Community Board 12 - Manhattan

Washington Heights & Inwood
530 West 166" St. 6™ Floor, New York, NY 10032
Phone: (212) 568-8500, Fax: (212) 740-8197
Website: www.nyc.qov/imeb12

George Fernandez Jr. - Chairman
Ebenezer Smith, District Manager

January 28, 2014

Hon. Veronica M. White
Commissioner

NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation
The Arsenal

830 5th Avenue

New York, NY 10065

Dear Commissioner White :

At the General Meeting on Tuesday, January 28, 2014 Community Board 12-Manhattan passed the
following resolution with a vote of (34)In favor, (0)Opposed, (0)Abstain, that the NYC Department of Parks &
Recreation plan to renovate Fort Tryon Park's Staircase #50.

Whereas: The NYC Department. of Parks and Recreation (DPR) and representatives of Quennell Rothschild &
Partners came before Community Board 12, Manhattan (CB12M)’s Parks & Cultural Affairs
Committee on January 7% to present a plan to renovate Fort Tryon Park’s Staircase #50; and

Whereas: Then-Borough President Scott Stringer allocated $1.35 million for this project; and

Whereas: __uon Tryon Park is triply landmarked, by the City, State and Federal governments, and does not lie in
aflood zone; and

Whereas: The Olmsted Brothers' original design sought to emphasize the Park’s rough topography, including
the additional of many staircases to ascend the steep traverse from the Broadway and Riverside
Drive sides to the higher elevations near Fort Washington Avenue, but many of them have degraded
considerably over time, including Staircase #50, which is hazardous and has been closed for 4 years;
and,

Whereas: The staircase’s original features included bluestone treads and risers, asphalt landings, bluestone
landing pavers; the concrete curb with steel railing is likely not original. Virtually everything will be
removed; those parts that are salvageable will be reused. New stones will be matched to the original
materials; and

Whereas: The concrete-and-steel railing will be removed, and replaced with a new steel handrail on the western
side that is appropriate (similar to what is used elsewhere in the park) so as to maintain openness
and honor the original design while also improving visitor experience; and
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