Carter Booth, Chair

Daniel Miller, First Vice Chair
Susan Kent, Second Vice Chair
Bob Gormley, District Manager

Antony Wong, Treasurer
Valerie De La Rosa, Secretary
Amy Brenna, Assistant Secretary

ComMMUNITY BOARD NoO. 2, MANHATTAN

3 WASHINGTON SQUARE VILLAGE
NEW YORK, NY 10012-1899

www.cb2manhattan.org

P: 212-979-2272 F: 212-254-5102 E: info@cb2manhattan.org

Greenwich Village v Littleltaly v SoHo + NoHo . Hudson Square . Chinatown . Gansevoort Market

June 22, 2020

William T. Castro

Manhattan Borough Commissioner

Arsenal West 24 West 61°% Street, 5™ Floor

New York, NY 10023

Dear Manhattan Borough Commissioner Castro:

At its Full Board meeting June 18, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution:

A Resolution Regarding the Proposed Design of the Interim Renovation of Mercer Playground

Whereas:

1.

Ricardo Hinkle, Senior Landscape Architect for the NYC Department of Parks & Recreation (DPR), on behalf of
DPR and NYU, presented an updated version of a proposed design for the interim renovation of Mercer
Playground, the 300 ft x 45 ft space located on Mercer Street between Bleecker and West 3rd Streets that today
has passive seating, a spray shower area and an active multi-use area that has been an open play space where
pre-teens learn to ride bikes, scooters and skateboards; and

The updated proposed design was based on feedback and a resolution written after the initial version of the
design was presented at our meeting on February 2020 in response to discussion during a March 2019 scoping
session that was run by DPR; and

The updated proposed design effectively addressed the concerns conveyed and requests made in our February
2020 resolution including the creation of a master plan vision for the space, despite budgetary constraints that
limit the amount of actual construction possible in this phase : more challenging track activities, better benches,
and a reduction of wall and pavement painting concepts; and

The current budget for the Mercer Playground renovation is $385,000: $350,000 for construction costs and
$35,000 for design, most of which has already been spent, which was pledged by NYU as part of the Core Plan
agreed upon as part of NYU’s development projects in the area; and

NYU remains committed to deliver this level of funding, but additional funding from NYU or any other source is
deemed unlikely in the near future given the city’s current fiscal environment; and

The large majority of those in attendance were appreciative of Mr. Hinkle’s efforts and expressed positive
comments stating that the updated design was much improved and addressed previously conveyed concerns;
and

Some local residents in attendance expressed concerns that use of the playground, once renovated, might be
taken over on a daily basis by older skateboarders and that their activities would create a great deal of noise and
risk of injury to younger children; and



8. There remain questions about how DPR will operate the playground to ensure that it will be primarily enjoyed
by its target group of children and pre-teens, recognizing that signage alone is an ineffective deterrent.

Therefore, be it Resolved that CB 2, Manhattan:

1. Appreciates the funding provided by NYU and the efforts of the NYC Department of Parks and Recreation to
renovate the central play area of Mercer Playground; and

2. Agrees that the updated and presented design reflects the recommendations and concerns expressed by our
committee after presentation of the original design; and

3. Supports renovation of the park according to the new design though we appreciate that there are questions and
opposition from some in the community about how the renovated playground will be used, operated and
monitored; and

4. Requests that DPR limit hours and define operating rules for the playground that are responsive to community
concerns and that optimize use by the target age group of children (pre-teens and younger).

Vote: Unanimous, with 45 Board Members in favor.
Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,
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Carter Booth, Chair Richard Caccappolo, Chair
Community Board #2, Manhattan Parks/Waterfront Committee

Community Board #2, Manhattan

CB/EM
c: Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman
Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NY Senator
Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NY Assembly Member
Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President
Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member
Steve Simon, Chief of Staff, NYC Dept. of Parks Recreation Arsenal
Ricardo Hinkle, Deputy Director of Landscape Architecture Manhattan Team
Arlene Peralta-Avila, Senior Director NYU Community Engagement
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June 22, 2020

William T. Castro

Manhattan Borough Commissioner
Arsenal West 24 West 61°% Street, 5™ Floor
New York, NY 10023

Dear Manhattan Borough Commissioner Castro:
At its Full Board meeting June 18, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution:
Resolution in support of a proposal by NYU in partnership with the NYC Department of Parks & Recreation and NYC

Department of Transportation, to improve a small sidewalk area along Bleecker Street adjacent to the north entry of
the public atrium at 181 Mercer Street by continuing the Bleecker Street Landscape aesthetic to the east.

Whereas:

1. A new building is being constructed at 181 Mercer St between West Houston and Bleecker Street, where Coles
Gym previously stood, which will have a public atrium on the ground floor; and

2. Representatives from NYU, DPR and DOT presented a proposal to redesign what will be the adjoining sidewalk

area abutting the north side of the building, along the south side Bleecker St., from Mercer St, 35 ft deep,
running for roughly 200 ft to the west; and

3. Implementing this design would make it consistent with and integrate it into the greater Bleecker St. landscape
which will ring the periphery of the super blocks and feature strategically placed open, refurbished planting
beds, a double sidewalks (with an interior sidewalk), lower fences, and continuation of the tree canopy, with
some restrictions of where trees can be planted due to underground access requirements. ADA compliant
seating can go in such locations.

Therefore, be it Resolved that CB 2, Manhattan:
Supports this proposal to improve this sidewalk area on Bleecker St next to what will be 181 Mercer Street.

Vote: Unanimous, with 45 Board Members in favor.
Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,
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Carter Booth, Chair Richard Caccappolo, Chair
Community Board #2, Manhattan Parks/Waterfront Committee

Community Board #2, Manhattan

CB/EM
c: Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman
Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NY Senator
Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NY Assembly Member
Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President
Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member
Edward Pincar Jr., Department of Transportation Commissioner
Steve Simon, Chief of Staff, NYC Dept. of Parks Recreation Arsenal
Ricardo Hinkle, Deputy Director of Landscape Architecture Manhattan Team
Arlene Peralta-Avila, Senior Director NYU Community Engagement
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