
Executive Committee Meeting 
Monday, April 18th, 2022  

Virtual Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order – 6:36pm 

Board Chair’s Report – the Executive Committee went into executive session.  

District Manager’s Report 

• Ebenezer:  

o The Department of Transportation—we have advocated for the reconstruction of 174th 

Street. At the beginning of the month, we received notice that 174th will be repaved 

from Fort Washington to Amsterdam. We asked for it to be rebuild, not simply repaved.  

o We received a second complaint about the cleanliness of 194th Street tunnel. For years 

the tunnel has been considered a street and under the jurisdiction of DOT, but DOT 

claims that it does not have jurisdiction of the tunnel. There is a contradiction.  

o There is also contradiction over who manages the bridge that leads to the Little Red 

Lighthouse. Is it DOT or Parks Department? 

o FY22 will end on June 30, 2022. We have some small in-house purchases to make before 

the budget closes out.  

• Wayne: one of his neighbors reached out to DOT and received confusing information as to when 

the viaduct near 155th street will be completed. Have we posted the PDFs with information on 

when the project will be completed?  

o Ebenezer: He will follow up with Shinelle so that the PDF with the plans is posted on the 

website.  

• Isidro: Ebenezer does an outstanding job at the District Cabinet meetings. We should put some 

type of pressure to solve the issues of the bridge near the lighthouse and the 174th street 

construction.  

• Debby: Department of Parks is responsible for the bridge near the Little Red Lighthouse. What 

did DOT say about the reconstruction versus re-pavement of 174th?  

o Ebenezer: DOT asked for funding, and we provided the funding to reconstruct the street 

because there is sinkhole on the street. The street needs more than milling and re-

pavement.  

• Debby: we need an update on the 155th viaduct, but that’s not a project to be done in 2022. 

That project is going to take a very long time.  

• Steve: The bridge over the Amtrak tracks is a Park bridge but DOT is involved because they do 

the reconstruction work. DOT says that portion belongs to Parks.  

• Marielle:  

o Looking for Alternate Enforcement Program contacts at HPD because we have a lot of 

distressed properties in the area.  

o Needs more agency contacts in general.  

▪ Ebenezer: He is working on updating the contacts overall.  

o Spoke to the Manhattan Borough Office about the resolutions passed related to the 

Armory and they are interested in taking on the matter.  



• Jim: We should reach out directly to the various agencies to ask them who is responsible for the 

bridge and tunnel.  

• Liz: Needs to hop off. There’s a project coming up related to accessibility at Jumel Mansion. It 

must go through the LPC and PDC, so does it go through Parks and Cultural Affairs or through 

Land Use Committee?  

o Discussion was tabled because the issue is a June matter, not May.  

May Calendar 

• Marielle: She will not be able to attend next week’s General Board meeting.  

• Steve: Change the District Services meeting name on the calendar to the District Service Cabinet 

Meeting.  

• Steve: Was unable to review the new state law on changes to the open law meeting.  

o Angel: We have a 60-day grace period before the new rules are enforced. We can 

continue to have fully virtual meetings through June. After June, video conferencing will 

be allowed for board members who cannot attend in person, but all meetings must 

have a quorum of in-person members present.  

• Jim: Can people who are not part of the quorum vote? Whether you are physically present or 

not, you should be able to vote.  

o Angel: A meeting can only occur if there is a quorum of in-person board members. 

Those videoconferencing into the meeting can vote if the meeting has a quorum of in-

person members.  

Committee Reports 

Traffic & Transportation 

• We will have a resolution on whether we should turn Seaman into a two-way street. This is 

related to the already passed resolution for the approval of the Dyckman Plaza.  

o Jim: The resolution will be discussed at the general meeting.  

• The conversation around the Heaven Plaza was very intense when it happened years back. It 

was approved to be a temporary plaza. One part of the approved resolution mentioned the 

committee would do a check-in on plaza utilization about 6-months out. First construction 

delayed the check-in and then the pandemic hit, so the check-in didn’t happen. DOT is being 

asked to come to an upcoming committee meeting to provide a report on programming, 

promised alternate parking spaces, and overall utilization.  

Business Development 

• Benny Lorenzo from Aspira came to speak to the committee on business investments. Spoke 

about ways they can help local businesses grow. Mr. Lorenzo is looking to come back from 

New Jersey to the community by opening an office.  

Land Use 

• Committee is concerned with the size and scale of any development of 184th Street and 

Overlook. Any construction will involve a serious amount of drilling because of the hard rock 

in the area. 



• Had representatives from City Planning and MBO who heard the discussion about the 

concerns. Lisette Chaparro mentioned that they are working on hiring city planning 

employees to support community boards.  

o Isidro: How many stories can they build, as of right, on the 184th Street project?  

▪ Wayne: We have heard of a 23-story building. Any time you’re building near 

the MTA, the MTA must review the plan.  

o Steve: The footprint of the site is now larger than what the previous developer was 

looking at. The developer has now taken over the synagogue that recently shut 

down.  

o Jim: The impact of the addition of the synagogue may not be as big as we think it 

will be because the developer was already planning on using the synagogue air 

rights.  

• City Planning was invited because of the 4650 Broadway project. Despite the objection of 

the community board, the chair of the city planning commission had approved the project. 

The committee wants a more comprehensive impact study.  

Concerns of the Aging 

• Committee reviewed a presentation from the benefit enrollment center that was situated 

on 169th and St Nicholas and then moved into Isabella. The pandemic halted a lot of their 

work, but they are starting to move back to in-person consultations.   

• Planning to have a panel discussion on 6/2 at 1pm with LGBTQ leaders to support LGBTQ 

seniors.  

• All the senior centers are back to 100% capacity and increasing their programming back to 

pre-pandemic levels. Looking to provide more services in-person.  

• Next meeting will include further discussion on the 6/2 panel discussion on better 

supporting LGBTQ seniors.  

Licensing  

• We only had 10 licenses to review with no major issues. There were 3 that were withdrawn. 

We rejected 4 licenses for various reasons.  

Health & Environment 

• On COVID-19, the positivity rates have gone up significantly since our last General Board 

meetings. All zip codes are over 3% positive rates. This is for the 7-day period ending last 

Friday.  

• Vaccine rates have not gone up. Only 69% of people who are fully vaccinated, which is 

below the rest of the city and far below the average for Manhattan.  

• Health department reported on the scaffolding of the district health center on 168th Street.  

• NYSNA provided a report on the psych unit at the Allen Hospital. Reported on various 

staffing issues, including a high turnover rate.  

Housing & Human Services 



• Committee had a presentation from Grid Rewards, company working with local businesses 

to make them more mindful about their energy usage through an app. The company works 

in conjunction with ConEd. The app provides alerts on energy usage and provides 

recommendations on how to reduce usage.  

• Planning a resource fair.  

• The committee passed a resolution calling on MBO to create a resource platform that brings 

together the resources that city and local organizations can provide.  

• Looking to have a public forum on the Armory Foundation issue. Looking for a date in June.  

• In May, hoping to have someone from HPD join the meeting.  

Youth and Education 

• Two presentations: (1) the Police Athletic League presented on their programming; and (2) a 

theater program from the Bronx delivered a presentation to recruit students who are 

interested in learning more about theater.  

Public Safety 

• Department of Correction presented information on a 90-day pilot program to support 

recently incarcerated individuals be reintroduced into community. The program would run 

out the state corrections facilities located on 165th Street and Edgecombe. Domingo is 

looking for more information.  

o Wayne: years ago, there was a pilot program about reintegrating formerly 

incarcerated community members. The program was not planned with enough 

community input. Let’s make sure we have community input in whatever the plan is 

for this program.  

• Hosted a public safety forum with an attendance of about 100 people.  

• Isidro: The main concern for small businesses in northern Manhattan is public safety.  

 

Old Business/New Business/Adjournment 

• May 20th – Business Development Committee is working with CLOTH to put together a job fair. 

The job fair includes interview training and resume assistance.  

o Isidro wants more information to share with the BID.  

• Saturday, 4/23 we will have a Car Free Day will be on 181st Street starting at 10am.  

• Wayne moves to adjourn the meeting; Mary seconded.  

• Meeting adjourned at 8:34pm.   

 


