COMMUNITY BOARD 12, MANHATTAN
Public Safety Committee Meeting

December 7, 2016 MINUTES

Board Members Present:
Arlene Schulman, Chair; Javier Trejo, Ass’t Chair; Natalie Espino; Richard Lewis; Isidro Medina;
Rasheed Young, (Public Member)

Absent:
Katherine Diaz; Rud Morales; Carlos Suero

City Agencies:

NYPD's Transit District Three - Captain Brian O'Sullivan, Officer Damieon Frey
NYPD's 33rd Precinct: Sergeant Rodriguez; Officer Danny Guzman

NYPD's 34th Precinct; Lieutenant Salvatore Marchese

FDNY: Lt. John Errico of Fire Safety Education; Battalion Chief Brian Murphy
Manhattan DA's office: Joselinne Minaya

Public: Consuelo Laureano, HDFC Board Member; Isabel Martinez; Maryellen Novak

Minutes: Isidro Medina, Javier Trejo, Richard Lewis

The meeting was called to order by Chair, Arlene Schulman at 7:15 pm.

Lt. John Errico, Bureau of Gov. Affairs Fire Safety Education highlighted the following:

= His unit provides fire safety education sessions to schools, senior centers,
community boards and other work places.

= The winter holiday season is when there are most fires reported.

= Smoke detectors have changed and have gotten better with technology. If your
alarm still uses removable batteries, it is recommended to change the batteries
twice a year. A new law in 2014 requires that all new and replacement smoke
alarms should have a sealed 10 year battery that in non-replaceable and non-
removable.

»  Electrical fires: Extension cords are for temporary use. Make sure they are in
good shape. Protect all electrical cords or appliances from damage. Do not run
under carpets or rugs or around objects or hang from nails; prevent overloading;
Make sure they are not hot, if they are - immediately unplug the cords from
outlet; Unplug appliances such as hair dryers, toasters, oven, space heaters, air
conditioners, etc.
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" Cooking: Do not leave cooking unattended; Do not wear loose-fitting clothing;
Do not pick up a pan that is on fire; Put pan handles towards the rear of the
stoves and from children when in use.

" Trees: Areal holiday tree or live requires one gallon of water per day; Make sure
electric wires for lights and decorations are new and ways from any heated
elements.

= Escape Plan: Call 911; If the fire is on your apartment, get everyone out; stay as

low as you go; close all doors; do not use the elevator

If there is someone with disability issues in the household, one can provide data
to firehouse so that this information can be stored in their system.

People MUST call 911 in a smoke or fire emergency.

Smoke detectors are much more sophisticated and require less monitoring.
Always close any door behind you to prevent fire from spreading.

NYPD received basic fire safety training at the Police Academy.

In the history of NYC public schools, there has never been a life lost in a fire.

For Fire Safety Education programs and speakers for tenant groups, schools, businesses, one
can contact 718-281-3870.

A link to the FDNY Winter and Holiday Safety Guide is here
https://wwwl.nyc.gov/assets/fdny/downloads/pdf/fire-safety-
education/winter fire safety english.pdf

Uptown Fire Report for 30 day period prior to the CB meeting

55 structural fires
23 nonstructural fires

Increase in calls for possible gas leaks
458 non-medical emergencies

453 medical

No fire fatalities

Transit Police

Property Crimes

- Secure your property

- Be attentive

- Stay awake

- Best place to stand is in the middle of the car
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- Watch for pickpockets - they often work in teams of three
- Watch for people bumping you

- Be mindful of where your wallet is at all times

- Don't stand by the doors on the trains

Crimes have not been violent.
34th Precinct

24% drop in crime

Robberies and Grand Larcenies

- Be aware of your surroundings

- Watch your wallet

- UPS and other packages have been left and taken from outside of apartments - ship your
packages shipped to a more secure location and make arrangements for packages being picked
up

- 181st Bridge - the Washington Bridge - has a robbery pattern from 10:30 pm to 2 am - four
robberies occurred, units have been patrolling the bridge; suspects are three to four male
Hispanics 18 to 24 years of age; Bronx precincts are patrolling the other side; one of the
suspects was seen entering the housing projects in the 44th Precinct.

All police personnel impacted by president-elect. No specific unit set aside but people are
pulled from different precincts.

Resolution on body cams to be discussed next time
Reports from the DA's office
Uptick in reporting of hate crimes - the numbers went up 157% from seven cases to 18 cases

The number to report hate crimes - which does not replace calling 911 - is 212-335-9000 or
9400

33rd Precinct
Crime is down except for domestic violence

Burglary pattern in sector Adam, perps coming through windows without gates on fire escapes.
They kick in air conditioners closest to the fire escape to gain entry. They watch for lights and
movement to see who is home and if they can see inside of windows, they know what valuables
are there.

Crime Prevention Officers from both precincts can be requested to conduct in-home surveys.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.
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dFIRE DEPARTMEN'I‘

CITY OF NEW YORK
Flll SAFETY EDUCATION

WINTER & HOLIDAY FIRE SAFETY

Tﬁu winter season beivgs
about many changes in your
home., The hesting system
kicks on and you prepam for the
holidays by decorsting and cook-
ing holiday feasts. The winter
and hetiday sesson le sise the
fire sassan. Mare than one-third
of heme fres pocur during the
months of December, Jenuary and
February. Most fAires and (njuries
are preventable by teking precau-
tons that can make the difference
between a hppy and safe holidey
or a holiday tragedy.

FIRS AEMAINS THE
MAJOR CAUSE OF DEATH
IN THE HOME, WITH YOUNS

CHELDREN AND OLDER ADULTS
MOST OFTEN THME VICTIMS.

Don't underestimate

your risk of firel

SPACE NEATERS
BLACYRIC BLAMIETS
GLECVEICAL CORDS

CIRISTHAS TRER SAFETY TIPS
SIOKING MATERIALS
@V
NOLIDAY COONING

o Lo scien

PUEL CONCERNS

Keaping warm in your home should fsel conoems for the safety of your famidy.
Duirtng the months of Dectrmber, January snd February, home-hesting equipment
(cantrel heating units, portable and fixed space heaters and fireplaces) is the sec-
ond ieading cause of home fires,

The major couses of home heating fires are poorly maintained systerns, pladng
apace heaters tno ciose to combustible Rems and flaws in conetruction and instad-
iation of the hesting units

SAPELY NEAT YOUR MONE BY POLLOWING THESE GUIDELINES!:

° Have a qualified technician install all new equipment.

» Have a quaiified profemsionsl knapect your equipment annually. The inapec-
tion will ensure that the system i maintained in proper working order and
identity sy parts hat require repair or replacement.

s Schadule reguiar desning of your boller, furnace and hot water heater,
indduding the chimney and chimney connectors.

» Mave your wood-burning stove or fireplace, inciuding the chimney and con-
nectons, inspected every year by a professional.

» Keep & glass or metal screen in front of firmpiace openings to prevent ambers

or sparks from jumping out.
Seront G0ING TD BLEEP, BE BURE YOUR FIREPLACE FIRE IS OUT!




ELECTRIC SPACE HEATERS

hen purchasing sn efectric spece hester, ook for
hesters with automatic shut-off festures.
RIVE SPACR NRATERS SPACK
Neasters should be piaced at leest three fest from any
combustibie materis), such as dadding and furniture.
* Mever use an extension cerd with » space hester.
e |napect the elecirical cord for demage before each use.
» Keep young children and pets away from space heaters.

s Avoid using electric space hesters in bathrooms or other
areas where they may come in contact with watsr.

s Turn off/ungieg the space hestar whenever you feave
the mom or go io sheep.

Never use the kitchan oven or gas rengs

ELECTRIC BLANKETS

sourca for a fira.

PFOA A SAPE NIGHT'S SLERP,
foliow these recomvrierndiations for
using dlectric biamkets.

+ Use only eleciric dlankets that
have the Undenariiers Latxratosies
(UL) boarts.

» Repiace all elactric blankets that
are more than 10 years old. (99% of blanket fires
heve besn caused by blankets 10 years or cider.)

s Purchase blankets with an automatic safety shut-off.
(The device will shut off the blanket if the temperature
gets too high.)

BE

om, desmaged er improperly vead
electrical cords cause most home
alactrical fras.

plates?

Tahe a fow minutes this season
of your
electrical corde, extanelea corde,
piugs and outiets s make your
home as asfe as poesibie.

their outieta?

ELECTRICALLY SAFE

o Do all cubiets and switches have cover

* s any cover plate discolored? (Discol-
oration could indicete that the wiring
behind the piate is overheating.)

« Do all dectrical plugs ™ snugly into

* Are any outiets overfoaded with more

o Abways buy new electric blankets; sacond-hand blan-
kets may not be safe,

+ Replace any electric blaniet that hes broken or freyed
conds or scorch marks.

o Avoid tucking the electric bianket in st the sides of the
bed.

= Avoid other blankets or comforters on top of
an efectric blenket while in use.

o Werm the bed with your electric blanket and tum it off
before going to ded.

SSectric biankets sise present 8 bum rish ts these
whe cannet fesl hast er are unable te react appre-
priotetly. Therefore, never place an electric bianket on
babies, smal children or those with physical imRations
that may prevent them from tuming the control off or
remaving the blankat from their body.

than two appliances?
= Do all the elecirical applances and
cords have the Underwriters Laboreto-
ries (UL) Mark? - m:w-un-i
. m“ aracked ar “
:::::nuul‘mn;mm furmniture ..m-.l fon bulhs on '
s Do extension cords ciery more than hﬂq“-ﬁ-ﬁrm
their proper load? nﬂﬂﬂghﬁ--w
= Are any outiets or switches unusually

warm or hat to the touch?
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CHRISTMAS TREE SAFETY TIPS

treas are enjoyed in mony hames as the tradl-
cardergiuce of the holidey calshration

both resl and ariificisl ress pose an incresasd rink of Are. \E
Christrnas tves frus do happen. Oufective ighiing, inckading ., \8

electvical conts and pluge, coe simest hal? of all Chris-
mas tree frea.

o Seloct & tue that is an agprapriste alse for
e reom. Kasp in mingd that tess ook small-
or whan they are cutside and tree toppers
and staris will add to the fingl haight of the
ren.

REAL Trees

o Yost for Breshness by gantly .:-...ne.h—-
your thusrd and forefinger pulling & toward yeu. Vary
few needies should come off.

+ Shalke or baince the trem on Ns stump. ¥ an excomive
aumber of gresn asadies bl B the grevnd, the tree may
not be fresh.

o Buy your trae aarly. Mast tres jsis receive snly ane ship-
mart of tresn. Tress den't become fraghar silting in o int.

o i yous doit plam @n putting the trée up right away, make
a one hall inch fresh cut off the bottom of the trunk and
plate the tree in o Sve-galion buchet of werm waler.
Sere the tree in casl temperaturas, but shove fresuing.

HOLIDAY FEASTING

lnmn“rﬁuamdﬂdnwwh,

follow this recipe for safety:

* Stay in the kitchen; don't lesve cooking food unettend-
ed. (Stand by your pani)

* Waar short or tight-fitting sieeves. (Long, looee sleeves
are more lhaly to catch on fire or get cought on pot hen-
dien.)

» Enforce & “kid-free rane” of three fest around your stove.

* deep the ares sround the stove des of towels, papers,
pot holders or anything that could bum.

» Cook at inditated tempersture settings rether than high-
er settings.

s Keap a pot lid handy to smother a pen fire. Do nat
sttmmipt to pich up the pot or pan. St off the heat ond
cover the fire with s Id.

DO NOT USE WATER!

It will cause splashing and spread the Are.
» Trewt burre immediately with cool nunning water.

o If the ee has basn shered for Mmere Gwun Hves days,
mmcmmmnnonuun
of the trmk and inwnadistely pinte the tree into
# sand that haids o2 lasat @ heli-gelion of waler.
 Nisep the waler trvel sbove the cut and check the
walter level daly. (Inkisfly, & fesh tree may sesh
wp » galion of weter per day.)
o No water additivas, such es anpirin, suger or

-Mb”ﬁnhhn&mm
outhst to minimize use of extension
curds.

o Aduguaiely supgort the tres with a sturdy stand
designad pet o tp over.

« Do ek ven elactyic Gghts on matalic Yrees. (Use remote
spat or reflective Bghts. )

* Do not une Gghind candies or sther fiaming devices on or
NESr your free.

lﬁhhwm-“hm“m

Sven ¥ you heep yeur tres preperly watered, it will
naturglly start o vy eut. Dincard the tree immadiste-

by aftur the heliday.

Don‘t Let Your Turkey Pryer 'ry Youw!
in recent yesrs, deep-frying u.ruys has .

burner, cousing a fire

o Turkey fryers can emsily Up over,

spiiing the hat oll onto anyone neer-

by. IMIS cam
o Mosl turkey fryers do not heve an | BASILY TUAN

INTO THIS.

Don'r LeT 1t
nAPPEN VO




HOLIDAY ENTERTAINING AND SMOKING MATERIALS

ore peaple e | fires started by
carelessly discardged smoking
materials, such az cigarett= butts,
cigarette aczhes, lighwers and ash-
trays, than any other bype of fire.
The most cemmon materials to
Ignite first are mattresses and bed-
ding, followed by trosh and uphal-
stered furnlture.
fires coused by smoking matednsls
often smodder, sometimes for hours
before the Frst flarme.

When planning yowr holiday party, aiso plan o take precautions to prevant

a fire in your home.

¢ frovide péenty of large, deep ashirays and chech them frequently.

« After entestaining In your hame, siways check on, between and under upholstery
and cushions and inside trashcans for dgarette butts that may be smoldering.

« Counpletely douse dgarette butts with water before discarding.

« Don't smoke in bed o lylng down, especially |f you are drowsy, medicated or have
been drinking sécabiod.

+ Consider additionsl smoke slarms in ypour home; speddcally & photoelectric type,
which & the moat reliable for smolddering-type fires.

» Smokers are seven times more [ikely than norismoleers ta have a fine in thelr home.

Candle Light!

andie fires have trnpled In the past ten

years. In fact, candle fires peak on
Christmes day, folioned by New Yeors and
Christmpa Eve.

How does a kttle flame become o0 dan-
gerous?

More than 3% of candle fires oooured
when the candles were left unaitznded or
abandoned.  Roughly 25% of the fires
pocurted becauae something oormdustible,
such ns cuatains or paper was too close to
the fiame. Molf the people killed by candie
fires In the home wers younger thsn 20,
with mast of the victims between the oges
of five and nine.

If yau burn candies for decarstive or ritual purposes, make
your hone safer by:

« [sing candles with flame-protectiee, non-combustibile
shades or plobes.

s Using o sturdy mezal, glass or cersmic candie holder

« Avoiding the use of candles with embedded combustible
decorative items.

s« Placing condles of least 4 feet mway from curtains,
drapenies, decodations, blings and bedding.

« Macing canes put of reach of small children and pets.
» Refraining frown uming decorative/floral candle nings.
« Extinguishing candles before leaving the room.

» Extinguishing candles when they burn within twoe indhes
of the holder.

« Never leaving burming candies unatbended.

T'was the night betare Chiistmid s, whon all throwgh the Mouse,
Mot 2 candle was liT, 35 they wore all blaown cul,
The children were ncstied all sniuwg on thicw beds,
With smoke and carban monoxioc alarms instalied over thew' heaos!™

The Silent Kitler, Carbon Monoxide!

arbon monoxise (COY is

s coloress, odorless,
tasbeleas mnd towic gas.
Nickearmed “the sAent
Mliier, * carbon monoxide is
todally undetectsbde by
human senses.

Since carbon monoxide is
a by-product of incomplete
combusthn, any fust-burn-
inq appllance, vehicle or
ol that & nadequately
wenied or maintaened can
be a potentisd sawurce of car-
bon mononide gas.

feople are at an lntreased sk of carbon monouide pod-
soning during the winter months. Well-insulated, airtight
homes {prirnarily newer construction) snd mekfunctiondng
heating equigment can pooduce dangerously high and poten-
tialy desdly concentrations: of carbon monoxide.

Protect yourself and your farmdy by punchasing ased
installing carbon monakide detector alonms. A properly work-
ing carbon maonade detector slarm can grovide an eardy
warming, before desdly gases budd up to dangerous levels,

Effmcolve Murembar 2004, Oy
Law rmindaius i instafetinn
af & C0 detecter i af Clty
froumreul siied aparfiiveals.

Is Your Smoka Alarm Working?

A smoke alaem is the single most valusble lifesaving
device pou can have in your home. An operable smoke alsrm
will cut nesrty in haif yowr chances of dying in a fire,

Yhde 97 put of 10d homes have b smokz alarm, maore
than 1% of these homes are ot protected Bacaias tOa

REPLACE THE BATYERIES
TWICE A YEAR!

FIRE OEPARTMENT
CITY OF NEW YORK

B MetmoTecs Cenien
Brocearn, Hiw Yoms 112013857
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