
COMMUNITY BOARD 12, MANHATTAN 

Executive Committee Meeting 

Virtual Via ZOOM 

November 16, 2020 

Minutes 

 

Executive Committee Members Present: Eleazar Bueno (Chairperson); Katherine Diaz (1 st 

Vice-Chair); Gerard Dengel (Treasurer); Osi Kaminer (Secretary); Rosy Perez (Assistant 

Secretary); James Berlin (Parliamentarian); Elizabeth Lorris-Ritter (Parks & Cultural Affairs 

Chair); Mary Anderson (Chair Concerns of the Aging); Wayne Benjamin (Chair of Land Use); 

Domingo Estevez (Chair of Business Development); Fe Florimon (Chair of Youth & Education); 

Ariel Miranda (Chair of Housing & Human Services); Steve Simon (Chair of Health & 

Environment); Curtis Young (Chair of Health & Environment); Richard Allman (Chair of 

LGBTQ Task Force); and Jonathan Nunez-Frometa (Chair of IT Task Force) 

Absent: Isidro Medina (2nd Vice-Chair & Licensing Chair); and Deborah Nabavian (Chair of 

Traffic & Transportation) 

Other Board Members: Sally Fisher 

Government Officials Present: Natalie Espino 

The meeting was called to order at 6:37 pm by Chair Eleazar Bueno. Chair’s Report: 

Eleazer Bueno (6:37PM): 

● A letter that was sent out to Chris Keely, Assistant Vice-Chair of the Ambulatory Care at 

NYC Health and Hospitals, and Office of the Mayor’s Community Affair requesting 

additional testing sites in Zip Codes 10040. They responded that they are following up 

with the matter and that they are in contact with Lorraine Valentine who is the Director of 

Trace and Outreach campaign in Manhattan. They will track the progress. The goal is to 

try to include three or four testing sites in that Zip Code. 

● The Community Board sent a letter out to Chief Edward Grayson, the Acting 

Commissioner of NYC, Department of Sanitation, requesting more basket trucks for the 

commercial corridors in 181st Street, Dyckman Street, and St. Nicholas Avenue. They 

responded by saying that they are working on it. Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez was 

also contacted, who had allocated $25,000 for the addition of more basket truck services. 

● Last Friday, paper awards were given out to two organizations for $15,000.  

○ One of them was Friends of Inwood Park who received $5,000 of it. Sally 

provided a breakdown of how the funds were going to be used by having seed 

giveaways. They will also be establishing a tool chest for the community. Also, 

filming the read-aloud to make them accessible via the website. 

○ The organization Community League of the Heights received the rest of it. They 

have been able to provide a great number of meals throughout the week. 
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● More information will circulate at a news conference on West 175th Street and Broadway 

Avenue Plaza with Mary Anderson, the Chairperson of Community Board 12's Aging 

Committee on a resolution on how businesses can better serve persons with disabilities 

and the aging. 

● (6:50 PM) Jim Berlin gave an update on two resolutions. The first is the authorizing 

resolution, affirming the results in the past election for Assistant Secretary. The second 

resolution is regarding a change in bylaws to have revoked remote voting when 

necessary. Two of the recommended modifications to the resolution is changing the 

wording in different areas of the resolution. 

○ Seconded by Elizabeth Loris-Ritter – voted unanimously 

 District Manager Report, Ebenezer Smith (7:05PM): 

● The fiscal year ‘22 budget request submission was finalized on Nov. 13, 2020, on the 

Community Board’s part. This year the Department of City Planning requests manual 

submissions of each one of the items to their system. 

● Last week a notification was received from the Comptroller’s office, that there will be an 

audit conducted on the compliance of open meeting law. The Community Board office 

has already begun the audit process. 

● There were a couple of meetings held in the week prior with The Mayor’s Office and 

local elected officials regarding the increase of numbers in COVID-19 cases and 

requesting the Community Board to assist in spreading information on protocols on how 

to prevent the increase of numbers. 

Treasurer’s Report, Gerard Dengel (7:13PM):  

● Circulated information on an excel spreadsheet that the District Manager would be 

updated each month and forecasted expenses as it relates to the budget which would 

enable the treasury to advise the board on what funds might be available to repurpose 

throughout each fiscal year should the board consider that as an option. This reporting is 

good practice, promotes transparency through the community, and enables the board 

leadership and community to understand spending patterns throughout each fiscal year 

month by month. A modest request that builds trust and confidence within the board and 

community. The request hasn’t been fulfilled from the District Manager’s end. 

Secretary’s Report, Osi Kaminer (7:15PM): 

● The attendance sheet that should have been provided from the Community Board’s 

Office, was never received. The Office does not submit the member’s attendance as it has 
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also been requested. The previous Secretary was limited as to tracking attendance since she did 

not know who was supposed to be on what Committee. The current secretary is requesting 

information/clarification/transparency to receive proper documents that track attendance 

dating since January 2020 and committee composition.  

Calendars: 

● An email will be sent in the upcoming days considering changing December's Youth and 

Education meeting date. 

● Health and Environment committee meeting will be changed to January 7th 

Committee Reports: 

Youth and Education: Chair, Fe Florimon: 

● The Chair congratulated Fe Florimon and Ariel Miranda on their well thought out 

Homelessness and Health forum that they ran.  

● Special thanks to those who attended, publicly spoke especially, and provided support: 

○ An attorney from The Legal Aid Society 

○ Ms. Batino is well-rooted and well knowledgeable of the homeless population and 

mental health.  

○ Daniel Farrell, Senior Vice President at Help USA for the Homelessness 

Prevention and Rehousing services 

○ Randolph Scott, Assistant Commissioner for the Vulnerable and Special Needs 

for Youth of the Department of Youth and Community 

○ Presbyterian Hospital 

○ Sharon Kim, Program Manager for the Uptown Hub 

● Fe is working on a report that is going to include initial information that these analysts 

have brought into this forum and information that was lost due to time. 

● Fe will gladly partner with other committees such as the Health and Human Services 

Committee for future events 

Housing and Human Services: Ariel Miranda (7:48PM): 

● Ariel will be emailing the joint-resolution soon. It was delayed due to a malfunction of 

equipment. 

Park and Cultural Affair: Elizabeth Ritter (7:51PM): 
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● There have been preliminary conversations about the possibility of renaming Bennett 

Park, in consideration of the troublesome history of racism and ethnic slander of its 

namesake, James Gordon Bennett. This is part of a larger conversation on how best to 

memorialize historical figures and honor the land on which the park rests while 

reconciling some of the more troubling aspects of our local history. Renaming shouldn’t 

be taken lightly, and must include robust public participation; this conversation will be 

ongoing, and we do not anticipate a resolution before January. 

●  Presentation from the Parks Department's capital design team about a substantial project 

to restore and renovate the collapsed portion of Gorman Park's retaining wall. A 

resolution in support of that proposed project passed the Committee unanimously and 

will be presented at the General Meeting. 

●   Announced upcoming events. 

Land Use Committee: Wayne Benjamin (7:51PM ): 

● A conversation with Ann Friedman from the New York City Landmarks Conservancy. 

This non-profit has a low-interest loan program, a technical assistance program, a sacred 

sites program, and an emergency loan program. She mentioned that the designation of 

buildings also makes them qualify for a range of grants. National register listing the work 

required to do that would typically cost $5,000 to hire a consultant to do that work. 

Through Columbia University Andrew Dolkhart’s preservation course each year they 

request from various stakeholders somewhat a wish list for projects to work on. The 

students would work on a project and the designation of one of those projects was in our 

community. 

● An update on the status of the development at 857 Riverside Drive which was discussed 

at the previous executive committee meeting. This building is a mid 19th Century 

building. It is the only remaining building of what once was an abolitionist colony in that 

area it was built by a hero of the underground railroad and subsequently owned by a 

judge who was also active in the anti-slavery movement. The neighborhood residents 

who’ve been doing the research, we're the ones to put in a request for evaluation to the 

Landmarks and Preservation Commission to designate that building. The reason for this 

request is because of its profound history and culture.  

○ The committee passed a resolution supporting the request submitted to LPC to 

designate 857 Riverside Drive. That resolution will be presented to the full board. 

● A draft for the minutes to the prior meeting was circulated and no changes were made. 

Therefore it is the Final copy. 

● There was a presentation by Sean Rickenbacker of the Bond Center and gave insights on 

how we might proceed with updating the neighborhood planning and Land Use Study 
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that was completed in 2007. Sean Pointed out that CB9 created a live platform that pulls 

together a lot of data and allows you to model potential projects on that platform in real-

time instead of having an updated static planning model. This may be a good option for 

CB12 to have such a platform. 

Concerns of the Aging: Mary Anderson (8:04PM): 

● A lively discussion was held in the last meeting, everyone was pleased with the capital 

budget results and also that the mental health issue presented in the Health and 

Environment committee ranked number one from the Board. That was due to the 

Concerns of the Aging committee's input in that item.  

● Many discussions on how we can begin to involve seniors in the community and tuning 

into the aging committee meetings. Working alongside the senior centers that are not 

having programs to see if they can virtually join the aging committee as well.  

● Carmen De La Rosa is invited to the December meeting to present two bills that she’s 

involved with sponsoring that pertains to parole eligibility for certain inmates age 55 and 

older. The second bill regarding increasing penalties for offenses committed against 

elderly persons. 

● Eleazar has helped set up a press release/press conference which will be in the plaza on 

175th street at 12PM on Thursday. Grow NYC will be there and they have been a 

consistent organization in this community where they prioritize seniors and persons with 

disabilities to go ahead of the line. Ydanis Rodriguez and media stations will be there as 

well.  

● Fe brought up a point that this year may be difficult to hold an annual holiday party at 

Isabela Senior center but would like to still do something nice and thoughtful. Mary and 

Fe will brainstorm ideas offline. 

Health and Environment: Steve Simon (8:12PM): 

● In the capital budget item for Concerns of the Aging Committee, it has been reiterated 

year after year about renovations made to the senior centers to comply with ADA and 

DIFF regulations. Steve’s recommendation to the committee is to specifically find out 

what exactly does each one of our senior center needs. We should compile a more 

detailed list that we can present to Council Members and Borough Presidents. We should 

give these elected officials more guidance on what should be funded and what benefits 

our senior centers the most. 
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● For the green market events that have been occurring throughout the years on Thursday at 

the 175th Street plaza, Steve takes great pride in being able to have worked on making 

these events happen when he worked under the former Council Member back in 1980. 

● On COVID-19 there’s real concern about the fact that our positivity rates have risen in 

three of our four zip codes. They are above the line and have been excessive. For the 

seven days ending last Friday, the positivity rate in zip code 10040 was at 4.61% 

representing 49 new cases. Zip code 10040 is the 16th worst zip code in the city at large 

out of 177 zip codes. Zip code 10033 was ranked at 46, 3.66% with 57 new cases. Zip 

code 10032 ranked at 70, positivity rate 2.97% with 54 new cases. Zip code 10033 ranked 

at 133, positivity rate at 1.86% with 40 new cases. With that one week alone in our 

district we have 200 new cases. 

○ Isabella Senior center has no additional COVID-19 deaths. 

● The committee passed a resolution calling upon the City to increase its efforts next year 

to control the proliferation of fireworks. This is a resolution that was previously 

mentioned to the Public Safety committee to have it as a joint resolution. In hopes that 

the Public Safety Committee would jointly support that resolution. 

● The corner project gave a presentation. They have not been able to find a permanent 

space in our community since it lost its location at 181 street in Saint Nicholas avenue 

back in 2018. They have since been operating from a van on Amsterdam Avenue 

alongside Highbridge park. They are still looking for a location. They have a plan to 

establish ‘the Village’ which will consist of Five trailers on the east side of Amsterdam 

Avenue between 177th and 178 street. They would occupy ten parking spaces. They 

would then be able to provide a wider range of services, they would be able to reinstate 

their drop-in center and increase their public bathrooms. They would be able to increase 

their staff to 100%. Their services and programs by 150% and hours and operation by 

60%. They would obtain a street permit. They would have to make this presentation 

before the full board. 

○ Domingo gave a placement recommendation for the Village. That 

recommendation is the entrance of Fort Tryon since it is a spacious entrance. 

Public Safety: Curtis Young (8:27PM): 

● There was a very fruitful conversation on the same issues that have been happening 

continuously. Auto theft and commercial burglaries have been increasing for the last 28 

days period. 

● In the Furious Act, Senator Brad Holman presented legislation, which is to have more 

speed cameras in areas that there’s a high level of drag racing and another speeding. 

Senator Jackson is a co-sponsor of the legislation as well as Carmen De La Rosa. They 
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also shared their reasons for supporting the legislation. It is one in which speed cameras 

are used outside their normal hours of operation, for example in school zones, they are 

operating from 10AM to 9PM. This legislation would allow for the City to expand on the 

use of the speed cameras and also have them in operation over the weekend. One of the 

main reasons it is important to discuss this at the community board level because there 

are a lot of concerns around speeding, which location of cameras to use. The committee 

is not advocating for all to be used for 24 hours instead to only use a selected number of 

cameras based on the data presented before the committee. They did present a resolution 

and will be presented to the full board meeting. 

○ Domingo clarified that the cameras are managed by the State not NYPD 

○ Domingo mentioned it is important to be conscious about ICE and federal 

agencies do data grabs that include a lot of these surveillance cameras. 

■ Curtis will look into this 

○ Fe inquired about face recognition 

■ The cameras that are in use now are fairly grainy and very limited to small 

and far details. Not enough to be able to identify people. 

○ Eleazer asked will more cameras be installed? 

■ Curtis responded that no, it will only make more use of the current 

cameras that are in place. 

● For December’s committee meeting, the Fire Department has been invited to present on 

their winter safety issues and concerns. 

Business Development: Domingo Estevez (8:36PM): 

● Tanya Bonner chaired the meeting. Domingo gathered a presentation from the 

Department of Health regarding COVID and small businesses. Domingo will reach out to 

Steve to discuss matters about fragmenting these city agencies but addressing the issue 

from a more unified angle which is involving people who enforce COVID regulations 

and guidelines. Being able to develop educational campaigns together as opposed to just 

having one entity doing the research and another one to enforce. It is important to note 

that sometimes there is a disconnect between the researchers and the enforcer. 

○ Eleazar asked, will there be a possibility of a city shutdown? 

■ there’s a 3% threshold, but the reality depends on which jurisdiction it 

falls under. It is difficult to predict since there are many underlying 

factors. 

LGBTQ Task Force: Richard Allman: 
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● No report at this time 

● The budget ranking discussion is not an urgent matter to discuss but should be discussed 

anytime between now and the fall to look at the timeline and avoid repetitive yearly 

mistakes. 

Eleazar presented a thank you card to Gale Brewer. 

8:46PM – Domingo Estevez motion to adjourn, Steve Simon seconded. 


