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November 30, 2020

Hon. Bill de Blasio Richard Carranza

Mayor Chancellor, NYC Department of Education
City Hall 52 Chambers Street

New York, NY 10007 New York, NY 10007

Dear Mayor de Blasio and Chancellor Carranza:

At its Full Board meeting November 19, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution:

Resolution to Extend Priority Admissions for Middle Schools and High Schools to Students from
Community School District 1 and Community School District 2

Whereas:

1. On September 7, 2020, Community Education Council District 2 passed Resolution #153 to Extend
Priority Admissions for Community School District 2 Middle Schools, and High Schools to Students
from Community School District 1;

2. Community Board 2 is fully committed to supporting and advancing principles of racial and economic
justice, especially as these principles apply in the educational context;

3. CB 2 rejects and seeks to undo any systems of education which keep racial minorities geographically
isolated and separated from their peers by either implicit or explicit governmental policies that exist, or
have existed, throughout our society;

4. Rejecting and undoing racism requires swift and definitive action from those in a position to influence
change;

5. One troubling example of segregation within the New York City’s public schools directly involves
Community School District 2 (“District 2”’) and Community School District 1 (“District 1”’); namely, how
decades ago’, a section of Manhattan currently known as Community School District 1 (“District 1),

11n 1969, the NYC Board of Education created a 32-district school system, allowing Manhattan to retain six districts with support by a
letter from Governor Rockefeller, even though Manhattan did not meet the State Legislature’s requirement that each community school


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rwMEVfwbZbeaoHarYGtBmv6mujEp37Nc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rwMEVfwbZbeaoHarYGtBmv6mujEp37Nc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rwMEVfwbZbeaoHarYGtBmv6mujEp37Nc/view

which had and continues to have a higher percentage of students of color, low-income students, and
students who live in public housing than District 2, and which the current District 2 surrounds to the
north, west, and south (the eastern border of District 1 is the East River, making it an “island district”
relative to District 2), was carved away from District 2 resulting in, even if unintentionally, a segregated,
lower income, racially isolated student body in District 1 (See maps A, B and C and Table I);

6. While the District 1/District 2 border has little segregative impact on elementary school students, who
largely are assigned to their most local school(s), the border plays a substantial role in segregating District
1 students away from District 2 students in middle and high school due to the application of in-district
admissions priority;

a. Students of District 1, a much smaller adjoining district to District 22, do not have access to
schools in the larger District 2 and do not have priority in admission;

b. District 2’s middle schools and high schools are in high demand and should be available for
students and residents of District 1°;

7. The maintenance and support of District 1/District 2 segregation for middle and high school is
emphasized by the decision to allow some of District 1’s higher income students, who live in the
northernmost portion of the district, to switch to District 2 for middle and high school, while some of
District 2’s poorest students - who are overwhelmingly students of color - are switched to District 1 for
middle and high school, thereby keeping them out of District 2’s middle and high school due to in-district
priority;

8. Using school district lines to keep poorer students and students of color out of District 2’s middle, and
high schools, and racially isolated in District 1 schools, even if unintentional, is antithetical to the CB 2’s
commitment to racial and economic justice; and,

9. CB 2 wishes to be a change agent for tearing down racism and classism in our city and its schools, and
integrating its student body, and wishes to do so in a manner that is swift, deliberate, and positive while
maintaining rigorous, challenging, and inspiring academics;

Therefore be it resolved that Community Board 2 calls on the City of New York, Mayor Bill de Blasio, and
New York City School Chancellor Richard Carranza to immediately grant all students who live in Community
School District 1 the same priority for admissions into Community School District 2 middle and high schools as
those received by students who live in District 2.

VOTE: Unanimous, with 46 Board Members in favor.

district have an average daily attendance of at least 20,000 students. In its announcement, the Board said that “The responses of the
Manhattan public have indicated the strongest possible opposition to a reduction in the number of districts from six to five. The people
have pointed out, quite correctly, that such action would vitiate the entire community district concept, destroy the good working
relationships and interpersonal contacts built up over the years, eliminate natural boundaries in many cases and result in intense public
opposition.” Buder, Leonard. (1969, November 16). City Board Plans a School System of 32. The New York Times, pp. 1, 52.
https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1969/11/17/89384241.pdf?pdf redirect=true&ip=0.

2 In the 2018-2019 school year, District 1 (D1) and District 2 (D2) enrolled 35,468 students in elementary and middle schools -- 6,948
(20%) in D1 vs. 28,520 (80%) in D2. Data is from the 2018-2019 NYC DOE Demographic Snapshot,
https://infohub.nyced.org/reports/school-quality/information-and-data-overview. See Table 1.

3 District 2 (D2) students and residents have priority for 19 middle schools and five high schools -- Baruch College Campus (98% of offers
to D2 students or residents), Eleanor Roosevelt High School (100% of offers to D2 students or residents), NYC Lab School for
Collaborative Studies (98% of offers to D2 students or residents), NYC Museum School (62% of offers to D2 students or residents) and
Millennium High School, which gives priority to students who live or attend school south of Houston Street (85% of offers went to these
students.) High school admissions data is from the 2021 NYC High School and Specialized Admission Guide, NYC Department of
Education, https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/2021-high-school-and-specialized-high-schools-
admissions-guide----quide-to-the-shsat.
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Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,

Jé S o 72 % /7
Carter Booth, Chair Jeannine Kiely, Chair
Community Board #2, Manhattan Schools and Education Committee

Community Board #2, Manhattan
c: Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congresswoman

Hon. Jerrold Nadler, Congressman

Hon. Nydia Velazquez, Congresswoman

Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NYS Senator

Hon. Brad Hoylman, NYS Senator

Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NYS Assembly Member

Hon. Yuh-Line Niou, NYS Assembly Member

Hon. Scott M. Stringer, NYC Comptroller

Hon. Corey Johnson, NYC Council Speaker

Hon. Jumaane Williams, NYC Public Advocate

Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President

Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member

Hon. Carlina Rivera, Council Member

Hon. Mark Treyger, NY City Council, Chair, Committee on Education

Adrienne Austin, Acting Deputy Chancellor of Community Empowerment, Partnerships, and
Communications, NYC DOE

Josh Wallack, Deputy Chancellor, Early Education & Student Enrollment, NYC DOE
Marisol Rosales, Executive Superintendent, Manhattan, NYC DOE

Map A: District 1 and District 2 Boundaries
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Map B: District 1 Overlap with NYCHA Developments
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(Compare above with District 1 lines, which are plainly drawn to capture public housing)
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* The differences shown here are understated because they reflect the demographics of District 1’s elementary
school borders. For middle and high school, whiter and wealthier sections of District 1 are moved into District 2,
and less white and poorer sections of District 2 are moved into District 1.

Table 1: District 1 vs. District 2 Enroliment and Demographics
for Elementary and Middle Schools Under CECD1 and CECD?2

D1 ws. D2
2018-19 District 1 District 2 "
Total Enroliment 6,948 28520 35468
% of Totol 20% 80% 100%
Asian 16% 2T -11%
Black 16% T + 9%
Latino S0 17% +33%
White 15% 43% - 28%
Powverty 1% 33K + 38%

Souroe: WYC Dept of Education. OBC District 1 sdhwools directory, Bt fvwears district Trgncooemy'd 1.
schools-direchory vl wihidh esdudes BEST+m, a2 diywide GET sdhoal. OEC District T sdwoaols
directany at hitpey/drive googhe comyile)/d/ 1nRES0_VIGI TSIV TWATYRGALC 15 _biview.



Map C: District 1 Nearly Entirely Redlined
Based on Home Owners’ Loan Corp. Risk Map, 1935-40
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November 30, 2020

Hon. Bill de Blasio Richard Carranza

Mayor Chancellor, NYC Department of Education
City Hall 52 Chambers Street

New York, NY 10007 New York, NY 10007

Dear Mayor de Blasio and Chancellor Carranza:
At its Full Board meeting November 19, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution:

Resolution in Support of Clear Parameters for Reopening Public Schools and Additional Opportunities for
Families to Opt into In-Person Learning

Whereas:

1. On Wednesday, November 18, the NYC Department of Education (DOE) announced that New York City
public schools would return to fully remote learning, effective Thursday, November 19, 2020;

2. The city’s late-in-the-day announcement — after many students had already been dismissed — also failed to
provide any clarity for students and families about the duration of closing nor any parameters for
reopening, even though this decision had become more likely as the coronavirus positivity rate
approached the seven-day average of 3%, the threshold to close public schools agreed to by city, DOE
and the United Federation of Teachers;

3. Instead, the DOE insisted that families that initially elected fully remote learning would need to decide by
Sunday, November 15 to return to hybrid learning by November 30, the date following Thanksgiving
break, a now moot option;

a. InJuly 2020, the DOE announced that the learning models for the start of the 2020-2021
academic year would include a hybrid model that would provide the opportunity for every student
to attend their own school for in-person learning, that the default option for all families would be
hybrid learning and that families opting for remote-only had to actively inform the DOE of their
choice to opt out of in-person learning;

b. During summer 2020, the DOE informed families that they could opt into remote-only learning at
any time, and that there would be multiple “open enrollment” periods throughout the academic
year to switch from remote-only learning to in-person learning;



c. By October 2020, roughly 50% of students had opted for remote-only learning;

d. In October 2020, the DOE announced a change to their previously communicated plan and
informed families that there would be a single “open enrollment” period in November 2020 to
switch from remote-only learning to in-person learning because adjusting for changes in status
presents complicated school scheduling challenges;

4. Attending school in-person is optimal for the social-emotional and academic development for many (but
not all) students; and,

5. Many students and their families are hopeful that coronavirus cases rates may drop in the spring.
Therefore be it resolved that Community Board 2:
1. Demands that the Department of Education provide clarity for students and families about parameters for
reopening public schools including significantly more comprehensive coronavirus testing and tracing;

and,

2. Requests that the DOE reinstate “open enrollment” periods, prior to schools reopening during the
remainder of the school year when families may opt in to in-person learning.

VOTE: Unanimous, with 46 Board Members in favor.

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,

Carter Booth, Chair Jeannine Kiely, Chair

Community Board #2, Manhattan Schools and Education Committee
Community Board #2, Manhattan

c: Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congresswoman

Hon. Jerrold Nadler, Congressman

Hon. Nydia Veldzquez, Congresswoman

Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NYS Senator

Hon. Brad Hoylman, NYS Senator

Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NYS Assembly Member
Hon. Yuh-Line Niou, NYS Assembly Member
Hon. Scott M. Stringer, NYC Comptroller

Hon. Corey Johnson, NYC Council Speaker
Hon. Jumaane Williams, NYC Public Advocate
Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President
Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member

Hon. Carlina Rivera, Council Member

Hon. Mark Treyger, NY City Council, Chair, Committee on Education



Adrienne Austin, Acting Deputy Chancellor of Community Empowerment, Partnerships, and
Communications, NYC DOE

Josh Wallack, Deputy Chancellor, Early Education & Student Enrollment, NYC DOE
Marisol Rosales, Executive Superintendent, Manhattan, NYC DOE
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November 30, 2020

Hon. Bill de Blasio Richard Carranza

Mayor Chancellor, NYC Department of Education
City Hall 52 Chambers Street

New York, NY 10007 New York, NY 10007

Bill Chong

Commissioner, NYC Department of Youth and
Community Development

2 Lafayette St.

New York, NY 10007

Dear Mayor de Blasio, Chancellor Carranza, and Commissioner Chong:

At its Full Board meeting November 19, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution:

Resolution to Expand the Learning Bridges Program
To Meet Childcare Needs Until Public Schools Fully Reopen

Whereas:

1. On Wednesday, November 18, 2020, the NYC Department of Education (DOE) announced that New
York City public schools would return to fully remote learning, effective Thursday, November 19, 2020,
creating additional childcare burdens for most families with children who have been enrolled in hybrid
learning;

2. In October 2020, the DOE launched Learning Bridges, a new program that provides free child care
options for children from 3K through 8th grade on days when they are scheduled for remote learning;

a. Providers include NYC Parks Recreation Centers and long established nonprofit providers such
as Grand Street Settlement, Henry Street Settlement, Manhattan Youth and the YMCA of Greater
New York;

b. Local Learning Bridges providers include the NYC Parks Tony Dapolito Center, the Chinatown
YMCA and the McBurney YMCA.


https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/learning-bridges

3. Learning Bridges programs provide valuable childcare resources for working parents and are expected to
remain open now that schools are closed, with priority enrollment for to children of essential workers;
and,

4. Demand for these programs is expected to increase now that public schools are closed.

Therefore be it Resolved that Community Board 2 urges the Department of Education and the Department of
Youth and Community Development to expand funding and capacity of Learning Bridges programs to meet the
needs of families in need of childcare, until schools reopen five days a week.

VOTE: Unanimous, with 46 Board Members in favor.

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,
‘:;é S o 72 %‘ 7
Carter Booth, Chair Jeannine Kiely, Chair
Community Board #2, Manhattan Schools and Education Committee
Community Board #2, Manhattan
c: Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congresswoman

Hon. Jerrold Nadler, Congressman

Hon. Nydia Veldzquez, Congresswoman

Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NYS Senator

Hon. Brad Hoylman, NYS Senator

Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NYS Assembly Member

Hon. Yuh-Line Niou, NYS Assembly Member

Hon. Scott M. Stringer, NYC Comptroller

Hon. Corey Johnson, NYC Council Speaker

Hon. Jumaane Williams, NYC Public Advocate

Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President

Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member

Hon. Carlina Rivera, Council Member

Hon. Mark Treyger, NY City Council, Chair, Committee on Education

Adrienne Austin, Acting Deputy Chancellor of Community Empowerment, Partnerships, and
Communications, NYC DOE

Josh Wallack, Deputy Chancellor, Early Education & Student Enrollment, NYC DOE
Marisol Rosales, Executive Superintendent, Manhattan, NYC DOE



