
Community Board 12 - Public Safety Committee Minutes
May 5, 2021

7:04 - 9:03 pm

Chair: Curtis D. Young

Committee Members Present Committee Members Absent Board Members Present
Osi Kaminer Tanya Bonner
Danielle Jetto
Mariella Graham
Curtis Young
Yosef Kalinsky

Public Member Present Public Member Absent
Graham Ciraulo

Community Members Present: Nancy Present, Bernard Grobman, Cherly Miller, Deborah
Cardona,

Called to Order : 7:04 pm

I. Welcome and Introductions
II. Presentation from WAHI/inwood Noise Task Force

● Taskforce has been feen working for the last six months
● They will be releasing full report next week

○ Tanya Bonnor shared a summary of the task force work presenting
on 1. Problem 2. About the Task Force 3. Findings 4.
Recommendations 5 Next steps

○ Taskfor is composed of scholars including many from Columbia
University, also Dr. Armarie Bronzack and environmental scholar
and researcher.

○ One of the first things they did was learn about noise and the
impact it can have in communities. Scholars brought insight.

○ 1978 the EPA stated in a study that “It’s clear that noise is a
significant hazard to public health. Studies by World Health Org
have also shown that in some countries it has resulted in the loss of
over 1.5 million healthy life years.

○ The task force has been concerned and focused on environmental
noise. Defined as all sources except industrial workplaces
(includes, transport roads, rail and air, construction and community
sources - neighbors, radio, TV, bars and restaurants, portable music
players etc.

● Summer 2020 our community had the most complaints out of all
Manhattan. (17,800 street noise complaints)

● CB 12 held a public hearing in summer of 2020 hosted by Health and
Environment Committee (over 400 people attended).



● There has been a lot of complaints on Dirt Bikes and Street Car Racing
(locations shared at 10:54 video)

● Task Force was created after the the public hearing. Wanted a diverse
group of members from all aspects of the community.

● Aim is to unite the community and build relations with city agencies and
other stakeholders.

● 21 Members, 22 average years in the community, 13 live or work IN
Wahi, 9 Live or work in Inwood

● FINDINGS
○ Excessive Noise is a public health issue
○ Activity is either against city regulations or outright illegal
○ lack of clarity on city agency enforcement roles / boundaries
○ Need for better coordination / collaboration between city agencies
○ There are solutions that could be enacted that don’t require more

resources
○ Divisiveness around culture has stymied ability to address problem

● RECOMMENDATIONS (short term)
○ the alleviation of the most serious noise issues in summer 2021and

beyond by enlisting initiatives that will result in more prompt and
efficient enforcement of city rules and legislation related to noise
and the city noise code.

● QUESTIONS
● GC: Did anyone take a look at noise displacement (people moving out of

affordable housing)? Any data around this?
○ TB: About 20,000 (not quoted) people left the community in 2020
○ It’s a great idea to look at the impact of noise on residents'

communities. It’s false that only new arrivals are impacted by
noise.

● OK: Could you get information on how sleep deprivation for kids going to
school having to learn.

○ TB: There was a study found that kids whose classrooms faced the
train had lower scores.

● DC: Firework inventory seems to already be coming into the community.
● Lynn: Thank you Tanya - It could be helpful if the taskforce shared with

public outlets (the official report)
● CM:

III. Crime Stats, Fire Incidents, and Emergency Services Reports and Law Enforcement
Initiatives

A. 33rd Precinct
● 1 homicide in sector charlie - as a domestic incident
● Burglaries were down 7 versus 16
● GLA were up 3 vs 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZBbR2YIOek


● 3 shootings for 28th day period
B. 34th Precinct (Lt. Tavares)

○ 3 murders
○ 0 rapes
○ 9 robberies
○ 19 assaults vs. 11 in 2020
○ 7 burs vs 4 in 2020

C. FDNY Community Affairs (Sandra Sanchez)
○ Safety tips update

i. Want to have everyone to have an emergency escape plan (children
and older adults)

ii. Practice makes perfect and it’s important that all know
iii. There was an 8 alarm fire in jackson heights because the door

wasn't closed.
iv. It’s important to close the door to slows the spread of smoke and

fire. Incorporate closing the door in escape plans
v. Also, it’s important to clean the clutter

D. Manhattan (Eli)
○ Updates on hate crimes against the Asian American community
○ They created a new presentation to focus specifically on the AAPI

community. These are now available to be conducted. These are also for
schools and include how to report them.

○ Shared hate crime hotline number in the chat 212-335-310
E. DOCSS (Supervisor Miller

○ Vaccines available to the population.
○ No current cases of COVID
○ They were recent reacrediated
○ Sunday night there was an assault at 163rd and they captured some on the

video and shared with the 33rd precinct.
F. Presentation on MRTA

○ Focused on four areas: Implications for Public Health, Criminal Justice
Reform, Economic impact and broader societal impactions

i. Public Health (non health perspective)
1. Medical marijuana has been very beneficial for people

suffering from certain conditions including chronic pain,
arthritis and other similar ailments and while research on
sort of the efficacy of its use has been limited by the federal
government sort of strict prohibition of research on the
study.

2. We're looking forward to learning more and more about
how it can be used and oftentimes used as a replacement
for opioids also.



3. Studies have shown that in places where people have
access to medical marijuana and it's accessible to a large
variety we see rates of opioid misuse come down.

ii. Economics
1. It’s expected to net the state you know several hundred

million dollars in tax revenue.
2. Most analysts are pegging that the empire state cannabis

could be a billion dollar industry
iii. Public Impact

1. Legislation has revenue supporting (potentially - public
education a model we have seen in Colorado

2. Other areas could include drug education programs
iv. Next steps:

1. Projected to created the office of Cannabis at state level
2. License process is still forthcoming and will be shared after

Office is setup.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:03 pm

Minutes by Curtis Young


