
Community Board 12 - Business Development Committee 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021 

7:00pm 

 

 

Committee Members PRESENT: Francisco Lopez (Committee Chair), Eleazar Bueno (CB12 Chair), Ashley 

Fernandez, Mariela Graham 

Committee Members ABSENT: Paradise Phoenix, Nobles Crawford, Domingo Estevez 

Public Member: Rafael Fernandez 

Other Board Members: Sally Fisher, Omar Tejada 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. Welcome, Opening Remarks, Francisco Lopez, Chair 

a. Meeting called to order at 7:13 pm 

b. Announcement: Starting 5/31 midnight curfew lifted 

II. MEND NYC & OATH, Marisa Senigo 

a. Center for Creative Conflict Resolution.  Created MEND in collaboration with the Office 

of Nightlife 

b. Description of summons and violations process as a lengthy process and not necessarily 

connected to the quality of life issue 

c. Mediations are / can be virtual and are better to address specific concerns.  Mediation 

requires all parties to agree to be a part of the process. 

d. MEND NYC can also address business to business conflict (not only community member 

to business conflict); also offer legal funding for small business with commercial lease 

disputes 

e. No relationship with SLA 

f. Website: nyc.gov/mendnyc 

g. Email: mendnyc@oath.nyc.gov and msenigo@oath.nyc.gov  

h. Q (Peter): Can MEND intervene if the noise source is a city agency such as Parks? A: We 

can try, but odds are not in your favor if the event is permitted. 

i. Q (Sally Fisher): Can you give examples of work that you’ve done in CB12? A: I don’t 

have that information available but also the complaints are confidential (unless the 

Board is the ones who brought the attention to a specific issue).  I Will try to check the 

number of instances 

j. Q (BG): Hair salon or cigar place that throw parties, can this program be a part of this? 

A: Yes, it’s possible.  However, the non-hospitality business is a little bit more difficult to 

track down.  But yes, MEND is willing to do two separate intakes. 

k. Q (Peter): What is the turnaround time between a resident contacting MEND with a 

complaint and contacting the business and then ultimate resolution? A: The average is 

three weeks.  Sometimes mediation takes more than one session, sometimes 2 sessions 

at about an hour each.  Three weeks is still faster than going through the courts. 

mailto:mendnyc@oath.nyc.gov
mailto:msenigo@oath.nyc.gov


l. Q (May 2021): The flyer mentioned an issue with Mister Softee's truck on Ft. 

Washington near Margaret Corbin Circle in terms of exhaust fumes and running motor 

noise for hours. Can the truck be located in the circle? A: Not sure of this specific issue 

but MEND is not about enforcement, it is about changing behavior. Enforcement is more 

about fines. Q: What about late-night basketball at 730 Fort Washington? A: Maybe this 

is more for parks; it would be hard to track down a team of people playing basketball. 

m. Link to NY Daily News op-ed, April 8, 2021 

III. Ice Cream Truck Noise with truck owner Pablo Laverde, along with Alexander Han, Director of 

Concessions for Manhattan 

a. Mr. Han awards bids to the highest bid. 

b. Jacob Javitz playground at Ft. Tryon - a few years ago had received concerns and let the 

prior concessionaire complete term in 2013 but didn’t renew this location.  But there is 

a permit for a pushcart at that location (which is the same person who had the permit 

for the concessionaire).  The office is aware of concerns. 

c. No one is entitled to or promised a permit.   

d. If the community board is interested in issuing a food truck permit in that location, it 

can be discussed. 

e. Mr. Laverde: There have been many issues with the residents.  The same person who 

has the pushcart operates the truck.  People have asked that they come back more 

frequently.  How can the community help the truck come back to its old location? (Used 

to be at Fort Tryon Park, at Margaret Corbin Circle) 

f. Q (Sally): What exactly is the issue? A (Mr. Han): Mr. Laverde has a permit in the park in 

the Bronx so I think he is aware of how to get the permit.  If the park can handle another 

permit then it will follow the same bid process.  This doesn’t necessarily mean that it will 

be Mr. Laverde getting the permit. 

g. Q (Mariela): It is unclear what is the purpose of this conversation - it should not be 

helping a specific concessionaire obtain a permit.   

h. Q (Peter): Concern is about the location, not about this specific business owner.  Last 

year, this truck was parked at 190th A train station, and it seemed like a win-win 

situation.  Our understanding is that he was chased away from that location and the 

driver is now frequently double-parked in front of 720/730 Ft. Washington.  There is a 

direct threat to the safety of bicyclists.  The truck covers the southbound bike lane. 

i. laverde78@hotmail.com - to email Mr. Pablo Laverde 

IV. Local Bike Shops v. Citi Bikes: Analyzing the effects of Citi Bike on local bike shops. Shops 

invited: Amsterdam Bike Shop, Victor’s Bicycle, Tread Bike Shop, and Javi Bike Shop, Paul 

Goebel, from the MB President’s Office 

a. No representatives from the bike shops 

b. Most bike shops that Francisco has spoken to have said they haven’t seen any change in 

business 

c. Mr. Goebel: anecdotally, many bike shops were worried, but they see growth over time, 

bring people into considering biking 

https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-sit-down-and-work-through-that-disagreement-new-york-20210408-mhxdsaqlfnemzmlgp6i2gggyfy-story.html
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d. Q (Deborah Cardona): Tread has been hurt in some ways.  Business along the bikeway 

has now disappeared, and many cargo bike container rental businesses have been 

swallowed up by big businesses. 

e. Q (Cassandra Collazo): Why are there so many Citi bike stands everywhere, seemingly 

overnight? Can there be some app where a rider can download the rules of biking? A 

(Paul): I don’t work for Citi bike so I'm not sure, but there are some light instructions 

written on the bike and there are some rules in the app.  But will check and get back to 

you. 

f. Q (JB10040): Please bring back to your office, lots of new ppl are using citibike in Ft. 

Tryon, and bikes aren’t allowed on those paths.  Just an opportunity to bring that back 

to the BP office. 

V. Old Business/ New Business 

VI. Partner announcements 

VII. Adjournment 

a. Adjourned at 8:23 pm 

 

 

Minutes submitted by Mariela Graham 

 

 

 


