
LAND USE COMMITTEE - MEETING MINUTES 
 

September 11, 2014  
 

Committee Members Present  Committee Members Absent  Board Members Present 
Wayne Benjamin, Chair   Isaiah Bing    
Anita Barberis, Asst. Chair        
Tamara Rivera 
Steve Simon  
Jason Miller 
Arlene Schulman 
Osi Kaminer 
 
Public Member Present  Public Member Absent 
Vivian Ducat 
 
Staff: Debra Blow 
 
Guests: Patrick Burke, Assist VP- Facilities, CUMC; Jisoo Suzy Yoon, Assoc. PM, CUMC; Marc Kaplan 
– CU School of Nursing; Lucian Reynolds – Urban Planner, MBPO; Rita Gorman,  
  

1. The Meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM.  Land Use Committee (“Land Use” or the 
“Committee”) Chair Wayne Benjamin began the meeting by welcoming committee members and 
guests.  He asked Committee members to introduce themselves and introduced Lucian Reynolds, 
who is an Urban Planner and a new staffer with the office of Borough President Gale Brewer.  He 
also asked Committee members to review Committee and Manhattan Community Board 12 
(“CB12-M”)’s FY 15 Expense and Capital budget ranking and to be prepared to discuss 
recommendation for FY 16 at the October LU meeting.   
 

2. Representatives of Columbia University Medical Center (“CUMC”) presented the new School of 
Nursing project (the “Project”) to the Committee. Sandra Harris made introductory comments and 
then yielded the floor to Patrick Burke, Assistant Vice President – Facilities.  Mr. Burke stated that 
plans for the Project have been underway for about one year. He also stated that the School of 
Nursing (the “School”) was originally located in a building on the site of what is now Milstein 
Hospital; it is now located in an approximately 90,000 square foot building (the “Building”) 
located on the north side of West 168th Street between Broadway and Fort Washington Avenue.  
The School occupies approximately half of the Building; the balance is occupied by dorms rooms 
for CUMC student.  The Building was constructed as a residential structure, has wood structural 
framing and has outlived its usefulness as a facility for the School. 

 
The Project will contain expanded meeting and office space for faculty, medical simulation suites, 
mock exam rooms, lounge areas, social interaction and event spaces and other facilities. It is not 
intended to accommodate an increase to the number of students or faculty at the school but rather 
to provide more modern, appropriate facilities.   It will be constructed on the approximately 
20,000 square foot parking lot directly behind the Russ Berrie Pavilion. The parking lot has 
approximately 110 parking spaces; one goal established for the Project is that it not reduce the 
availability of on-site parking.  
 
 The Project will be a seven-story 70,000 square foot building built to LEED Gold standards using 
clean construction practices.  The main entrance will be on West 168th Street; it can also be 
entered through Russ Berrie.  The Project will occupy the northern half of the site with typical 



floor plates of 10,000 square foot. The basement will be built full, i.e.: 20,000 square feet, in order 
to accommodate a level of below-grade parking. The southern portion of the site will also be used 
for parking, although in the future it may serve as the site of an addition to the Project.    
 
The architect, FX Fowle, was selected via a design competition.  The construction manager, TDX, 
has completed prior projects for CUMC and performs extensive work for the School Construction 
Authority (“SCA”) and runs worked SCA’s construction mentorship program.  CUMC’s MWBE 
participation goal of the Project is 35%.  Total Project costs are estimated at $35 million.  
Construction is estimated to begin in early 2015 and to be completed within 30 months.  
 

3.  Lucian Reynolds briefed the Committee on aspects of his planning work to-date with the 
Manhattan Borough President’s Office (“MBPO”). He stated that before joining the staff at the 
MBPO he worked for Harlem Community Development Corporation, where Chair Benjamin also 
works. He is a former resident of Washington Heights and now lives in East Harlem.  His 
“planning beat” includes community boards 9, 10, 11 and 12.  Mr. Reynolds advised the 
Committee that on August 19th the Board of Standards and Appeals (“BSA”) approve the zoning 
variances requested by SoBro for its Fort George Hill project, which CB12 opposed. He further 
stated that CB12 should re-state for the new MBPO and administration in City Hall its interest in 
Affordable Housing, how it should be defined in the context of Washington Heights and Inwood 
and what should be the minimum percentage of affordable units that should be included mixed-
income projects, such as those that may be developed under mandatory Inclusionary Zoning 
regulations.  He also updated the Committee on the status of a complaint brought to the MBPO by 
three Committee members and local residents concerning an illegal new commercial laundry 
located in a residentially zoned district on West 157th Street between Edward Morgan Place and 
Riverside Drive noting that the Environmental Control Board has issued a violation and that 
Councilman Levine’s office was instrumental in getting the Building Department to inspect the 
premises. Committee Member Vivian Ducat asked if the Department of Consumer Affairs should 
also be asked to revoke any license that illegal business may have.  
 

4. Chair Benjamin stated that it has been bought to his attention that the Department of City Planning 
is reopening consideration of the Sherman Creek Rezoning Study and that Quadriad is continuing 
to work to advance its proposed Tryon Center project, although on only a portion of the originally 
proposed sites.   
 

5. Committee member Osi Kaminier stated that Gale Addis attended the June LU meeting but her 
name is missing from the minutes; the June minutes will be corrected.  
 

6. After further discussion the Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Wayne Benjamin 


