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June 19, 2020 
 

Edward Pincar Jr. 
Manhattan Borough Commissioner 
Department of Transportation 
55 Water Street 
New York, NY 10041 
  

Dear Commissioner Pincar: 
 
At its Full Board meeting June 18, 2020, Community Board #2, adopted the following resolution: 
 
 

1. 17 East 9th Street - Application to construct, maintain and use a front stoop to a parlor way main 
entry into the house and steps to a lower secondary entry to the basement level: 

Whereas, this applicant wishes to restore the stoop, steps, and entryway to an historic version (below); 
and 
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Whereas, the applicant appeared before CB2’s Landmarks and Public Aesthetics Committee in April 2020 
at which time the committee and later all of CB2 recommended denial for this application; and 

Whereas, the CB2 Landmarks resolution stated that the proposed stair extension into the public sidewalk 
runs 7 ‘-11” as opposed to the usual depth of 6’-6” on this block and in the district generally and that this 
“stoop design appears bulky and intrudes unacceptably into the narrow sidewalk”; and 

Whereas, the CB2 Landmarks resolution recommended that there are “solutions to reduce the run of the 
stairs such as adding a step or two at the parlor entry and do minor additional excavation in the areaway 
to ensure headroom for the basement entry below the stoop”; and 

Whereas, the applicant did not amend their application to adhere to the recommendation made by the 
CB2 Landmarks Committee regarding the sidewalk extension and the proposed stairway still runs 7’-11’ 
inches into the sidewalk; and 

Whereas, this committee found the proposed design to be an improvement over the current state of this 
location, but wished the applicant had taken extra measures to conform to the 6’6” depth of the stoop 
extension as recommended, in order to conform with similar historic stoops on this street and in this 
district; now 

 
Therefore Be It Resolved that CB2 Manhattan recommends denial of the application to construct, maintain 
and use a front stoop to a parlor way main entry into the house and steps to a lower secondary entry to the 
basement level unless the applicant reduces the proposed stoop extension to a maximum of 6’-6”. 
 
Vote: Passed, with 44 Board Members in favor. 
                          1 Board Member is against. (R. Sanz) 
 
 

2. 33 Ninth Avenue at West 13th Street - Application is for a modification of a revocable consent to 
construct/continue to use an ADA wheelchair lift and exterior stairway: 

Whereas, this applicant wishes to relocate the platforms, stairs, and ADA lift, located on the West 13th 
Street side of this address, so as to maintain a code compliant means of egress while turning the stairways 
outward to face the street; and 

Whereas, the current platform at this location—previously occupied by Spice Market, is unsightly and is 
often found cluttered with large, conspicuous containers; and 

Whereas, the applicant stated that the new building owner would prefer to remove the unsightly platform 
(below) entirely; and  

 



 

Whereas, however the applicant stated that the removal of the platform would require extensive 
relocation of sewer and electrical lines and is cost prohibitive; and 

Whereas, the committee agrees that it would be much preferable to remove this platform entirely and 
place the stairs and ADA lift within the building; and 

Whereas, the design presented (below) is definitely an improvement on the current configuration because 
the stairs will be front facing and more inviting to passerby and the dimensions of the platform and 
sidewalk intrusion remain the same; and 

 

   

 

Whereas, the applicant stated that this design has received staff level approval at the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission and has received staff approval from the Department of Transportation; and 

Whereas, this committee found the proposed design to be an improvement over the current state of this 
location, but hopes the applicant researches every possible reasonable alternative that would remove the 
platform entirely; now 

 
Therefore Be It Resolved that CB2 Manhattan recommends approval of the application is for a modification 
of a revocable consent to construct/continue to use an ADA wheelchair lift and exterior stairway provided 
that, the application conforms 
with all applicable zoning laws, rules, and regulations and clearance requirements. 
 
Vote: Unanimous, with 45 Board Members in favor. 
 
Please advise us of any decision or action taken in response to this resolution. 

 
Sincerely,  

                           
  



 Carter Booth, Chair                           Joseph Gallagher, Chair  
 Community Board #2, Manhattan           Quality of Life Committee   
                                               Community Board #2, Manhattan  
 
CB/EM 

       c:   Hon. Jerrold L. Nadler, Congressman 
   Hon. Carolyn Maloney, Congresswoman 
   Hon. Nydia Velasquez, Congresswoman 
   Hon. Brad Hoylman, NY State Senator 
   Hon. Brian Kavanagh, NY Senator 
   Hon. Deborah J. Glick, NY Assembly Member 
   Hon. Yuh-Line Niou, NY Assembly Member 
    Hon. Gale Brewer, Manhattan Borough President  
   Hon. Corey Johnson, Council Speaker 
   Hon. Margaret Chin, Council Member 
   Hon. Carlina Rivera, Council Member 
 

 


