

Explanation: Allocate funds to install temporary protective barriers to the bike lane on West
Houston St. btw. Washington and West Sts. to provide safer access to the Hudson River Park
greenway, until more permanent safety improvements can be added.

Responsible Agency: Department of Transportation (NYC DOT)

Request: Funds to repair drain at VVesuvio Playground

Explanation: Cleaning up drain at the southwest corner of VVesuvio Playground until it is possible
to properly connect the drain to the sewer

Responsible Agency: Department of Parks & Recreation (NYC Parks)

Request: Funds for a shared street on University PI.

Explanation: Allocate funds to install a fully continuous shared street on University PI. all the
way from 14th St. to W. 4th St., as soon as feasible, considering provision for deliveries, drop-
off/pickups, emergency, and other necessary access.

Responsible Agency: Department of Transportation (DOT)
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35.

36.

37.

Request: Funds to address and mitigate rat issues at specific park locations in CD2

Explanation: Despite efforts by the Department of Parks and Recreation to address the problem
of rat infestation, the CB2 office constantly receives complaints about rats in Washington Square
Park and the parks along Avenue of the Americas (Minetta Triangle, Minetta Playground and
Golden Swan). We are requesting additional resources targeting it and note that special focus
should be paid to rat burrows and tunneling in and around trees because such damage to the root
base is causing trees to lean and eventually damaged trees have to be removed because of the
hazard of them falling.

Responsible Agency: Department of Parks & Recreation (NYC Parks)

Request: Funds to improve pedestrian safety around W. 8th St., 6th and Greenwich Aves.

Explanation: Allocate funds to reduce speeding and directional impacts at the pedestrian
crossing on the east side of W. 8th St. at 6th Ave. and at the intersection of W. 8th St., 6th and
Greenwich Aves.

Responsible Agency: Department of Transportation (NYC DOT)

Request: Funds to study blocks with dangerous traffic conditions.

Explanation: Allocate funds to conduct a study of the blocks with and/or impacted by design
changes related to dangerous traffic conditions on Jane St. btw. Greenwich and 8th Aves. and at
the W. 13th St./Greenwich Ave./Horatio St. intersection, including Jane btw. Greenwich and 8th
Aves., Greenwich btw. 8th Ave. & Jane, Horatio btw. W. 4th St. and 8th Ave. and W. 13th
approaching Greenwich Ave./Horatio St. (DOT).

Responsible Agency: Department of Transportation (NYC DOT)



