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Community Board 12 Manhattan 
Minutes for the Housing and Human Services Committee Meeting  

January 9th, 2014 at the New Board’s Offices 
Main Conference Area – 530 West 166th Street – 6th Floor  

 

Committee Members Present (5): Richard Lewis [Chair], Alyce Smith, Lorena Jimenez-
Castro, Ayisha Oglivie, and Christina Burgess [Public Member]. 
Committee Members Absent: (1) Jay Mazur. 
Guests (1): Victor Bach, Community Service Society. 
Public (2): Jan Ransom (NY Daily News) and Farhad Rahman (Boricua College) 
Staff: Debra Blow 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Welcome, Opening Remarks, and the Agenda. Richard Lewis as Chair called the meeting to 
order at 7:30pm. Board Members introduced themselves as did the public and guests. A 
quorum was present during the entire meeting. Topics for tonight’s agenda were outlined.  
 

The chair gave some recent housing news and updates: In response to a detailed written 
request made by the chair almost a year ago on acquiring digital or machine readable 
format data on violations of all buildings in CD12 from HPD in accord with the city’s NYC 
Open Data Policy significant progress has been made. HPD has just released this information 
as monthly data in zip file format for the past year. It can be downloaded from the city’s 
website. As a caution it should be noted that these files are very large and filled with raw 
datasets where the user is free to do their own analysis.  
See http://www.nyc.gov/html/data/about.html 
 

The chair also announced a major appointment by Mayor Bill De Blassio. The choice of 
Goldman Sachs alum Alicia Glen to be Bill de Blasio's new deputy mayor for economic 
development and housing is getting a thumbs-up from the city's architectural sector—
especially the addition of "housing" to her title. And they didn't stop there. “After Mr. de 
Blasio's election, the AIA's New York chapter teamed up with the Real Estate Board of New 
York, the National Resources Defense Council and the Urban Green Council to submit a list 
of names to Mr. de Blasio's transition team for potential government appointments. The list 
focused on six regulatory agencies that oversee what the archi-types call the city's "built 
environment": Buildings, Housing, Design and Construction, Citywide Administrative 
Services, City Planning, and Long-term Planning and Sustainability.” 
See http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20131227/BLOGS04/131229935 
 

Documents and Abstracts of the HHS Committee minutes for discussion and vote on the 
resolution on Tax Incentives for Video Surveillance in Public Spaces of Residential Buildings 
were re-circulated.” For this meeting new source materials listed below and selected by the 
chair were distributed: 
 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/data/about.html
http://www.nyc.gov/html/data/about.html
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20131227/BLOGS04/131229935
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20131227/BLOGS04/131229935
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• “Governor Cuomo Announces Con Edison Rate Settlement” 
http://www.governor.ny.gov/press/12312813-con-edison-rate-settlement and  
http://www.governor.ny.gov/press/10082013-reject-con-edison-proposal 

• “Con Edison’s Proposal before the PSC”. 
http://www3.dps,ny.gov/pscweb/WebFileRoom.nsf/Web/1BFC448E488F55F185257BF70053C2
C4/$File/pr13069.pdf?OpenElement  

• “Joint Proposal” 
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefid={3881B193-8115-
4BA0-A01A-B8D373D59726}  

• “Consumers Lose in Con Edison Rate Free Proposal” http://nypowerandlight.com 

• “Happy New Year for Con Edison: New Year’s Eve Proposal Would Continue high Rates if 
Approved by PSC”  http://pulpnetwork.blogspot.com/2013/12/happy-new-year-for-con-
edison-news.html 

• “Consumer  groups say NY residential customers need a utility watchdog” 
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2013/04/consumer_groups_say_ny_residen.html  

• “Consumer Groups ask NY Leaders for Better Utility Oversight, Stronger Consumer Protections, 
and More Resources for Independent Utility Consumer Advocacy”   
http://pulpnetwork.blogspot.com/2013/02/consumer-groups-ask-ny-leaders-for.html  

• “AARP: devil’s in Details of Con Ed Rate Deal” http://www.prnewswire.com/news-
releases/aarp-devils-in-details-of-con-ed -rate-deal-238500751.html  

• “Why everyone should support New York utility workers against Con Ed” 
http://www.pslweb.org/liberationnews/news/utility-workers-versus-coned.html  

 

NOTE: The presenter from the Community Service Society (CSS) distributed copies of a document: A special 
color flyer announcing tonight’s meeting was prepared and e-blasted. 
 

Introduction. 
So given this overview we began tonight’s topic: ”The Future of Public Housing”  Part 2 with  
another  presentation given by Dr. Victor Bach, Community Service Society on a proposal for 
Community Board 12 Manhattan to join the NYC Housing Alliance Preserve Public Housing 
and have a contributing member present at its meetings. 
 

Presentation by Victor Bach (Community Service Society). 
The Alliance is a collaboration of resident leaders/organizations, housing advocates, and 
concerned elected officials to press for policies to strengthen our public housing 
communities and extend housing opportunities under the Section 8 voucher program. They 
seek a stronger resident and community voice in government decisions that affect these 
communities, as well as greater openness and accountability on the part of the New York 
City Housing Authority (NYCHA). 
 

After a detailed reviewed of the NYCHA Draft FY2013 Annual Plan and the Plan for FY2014 
Alliance members produced position papers that describes key issues they identified and 
made the joint recommendations: 

• Restoring Government Commitments to Public Housing 

• The Plan NYCHA Road Map for Preservation: More Accountability Needed 

• NYCHA Moving-to-Work Proposal 

http://www.governor.ny.gov/press/12312813-con-edison-rate-settlement
http://www.governor.ny.gov/press/10082013-reject-con-edison-proposal
http://www3.dps,ny.gov/pscweb/WebFileRoom.nsf/Web/1BFC448E488F55F185257BF70053C2C4/$File/pr13069.pdf?OpenElement
http://www3.dps,ny.gov/pscweb/WebFileRoom.nsf/Web/1BFC448E488F55F185257BF70053C2C4/$File/pr13069.pdf?OpenElement
http://www3.dps,ny.gov/pscweb/WebFileRoom.nsf/Web/1BFC448E488F55F185257BF70053C2C4/$File/pr13069.pdf?OpenElement
http://www3.dps,ny.gov/pscweb/WebFileRoom.nsf/Web/1BFC448E488F55F185257BF70053C2C4/$File/pr13069.pdf?OpenElement
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefid=%7b3881B193-8115-4BA0-A01A-B8D373D59726%7d
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefid=%7b3881B193-8115-4BA0-A01A-B8D373D59726%7d
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefid=%7b3881B193-8115-4BA0-A01A-B8D373D59726%7d
http://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefid=%7b3881B193-8115-4BA0-A01A-B8D373D59726%7d
http://nypowerandlight.com/
http://nypowerandlight.com/
http://pulpnetwork.blogspot.com/2013/12/happy-new-year-for-con-edison-news.html
http://pulpnetwork.blogspot.com/2013/12/happy-new-year-for-con-edison-news.html
http://pulpnetwork.blogspot.com/2013/12/happy-new-year-for-con-edison-news.html
http://pulpnetwork.blogspot.com/2013/12/happy-new-year-for-con-edison-news.html
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2013/04/consumer_groups_say_ny_residen.html
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2013/04/consumer_groups_say_ny_residen.html
http://pulpnetwork.blogspot.com/2013/02/consumer-groups-ask-ny-leaders-for.html
http://pulpnetwork.blogspot.com/2013/02/consumer-groups-ask-ny-leaders-for.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/aarp-devils-in-details-of-con-ed%20-rate-deal-238500751.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/aarp-devils-in-details-of-con-ed%20-rate-deal-238500751.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/aarp-devils-in-details-of-con-ed%20-rate-deal-238500751.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/aarp-devils-in-details-of-con-ed%20-rate-deal-238500751.html
http://www.pslweb.org/liberationnews/news/utility-workers-versus-coned.html
http://www.pslweb.org/liberationnews/news/utility-workers-versus-coned.html
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• Section 8 Voucher Issues 

• Under-Occupancy Transfers: Policy vs. Practice 

• Economic Opportunities for Residents 

• Outsourcing NYCHA Management 

• NYCHA Consultations and Transparency 
 

“Federal law requires housing authorities to develop, with input from residents of public housing and 
Section 8 Leased Housing, elected officials and the public, an Annual Plan that sets forth its major 
initiatives for the coming year. NYCHA develops this Plan in consultation with the Resident Advisory 
Board (RAB), 45 elected public housing residents along with nine participants from the Section 8 
program.” 
[See: http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycha/html/about/agencyplan.shtml  ] for Annual Plan 
information. 

 

The Alliance’s position paper was distributed at the meeting and also can be found at: 
http://www.cssny.org/advocacy-and-research/entry/the-nyc-alliance-to-preserve-public-housing/ 
or http://www.briankavanagh.org/news/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/PH-NYCAPPH-POSITION-FY-
2013-_7_.pdf 
 

What Dr. Bach wanted to emphasize was the need for expanding membership in the 
Alliance. There is no NYC community board representation at present. There are also no 
electeds as members from our community district even though we have three NYCHA 
properties, other NYCHA entities, and many Section 8 recipients living here. The current 
Borough President, the Honorable Gale A. Brewer is a member of the Alliance since her 
councilwomen days as are other NYC state legislative and NYC City Council members. 
 

Dr. Bach emphasized that not all members signed on to all the agreements in the position 
paper and so as a board we can present our own interests specific to our community. The 
committee discussed the need for CB12 M membership and will continue this discussion at 
our next meeting with the possibility of a resolution. 
 

Discussion on the Tabled Resolution on Tax Incentives and Video Surveillance. 
A new draft of the tabled resolution “Property Tax Incentives and a Pilot Video Surveillance 
Program in Public Spaces for Residential Buildings” was presented to the committee. The 
only contentious issue in the revised draft was that a few committee members wanted to 
insure and specify tighter tenant protections against  perceived or potential abuse by  
landlords eager to displace or evict tenants with the use of this technology. The chair 
reminded the committee that it was illegal to have images of anyone’s apartment space 
even with the unit’s open door as this represented an invasion of privacy. The committee 
wanted warning signage prominently posted in the building entrances and other public 
spaces stating that CCTV was in continuous operation. The committee also wanted language 
inserted that stated that these technologies should not be used as a source of case building 
for structured evictions and or holdovers regarding civil matters. In all these discussions It 
was pointed out by the chair that anecdotal and speculative incidences may not necessarily 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycha/html/about/agencyplan.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycha/html/about/agencyplan.shtml
http://www.cssny.org/advocacy-and-research/entry/the-nyc-alliance-to-preserve-public-housing/
http://www.cssny.org/advocacy-and-research/entry/the-nyc-alliance-to-preserve-public-housing/
http://www.briankavanagh.org/news/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/PH-NYCAPPH-POSITION-FY-2013-_7_.pdf
http://www.briankavanagh.org/news/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/PH-NYCAPPH-POSITION-FY-2013-_7_.pdf
http://www.briankavanagh.org/news/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/PH-NYCAPPH-POSITION-FY-2013-_7_.pdf
http://www.briankavanagh.org/news/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/PH-NYCAPPH-POSITION-FY-2013-_7_.pdf
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apply to every building situation and that in any event it would be impossible and 
impractical to legislate behavior for every scenario since we are only making 
recommendations as a board. With that said and the requested addition added the 
resolution passed 5-0-0 and will be submitted at the next general meeting of the full board.. 
 

Presentation on the PSC Proposed Con Edison Electrical Rate Freeze. 
On December 31st, 2013 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced  an agreement with Con 
Edison for an electric rate freeze. This agreement stems from the Governor’s call from last 
October for the Public Service Commission  (PSC) to reject the proposed rate increase 
requested that amounted to some $400 million dollars. According to the announcement the 
agreement would freeze rates for 2 to 3 years “while strengthening resiliency and improving 
efficiency”. 
 

Several organizations, consumer groups, and newspapers have been critical about the 
potential consequences  of this electrical freeze calling it amongst many things “smoke and 
mirrors” or reminding readers about the ”devil in the details on the Con Ed’s deal”. In fact 
some consumer groups have asked NYS leaders for better utility oversight, stronger; 
consumer protection, and especially funding resources for a truly independent utility 
consumer advocacy organization or even a new independent state public utility agency. 
 

In addition, it is not clear what will happen several years down the line. The utility will not  
have had a rate increase for five years and will need to somehow recoup what it perceives 
as its potential losses. Public testimony on this new agreement is scheduled for the PSC 
hearing in NYC on January 14th, 2014. The Case Numbers are: 13-E-0030, 13-G-0032, 13-S-
0032 for Consolidated Edison Electric, Gas and Steam Rates. Since there is not much time, 
given the closeness of this date our committee could not develop a resolution in time that 
could be transmitted to the full board.  We will revisit this issue and possibly the call for a 
new independent utility consumer watchdog agency to represent consumers in residential 
rate increases at a later date. For further information, review the resources given in the 
minutes. 
 

Presentation by Boricua Representative. 
Mr. Farhad Rahman, a representative from Boricua College located at West 156th Street and 
Broadway gave a brief presentation on the human services opportunities at Boricua College. 
Boricua College is a for profit institution. 
 

For want of time the chair tabled the discussion on HHS Committee Goals for 2014 and 
Future Agenda Items for our next committee meeting.  
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30PM 
Respectfully submitted by,  
Richard Lewis, Chair HHS Committee 
January 9th, 2014 


