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August 26, 2020

Hon. Bill de Blasio Richard Carranza

Mayor Chancellor, NYC Department of Education

City Hall 52 Chambers Street

New York, NY 10007 New York, NY 10007

Polly Trottenberg Mitchell J. Silver

Commissioner NYC Department of Transportation FAICP, Commissioner, NYC Department of Parks
55 Water Street and Recreation

New York, NY 10041 830 Fifth Ave.

New York, NY 10065

Dear Mayor de Blasio, Chancellor Carranza, Commissioner Trottenberg and Commisioner Silver:

At its Full Board meeting August 20, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution:

Resolution In Support of Open Streets and Parks
to Support the Safe Reopening of NYC Schools

Whereas:

1. InJuly 2020, CB 2 unanimously passed a resolution in “Support of Open Streets for Schools and
the Addition of Outdoor and Indoor School Sites to Support the Safe Reopening of NYC
Schools;”

2. As of August 10, 2020, six schools in CB 2 applied for Open Streets for Schools:

a. PS 3requested (i) Bedford Street between Christopher and Grove streets and (ii) Grove
Street between Bedford and Hudson streets, a previously approved Play Street;

b. PS 41 requested 11th Street between 6th and 7th Avenues;

c. PS 130 requested (i) Baxter Street between Grand and Hester streets and (ii) Hester Street
between Mulberry and Baxter streets;

d. 75 Morton requested Barrow Street between Hudson and Greenwich streets;

e. City-As-School High School requested Clarkson Street between Hudson and Varick
streets; and,

f.  Harvest Collegiate High School requested a portion of 13th Street between 5th and 6th
avenues and /or other nearby streets and parks to provide additional instructional space
and recreation space;



3. Many schools received an auto reply that they should hear back from the Department of
Transportation by October 21, 2020, even though NYC public schools are currently scheduled to
open on September 10, 2020; and,

4. Local schools also requested access to park and open spaces for additional instructional and
recreation space and ongoing approval for three Play Streets previously approved for the 2018-19
school year:

a. PS 3 on Grove Street between Bedford and Hudson streets;

b. Academy of St. Joseph’s on Washington Place between 6th Avenue and Barrow Street;
and,

c. Cooke Academy on MacDougal Street between Houston and King streets.

Therefore, be it Resolved that Community Board 2 urges the Mayor and his deputies to function as
school reopening czars to ensure that;

1. The NYC Department of Transportation and the Department of Education implement a fast
tracked and streamlined Open Streets program to close streets around schools before the expected
start of the 2020-2021 fall public school term; and,

2. The NYC Department of Parks and Recreation, Hudson River Park and other public and private
open spaces provide priority access for students on school days.

VOTE: Unanimous, with 43 Board Members in favor.

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,

g:;é . o ;ét % ,/47
Carter Booth, Chair Jeannine Kiely, Chair
Community Board #2, Manhattan Schools and Education Committee

Community Board #2, Manhattan
c: Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congresswoman

Hon. Jerrold Nadler, Congressman

Hon. Nydia Velazquez, Congresswoman

Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NYS Senator

Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY'S Senator

Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NYS Assembly Member
Hon. Yuh-Line Niou, NYS Assembly Member
Hon. Scott M. Stringer, NYC Comptroller

Hon. Corey Johnson, NYC Council Speaker
Hon. Jumaane Williams, NYC Public Advocate
Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President
Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member

Hon. Carlina Rivera, Council Member
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August 26, 2020

Hon. Bill de Blasio Richard Carranza

Mayor Chancellor, NYC Department of Education
City Hall 52 Chambers Street

New York, NY 10007 New York, NY 10007

Hon. Mark Treyger

Council Member,

Chair, Committee on Education
250 Broadway, Suite 1785
New York, NY 10007

Dear Mayor de Blasio, Chancellor Carranza, and Councilmember Treyger:

At its Full Board meeting August 20, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution:

Prioritize Remote Learning and Ensure the Safe Reopening of Schools

Whereas:

1.

Remote learning has been disastrous for hundreds of thousands of students in New York City both
during the 2019-20 school year and in the summer of 2020. Even after many students had received
internet-connected devices from the DOE, there was an enormous disparity in their schooling on a daily
basis. While students in some schools received many hours a day of synchronous contact with their
teachers and fellow students, children in other schools were left with instruction from worksheets and
app-based exercises. This summer, despite promises of daily live instruction, many students had little to
no interaction with teachers, instead learning through packaged content on iLearn.

NYC students will spend the majority of their school hours in remote learning this fall, whether
hybrid (1-3 days in-person per week) or fully remote. We need a plan for consistent and robust remote
learning now. We cannot risk a return to the remote learning of the spring and summer of 2020. And we
must provide the most marginalized students—those most directly affected by the COVID-19
pandemic—the maximum amount of support, responsiveness, and inspiration.

The mayor and the Department of Education should work with city agencies to finalize a
comprehensive plan for reopening schools safely, tapping into expertise within the departments of



Transportation, Health, Parks and Recreation and the Chief Technology Officer, and allowing school
administrators to focus on running their school buildings and delivering high quality education to their
students.

Therefore, be it Resolved that Community Board 2:

1. Has repeatedly demanded effective, equitable, and excellent education for all New York City students
during the pandemic (through resolutions we passed unanimously in May, June, and July);

2. Demands that the Department of Education (DOE) set clear and high standards for all teachers to
provide quality remote learning for Fall 2020, which must include a) daily live instruction via video, b)
professional development and planning time and c¢) trauma-informed schooling; and,

3. Insists that the DOE ensure that school buildings reopen only when they are safe for all teachers,
students and staff, which must include a) fully functioning HVAC systems, operable windows and well-
ventilated spaces, b) city-funded PPE and c) city-funded frequent COVID testing.

VOTE: Unanimous, with 43 Board Members in favor.

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,

Carter Booth, Chair Jeannine Kiely, Chair

Community Board #2, Manhattan Schools and Education Committee
Community Board #2, Manhattan

C Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congresswoman

Hon. Jerrold Nadler, Congressman

Hon. Nydia Velazquez, Congresswoman

Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NYS Senator

Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY'S Senator

Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NYS Assembly Member

Hon. Yuh-Line Niou, NYS Assembly Member

Hon. Scott M. Stringer, NYC Comptroller

Hon. Corey Johnson, NYC Council Speaker

Hon. Jumaane Williams, NYC Public Advocate

Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President

Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member

Hon. Carlina Rivera, Council Member

Linda Chen, Chief Academic Office, NYC DOE

Marisol Rosales, Executive Superintendent, Manhattan, NYC DOE
Donalda Chumney, District 2 Superintendent, NYC DOE


https://cbmanhattan.cityofnewyork.us/cb2/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2020/08/2020-05-Schools-and-Education-Resolution-In-Support-of-Policy-and-Resources-to-Implement-Remote-Hybrid-Learning-3.0-and-Opposition-to-In-School-Budget-Cuts-.pdf
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https://cbmanhattan.cityofnewyork.us/cb2/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2020/07/07-July-2020_Schools-and-Education-Resolutions.pdf

Hon. Mark Treyger, Council Member, Chair, Committee of Education

Marisol Rosales, Executive Superintendent, Manhattan, NYC DOE

Donalda Chumney, District 2 Superintendent, NYC DOE

Hillary Casado, Principal, PS 3

Reng Fong, Principal PS 130 Hernando De Soto

Kelly Shannon, Principal, PS 41 Greenwich Village

Jacqui Getz, Principal, MS 297 75 Morton

Isora Bailey, Principal, NYC iSchool

Daphhne Perrini, Principal, Harvey Milk High School

Kate Burch, Principal, Havest Collegiate High School

Jaivelle A. Reed, Principal Chelsea Career and Technical Education High School
Rachel Seher, Principal, City-As-School High School

Melissa H. Silberman, Head of School, Broome Street Academy

Bill Chong, Commissioner, NYC Department of Youth and Community Development
William Castro, Manhattan Borough Commissioner, DPR

Steve Simon, Chief of Staff, Manhattan, DPR

Medelyn Wils, President and Chief Executive Officer, Hudson River Park, Trust



