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June 22, 2020

Edward Pincar Jr.

Manhattan Borough Commissioner
Department of Transportation

55 Water Street

New York, NY 10041

Dear Commissioner Pincar:
At its Full Board meeting June 18, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution:
Resolution requesting improvements to enhance safety and use on Open Streets.

Whereas Community Board 2 Manhattan (CB2) thanks the NYC Dept. of Transportation (DOT) for providing
an update on the installation and operation of Open Streets in CB2 and for participating in CB2's question and
answer session addressing the Open Streets program; and

Whereas concerns were voiced about the operation, effectiveness and design of the barriers/barricades used at
the start and end of the Open Street closures, among them:
e Drivers do not put back the metal barriers (which are provided in some cases, while in others, heavier
wooden barriers are used) after moving them aside to enter.
e The wooden barriers are heavy and difficult to move when necessary.
Incentives are needed to motivate those driving in to replace barriers where they were.
e Simple gates that lower and raise, such as those used in Berlin and other German cities and towns, might
be more effective.; and

Whereas it was observed that the signage that DOT provides is limited in both size and the extent of guidelines
included plus difficult to see and read, and that larger, clearer signage is needed to alert drivers to put barriers
back in place as well as to clarify that only drivers who belong on the Open Street (because they're local to the
street or are needed service or emergency vehicles) are allowed to enter, and also to more prominently display
the 5 mph speed limit and other restrictions; and

Whereas it was noted that careful thought and application is needed to avoid conflicts between outdoor space
allocation in the upcoming street dining program and street space allocation for pedestrians' and bicyclists' safe
physical distancing in the Open Streets program; and

Whereas there were questions about protecting Open Street users, such as pedestrians, and children playing,
from careless drivers who might enter the Open Street; and



Whereas a definition of the ideal Open Street was requested as a guide to installation;

Therefore be it resolved that CB2 encourages DOT to investigate other options for Open Street barriers that
facilitate moving them back in place when drivers move them aside and are easier to manipulate, whether
automated, as in gates that rise and lower or arm barriers, or manual, such as through swing barrier gates or lifts,
with an eye to installing alternatives as soon as possible; and

Be it further resolved that should alternative barriers not be workable, CB2 asks DOT to consider instituting
incentives to motivate drivers who enter Open Streets to put back the barriers they move, either positively (e.g.
reward program) or punitively (e.g. ticketing), in either case by installing cameras documenting drivers' actions;
and

Be it further resolved that CB2 urges DOT to develop bigger, more visible, colorful signage that clearly
delineates the rules governing entry into Open Streets and possible penalties for ignoring them, with use in some
cases of illustrations; and

Be it further resolved that CB2 fully supports an outdoor dining program, considering it critical to the survival
of our many eating and drinking establishments, and also requests that careful attention be given to balancing
the needs of both diners and non-diners by establishing clear guidelines for space allocation, use and
management that ensures that diners have adequate space for safe distancing and comfortable dining at the same
time pedestrians and bicyclists have adequate open and safe passage; and

Be it further resolved that CB2 asks for safeguards to be allowed and put in place in Open Streets (along with
guidance) that may include traffic calming devices such as planters and other types of diverters like those used
in woonerfs, as well as markers and temporary cones, all to slow down drivers and direct them away from and
promote the protection of the various non-drivers using the street; and

Be it finally resolved that CB2 recognizes the need for and supports the development of parameters that define
an ideal Open Street (in addition to the DOT guidelines that emphasize where Open Streets cannot occur and
what kind of limited traffic is allowed on them), including such features as use group, street and sidewalk
dimensions, parking allocation, existing infrastructure (e.g. bike lanes), amenities and greenery, as well as
different suitable typologies, to guide those interested in applying for Open Streets.

Vote: Passed, with 44 Board Members in favor
with 1 Board Member against (D. Diether)

Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution.

Sincerely,
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Carter Booth, Chair Shirley Secunda, Chair
Community Board #2, Manhattan Traffic & Transportation Committee
Community Board #2, Manhattan
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Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NY Senator
Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NY Assembly Member
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. Yuh-Line Niou, NY Assembly Member

. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President
. Corey Johnson, Council Speaker

. Margaret Chin, Council Member
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