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July 28, 2020 

 

 

Sarah E. Feinberg 

Interim President of the NYC Transit Authority 

MTA New York City Transit 

2 Broadway 

New York, NY 10004 

  

  

Dear Interim President Feinberg: 

 

At its Full Board meeting July 23, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution: 

 

Resolution requesting that MTA NYC Transit return the subway to 24/7 service and suggesting cleaning 

procedures to facilitate that return and increase safety. 

 

Whereas Community Board 2 Manhattan (CB2) very much appreciates the extraordinary measures that MTA 

NYC Transit (MTA NYCT) has been taking to provide a safe environment within subway cars to protect riders, 

by deep cleaning and disinfecting cars every 24 hours, and testing new cleaning technology, such as Ultraviolet 

(UV) lights, electrostatic sprayers and new air filters; and 

 

Whereas this intensive and welcome subway car cleaning requires that the subway be closed from 1 am to 5 am 

to accomplish the cleaning overnight at train yards where it can be done, which are far away from stations, 

although we recognize that some cleaning is now planned to be done at terminals; and 

 

Whereas essential workers work 24/7, and most rely on the direct, swift and convenient service from home base 

to work and back that only subway travel can provide (and that others rely upon as well when traveling during 

those nighttime hours); and 

 

Whereas it’s demanding and difficult for our essential workers to be required to make two transfers and travel 

for over 2 hours before receiving a voucher for a for-hire-vehicle or to take a bus out of the way; and  

 

Whereas New York is a 24-hour city, and 24/7 service has been the hallmark and backbone of New York City's 

transportation system and economy; and 

 
Whereas the more thorough, predictable and efficient cleaning methods are, the more potential to ensure 

enhanced safety and security in a 24/7 time frame; and 

 

Whereas designating stations along the various subway lines where cars can be cleaned intermittently without 

having to return to a terminal or train yard can reduce the time it takes for cleaning, free up some trains for 

nighttime service and allow more hours for subway travel;  
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Therefore, be it resolved that Community Board 2 Manhattan (CB2) requests that MTA NYCT restore 24/7 

service as soon as it is safe to do so; and 

  

Be it further resolved that CB2 calls upon MTA NYCT to explore additional options for effectively cleaning 

subway train interiors that promote safety and security in a potentially more efficient, productive, reliable and 

relatively inexpensive manner, such as UV systems like Fresh-Aire that are installed in the HVAC ductwork and 

are designed to disinfect surfaces and the air as it circulates through the ventilation system  (approximate cost 

per unit: $1,200); and 

 

Be it finally resolved that CB2 urges MTA NYCT to investigate closing some local stations along each subway 

line during slow hours (i.e. overnight) and posting cleaning crews at these stations to clean subway cars on a 

staggered schedule. 

 

Vote:  Unanimous, with 43 Board Members in favor  

                          

 

 

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution. 

 

Sincerely,  

                           
  

 Carter Booth, Chair                Shirley Secunda, Chair  

 Community Board #2, Manhattan                     Traffic & Transportation Committee  

                                  Community Board #2, Manhattan  

 

CB/EM 

  c:   Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman 

   Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congresswoman 

   Hon. Nydia Velasquez, Congresswoman 

   Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY State Senator 

   Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NY Senator 

   Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NY Assembly Member 

   Hon. Yuh-Line Niou, NY Assembly Member 

    Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President  

   Hon. Corey Johnson, Council Speaker 

   Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member 

   Hon. Carlina Rivera, Council Member 
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July 28, 2020 

 

 

Sarah E. Feinberg 

Interim President of the NYC Transit Authority 

MTA New York City Transit 

2 Broadway 

New York, NY 10004 

  

  

Dear Interim President Feinberg: 

 

At its Full Board meeting July 23, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution: 

 

Resolution requesting MTA NYC Transit to enact a standardized policy and procedure related to 

maintaining open windows during bus operations. 

Whereas the scientific community's consensus indicates a lower risk of COVID-19 transmission out of doors 

compared to indoors; and  

Whereas bus ridership has increased with reopening efforts from average daily ridership of 505,000 in April 

and May to 830,000 in June; and  

Whereas the MTA has issued a policy permitting the use of open windows, but there is not a confirmed 

standard practice advising bus operators to maintain open windows;  

Therefore, be it resolved that Community Board 2 Manhattan (CB2) urges the MTA to establish a standardized 

policy to guide the operation of busses with open windows where possible; and  

Be it further resolved that such a policy should define operational parameters and guidelines relating to 

weather events such as rain, high humidity, and high temperature to provide for the comfort of passengers; and   

Be it finally resolved that CB2 recognizes the need for safe and comfortable bus transit to facilitate the 

reopening efforts in our region. 

Vote:  Unanimous, with 43 Board Members in favor  

                          

 

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution. 

 

Sincerely,  

Carter Booth, Chair 
Daniel Miller, First Vice Chair 
Susan Kent, Second Vice Chair 
Bob Gormley, District Manager 

Antony Wong, Treasurer 
Valerie De La Rosa , Secretary 

Amy Brenna, Assistant Secretary  



                           
  

 Carter Booth, Chair                Shirley Secunda, Chair  

 Community Board #2, Manhattan                     Traffic & Transportation Committee  

                                  Community Board #2, Manhattan  
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  c:   Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman 

   Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congresswoman 

   Hon. Nydia Velasquez, Congresswoman 

   Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY State Senator 

   Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NY Senator 

   Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NY Assembly Member 

   Hon. Yuh-Line Niou, NY Assembly Member 

    Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President  

   Hon. Corey Johnson, Council Speaker 

   Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member 

   Hon. Carlina Rivera, Council Member 
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July 28, 2020 

 

 

Sarah E. Feinberg 

Interim President of the NYC Transit Authority 

MTA New York City Transit 

2 Broadway 

New York, NY 10004 

  

  

Dear Interim President Feinberg: 

 

At its Full Board meeting July 23, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution: 

 

Resolution in support of providing for social distancing in MTA NYC Transit busses. 

 

Whereas efforts have been made by MTA NYC Transit (MTA NYCT) to provide for social distancing at 

subway stations by installing floor markings the requisite 6 feet apart and directional signs and arrows, but there 

are no markings or other provisions for social distancing within subway cars or buses, although masks are 

required; and 

 

Whereas safe physical distancing is one of the three major tenets, along with wearing masks and frequently 

washing hands, for reducing transmission of the coronavirus; and 

 

Whereas bus ridership is increasing more quickly than on subways, and additional measures that ensure greater 

safety on buses will help encourage and maintain active ridership while further protecting users; and 

 

Whereas MTA NYCT encourages riders to avoid crowded buses, and bus riders have indicated that they don't 

want to stand close to each other (even with masks); and 

 

Whereas the MTA NYCT MYmta App now tells you how many people are on a bus in real time; 

 

Whereas Community Board 2 Manhattan (CB2) recognizes the need for maximum safe and comfortable bus 

transit to facilitate reopening efforts;  

 

Therefore, be it resolved that CB2 urges MTA NYCT to thoroughly investigate approaches to achieving 

whatever maximum occupancy on buses will maintain safe social distancing in an efficient and effective manner 

and to implement suitable strategies as soon as possible; and 

 

Be it further resolved that CB2 encourages MTA NYCT to consider the following suggested approaches to 

achieve the desired distancing: 

• Add more buses and increase their frequency. 
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• Increase the number and use of articulated buses and extend their length when possible. 

• Block off seats, e.g. cordon off every other seat. 

• Block off every other row of seats. 

• Insert markings/decals on bus floors to indicate where to stand for safe distancing. 

• Have the MYmta App also display when the maximum number of riders to maintain safe social 

distancing on a bus has been reached. 

 

Vote:  Unanimous, with 43 Board Members in favor                           

 

 

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution. 

 

Sincerely,  

                           
  

 Carter Booth, Chair                Shirley Secunda, Chair  

 Community Board #2, Manhattan                     Traffic & Transportation Committee  

                                  Community Board #2, Manhattan  

 

CB/EM 

  c:   Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman 

   Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congresswoman 

   Hon. Nydia Velasquez, Congresswoman 

   Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY State Senator 

   Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NY Senator 

   Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NY Assembly Member 

   Hon. Yuh-Line Niou, NY Assembly Member 

    Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President  

   Hon. Corey Johnson, Council Speaker 

   Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member 

   Hon. Carlina Rivera, Council Member 

 


