
CB12M’s Youth & Education Committee Meeting 

Meeting Minutes 
Monday, November 10, 2014 

 
Location: 530 West 166th Street, 6th Floor, New York, NY 10032 

Committee Members Present: Fe Florimón, Chair; Chair;  

Committee Member(s) Absent: Ayisha Oglivie;    

Excused: Maria Luna; Manny De Los Santos;  Lorena Jiménez-Castro 

Board Member(s):  

Community Members:  Dr. Gary Altheim, Psy.D. 
Founder/Executive Director-Growth and Development Services, Inc; Al Kurland from PAL; Katie 
Carroll-Development & Partnerships Ass. America Scores; Mr. Joe Yoffie, Nanette Ramkissoon; Ethan 
Jones, Community resident  

The Chair Fe Florimón opened the meeting at 7:15PM.   
Members of the Committee and attendees were introduced by the Chair. 
 

 Discussion was taken place as indicated below: 
 

 The Minutes of the previous meeting October 20, 2014 meeting was not discussed. It was 
changed for discussion for the next meeting December 8th due to lack of quorum. 

 Mr. Al Kurland, started his presentation with an overview of the teens on community for those 
who were not familiar with the subject; then he presented a follow up discussion about the 
newly passed legislation of teens on Community Boards, an initiative that took seven years of 
advocacy before passing the bill. Now that the bill has become a reality a new initiative of 
outreach, recruitment of Mentors and youth training have emerged. This initiative is being 
promoted and facilitated in the five boroughs. In the borough of Manhattan, staff (Mr. Aldrin 
Bonilla, Deputy Borough President and Mr. Jesús Pérez, Community Liaison) from MBP Gale 
Brewer is facilitating the training in conjunction with several organizations such as PAL.  The most 
recent training in Washington Heights was held at PAL (at the Armory site) where about 30 
teenagers were present.   

 Mr. Kurland also discussed the role of the Mentors who will be assisting teenagers on the process 
of becoming Board Members. He extended the discussion by proving his view on the possible 
contributions young people can provide to Community Boards.  

 Community Member Mr. Joe Yoffie shared his comment about the exercise of democracy in 
regards to the process of teens on board initiative.  He said that one of “the best ways to 
introduce democracy in the process is to criticize what the community board represents itself as 
democracy, which is not going to be done. Voting is one opportunity we have to exercise 
democracy. He also feels that democracy is not being practices in this country anymore, nowhere 
in corporate world, in school, nowhere is practiced. So the Community Boards by introducing 
young people into it, is introducing them into a non democratic system, but pretending that it is. 
So on the thing that is best to do is to critic yourself, especially with children to honesty tell them 
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what this is and how is circumvent democracy in its many ways as possible can do while still 
represent itself in democracy. Mr. Yoffie thinks that telling young people this will be beneficial in 
turns of honesty, but he thought that this is not going to be done because he knows.  Mr. Yoffie 
also stated that in the past he was part of the community board and he looks forward to come 
back. In the overall Mr. Yoffie feels that the topic of democracy creates a friendly environment 
for debate and which is needs to be increased hopefully in a positive tone.  At the end of this 
conversation, chair asked if there was any question or comment before moving to the next phase 
of the agenda. Dr. Gary Altheim suggested the discussion of transparency.   

 Chair Florimon encouraged participants to spread the word about the MBP’s initiative and 
coming events.  Contact information for Teens on Board initiative: Teensonboardnyc@gmail.com 
 

 The topic of Gifted and Talented Programs (GTP) for School District was discussed. A guest from 
the Dept of Education (DOE) was invited to speak about the topic, but it was not possible. 
However, the Committee hopes the DOE’s guess will be present at the next meeting-December 
8th which will be a continuation part II of the GTP discussion. 

 Chair provided several literatures pertaining to the topic of GTP.  Her discussion included an 
article titled “Fewer Pupils Qualify for Gifted Programs” by Al Baker.  The article called Chair’s 
attention stating that “numbers of children qualifying for seats in gifted programs in New York 
City public schools declined this year” (2014). Out of 14,605 children that were tested in 2014 
for gifted program- kindergarten classes, only 4,590 scored high enough to qualify for admission 
on this program. The committee also discussed about “the change [made by DOE] to one of the 
two admissions tests, which are giving back –to-back in one session. A major reason for this 
change was combat the advantages of children receiving pretest tutoring, but the number of 
students qualifying still increased.” 
 

 The committee also discussed the number of offices that work with G&T program in NYC 
including the office located in Harlem and limited numbers of programs within the district. 
Participants were given the opportunity to provide their inputs and several of them asked 
questions and provided their opinions including Mr. Yoffie and member Smith. Chair also 
addressed the urgent needs to increase G&T program in the community of school district 6 and 
hopes the Chancellor address this need, which reflects huge disparity.  
 

 Under New/Old Business 
 
Dr. Gary Altheim expressed concerned about the previous agenda October 20th. He asked several 
questions including the question on how the committee decides or the protocol on reporting the 
agenda (referring to the writing of the minutes for that date)?   
 

 Mr. Altheim added that at the meeting many people shared their testimonies and expressed their 
concerns, but the minutes do not reflect all the individual comments they made, which are very 
important issues.  He also stated that he had personally presented his arguments to the board in 
several occasion in the past. But according to the Chair, the first time Mr. Altheim has presented 
officially his case was on the meeting of Oct 20th.  He also asked about the resolution that was 
passed by the Committee (29 votes yes,) on the same meeting, and wanted to know why was 
tabled at the general meeting?   

mailto:Teensonboardnyc@gmail.com
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 Chair responded that the minutes usually reflect the essence and a summary of the conversation 
taken place; but since all meetings are recorded, anyone including himself is welcomed to visit 
the office and listen to the recorder as many times they wish.  

 Chair also stated that the Board and the Youth Committee are willing to help address Dr. 
Altheim’s  and  community’s concerns about the Amory; however, they need to communicate 
with the staff at the Armory and listen to what they have to say before they arrive at any 
conclusion, which would unfair proceeding without their view.  

 As for the resolution, although it was passed unanimously, there was not sufficient merit at that 
time it was presented to the general board. The Committee also didn’t have concrete or sufficient 
information about the case, neither has the Board met with any member/staff of the opposite side- 
the Armory; therefore the resolution has to be tabled until further notice, considering also that the 
resolution  was originally considered “ a in work in progress” according to the Chair. 
 

  Katie Carroll-Development & Partnerships Ass. America Scores, invited everyone to her 
organization event “ Poetry Slam” to be held at PS 161, Friday 21st  at 4:00pm 
 

 Chair also mentioned a possible celebration for the Youth Committee 4th anniversary of their first 
Saturday meetings, but will be discussed with the Chairman of the Board and Executive 
Committee for final decision.    
 

 
 Meeting adjourned at: 9:00pm 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 


