
Community Board 12, Manhattan Parks & Cultural Affairs Committee  
September 8, 2020 @ 6:30pm (via Zoom) 

 
Committee Members Present: Elizabeth Lorris Ritter, Chair; Daryl Cochrane, Assistant Chair; Sally Fisher; Barbara Frazier; 
Danielle Jettoo; Francisco Lopez; Ayisha Oglivie; Edda Santiago; Alexis Marnel (public member). Committee Member Absent: 
Nobles Crawford; Yomaris Smith (public member). Other Board Member Present: Steve Simon. Staff Present: Ebenezer Smith 
(District Manager). Also in attendance: Jennifer Hoppa, Northern Manhattan Parks Administrator; Bob Barnet, Harlem River 
Rowing; Martin Collins, NoMAA & UP Theater Co.; Alexander Campos, Hispanic Society of America; Obed Fulcar, Friends of 
Sherman Creek; Aaron Simms, Inwood Art Works; Shiloh Holley, Morris-Jumel Mansion; Veronica Liu, Word Up Bookshop; Tom 
Schuler & Griffith Mann, Metropolitan Museum/Cloisters; Anastasia Galko, Riverside Park Conservancy; Nancy Preston; Jennifer 
Bristol, Ft. Tryon DOG; Jennifer Donahoe; Hilary Hinzman; Edith Bolton; Cynthia Auburn; Sisto Medina; Allegra Le Grande; 
Cheryl Miller; Kate Leroy; Peter Lindberg; Tiffany Ernst; Rajeev C.  

 
1) The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 6:36pm with welcoming remarks and updates: 

 Update on COVID-19 & parks usage/restrictions (including concessions/catering) and cultural 
institution openings. 

 Temporary closure of Margaret Corbin Drive ended on Sept. 8th. There is mixed community 
sentiment on this, balancing the needs of the Cloisters and for vehicles to access the HHP from 
Ft. Washington Ave., and the need for more open recreational space. The Traffic & 
Transportation Committee will discuss this and other road closure issues at its next meeting,  

 Two recent jet-ski accident deaths, which were tragic, if also avoidable. Parks Division of Marine 
Operations coordinates with other agencies (NYPD, Coast Guard) on waterway enforcements. 

 Inwood Rezoning Task Force was approved by CB12M on July 28th but the Board Chair has not 
yet named the membership, which will include representation from each it is not yet known 
who will be on the task force but it will most likely be a member from each cb12 committee. 

 Per Ross Frommer at Columbia University, the floating dock at the Muscota Marsh Pier will be 
closed while the dock is being replaced. Everything is contingent upon environmental studies 
but is expected to be restored and ready for next season.  

 Parks will now be permitting events at parks concessions (including The Hudson). These will be 
restricted to 50 people or less and must have social distancing protocols in place.  

 Revel Scooters have resumed operations in NYC. If you see anything amiss (e.g., operating on 
sidewalks or in parks) please call 888-690-9180, email support@gorevel.com, tweet at 
@_GoRevel, or use their online community reporting form on their website:: 
https://app.gorevel.com/community-report-form.  
 

2) Brief Parks & Cultural Organization Updates: 

 NOMAA (Martin Collins): NoMAA continues with its virtual live Thursday art happenings 
through Nov. 19th. NoMAA Website will soon be updated. Visit www.nomaanyc.org or see our 
newsletter for details on all virtual events and to find out about opportunities for artists. 

 Hispanic Society (Alexander Campos): In honor of the re-opening on 9/24 there will be an 
outdoor installation with highlights from the collection that are high-quality life size 
reproductions. All COVID protocols will be in place. Visit www.hispanicsociety.org for more info. 

 Morris-Jumel Mansion (Shiloh Holley): Museum has re-opened, with many upcoming programs 
in September: virtual parlor chat 9/16 on the Duncan Phyfe and Octagon Room Suite with 
Carswell Rush Berlin; 9/17 Handwriting Project, a collaboration with the other Historic House 
Trust sites in New York City; 9/12 Con Ed Family Day featuring a drumming circle led by Annette 
Aguillar. Visit www.morrisjumel.org for more information. 

 The Cloisters (Tom Schuler): The Cloisters will re-open on September 10th for members only and 
then to the public on September 12th. The Cloisters will be closed on Tuesdays & Wednesdays. 
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He emphasized that Margaret Corbin Drive must be open for ADA accessibility. Since the 190th 
street elevators are under repairs busses will be available at the 181st Street A-train. Visitor 
Experience Service staff will be on hand to help with any questions. Darryl Cochrane asked if 
there will be information on local restaurants that are located near the Cloisters; Mr. Schuler 
stated they are preparing it. 

 Riverside Park Conservancy (Anastasia Galko): On 9/15/20 the conservancy will be announcing 
their programming for the rest of the year via the website and social media. Other upcoming 
events: 9/15 International Coastal Clean Up; 9/26 National Public Lands Day, the nation’s 
largest, single-day volunteer effort for public lands. 

 Inwood Art Works (Aaron Simms): In response to the pandemic, Inwood Art Works created 
Short Film Fridays as a free program to champion the work of local filmmakers and showcase 
the films that would have been presented at the Film Festival. Films premiere at 3pm on our 
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube channels and will also feature promotional support for local 
small businesses that are currently open in our community. Every Wednesday there is an 
episode of Lost Inwood Video Vault, including a documentary on women's suffrage on Sept. 9th. 
Every Thursday Inwood Art Works presents a podcast that highlights a local artist from the 
Upper Manhattan Community which is available on Apple Music and Spotify. 

 Friends of Sherman Creek (Obed Fulcar): Announced a community clean up on Sept. 12th: 
planting, mulching, and shore line clean up. Masks & tools provided courtesy of NYC Parks. 

 Word Up Community Bookstore (Veronica Liu):  Word Up continues to hold programming 
outdoors until further notice. Our latest initiative is the People's Fridge, where one can find or 
share food, a place where people can support each other and ensure that as many people as 
possible are fed. You can donate to the project via Venmo (@Elise-Strumpf) or Paypal 
(elisestrumpf@gmail.com); see www.wordupbooks.com for the guidelines. Tuesday afternoons 
in September there will be outdoor festivities with Coach Dave! Bring food to share with the 
community, fill up The People's Fridge, fill out the census; and learn about health screenings. 
There will also be adult & children’s book give-aways & free school supplies while they last. See 
our website for virtual programming such as book clubs and online story time. 

 Friends of Inwood Hill Park (Sally Fisher): It’s My Park clean up day is being held on Sunday, 
9/20 at Inwood Hill Park at Dyckman Street, Hudson River. On 9/26 there will be a “plogging” 
event where one can jog or walk and pick up trash and clean the park at the same time. On 
10/17 is the annual Riversweep; meet at theDyckman Pier. Check out Friends of Inwood HIll Park 
Facebook page for further info. 

 WAHI Food Council (Sally Fisher): On Sundays via Zoom from 1-3 the food council presents 
weekly sessions based on Food for Life/Plant Based Nutrition Services and other weight loss and 
exercise tips. Zoom link for sign up: https://tinyurl.com/FFLseries.  

 Natalie Espino from the Manhattan Borough President's Office reminded everyone the 
importance of the census and to spread the word on social media utilizing the #censuscounts. 
Census counting ends on 9/30/20.  

 
3) NYC Parks report (Jennifer Hoppa, Northern Manhattan Parks Administrator) 

 In honor of Juneteenth and to show community solidarity with the Black Lives Matter 
movement, 19 benches in/outside of various parks (Isham, Fort Tryon, and Roger Morris Parks, 
and the Dyckman Farmhouse) were painted in black, red, and green. 

 Two rabies incidents were reported; Urban Park Rangers put up signage at key park entrances. 
Remember to keep dogs on-leash at all times and call in any suspected cases of rabies to 311. 

 Special event permits now must include a safety plan. No amplified sound will be allowed. 

https://www.facebook.com/InwoodArtWorks
https://twitter.com/InwoodArtWorks
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLVycio1FS4cXE5QZ6ny4s4ReMA3b0Qh4_
mailto:elisestrumpf@gmail.com
http://www.wordupbooks.com/
https://www.wordupbooks.com/ThePeoplesFridge
https://tinyurl.com/FFLseries?fbclid=IwAR2yB7T_BpLYYFZvf89GFGl8W-VREjG5yVvMvYKXDpj31X3FVLZg4ckRM9s


 Capital Projects Update: Several projects halted due to COVID-19 but are now being resumed. 
These projects include the HighBridge Water Tower; the new Highbridge Park soccer field at W. 
175th Street (thought the artificial turf has been completed); Adventure playground construction 
has also resumed and hopefully will be open by 9/21 for the opening of school. 

 Waiting on OMB to release allocated funds for Inwood Nature Center & Anne Loftus Playground. 

 Announced Sept. park stewardship dates for Fort Tryon: 9/20 & 9/26. 

 Police will not chase scooters on the roads but will stop if they are being ridden on park paths 
and pedestrian walkways. 

 In response to increased noise and large gatherings in the evenings parks enforcement can be 
available and ask for it to be stopped but cannot hand out tickets, which must be done by the 
NYPD. There are specific operations on how the police and park enforcement want this handled. 

 
Community Concerns / Q&A: 

 Cynthia Auburn: concerned about Inwood Hill Park trash left after BBQs, cars acting as de facto 
DJ equipment with no amplified sound permit.  

 Tonya Bonner also addressed noise complaints and while Inwood Hill Park has the most 
complaints, McKenna Square has the same things happening and it appears these happenings 
occur between 5pm and 6 am. 311 complaints are being closed out immediately and with no 
action, so many people have found it best to contact the local precinct directly. 

 Jennifer Bristol voiced concerns over the infractions that are occurring at the Dog Run at Tryon 
Park and particularly concerned that the park is opened during 9 pm - 11pm. 

 
4) Preliminary discussion of FY ’22 Capital & Expense Budget Priorities (for ranking in October)  

 The Committee will do its Capital & Expense Budget Priority Rankings at its October meeting and 
will submit to the full Board for its ranking of all Board items at a public hearing on Oct. 21st.  

 A few items have been completed; a few others were funded and should be ranked “Continuing 
Support” (“CS”) rather than being given a numbered priority.  

 Ayisha Ogilvie wanted to know why parks don’t have cameras. Jennifer Hoppa stated this was 
because service contracts are required, and it needs to tie into the NYPD. Steve Simon stated 
that the camera request is not under Parks budgeting but is under NYPD funding and they are 
placed in areas where they are needed most, usual based on crime stats and 311 calls. 

 Steve Simon stated that funds are needed to renovate/reconstruct Inwood Hill Park’s ballfields 
#3 & #5. (Ballfields #1/2/4 are part of a capital project that has been funded and is in design.) 

 Darryl Cochrane asked about the repair or replacement of the 181st pedestrian bridge. It was 
stated that it does need to be rebuilt and has been fully funded but it is being held up by OMB. 

 Darryl also mentioned that the stairs at Inspiration Point are in dire need of repair.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:36pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: Alexis Marnel & Elizabeth Lorris Ritter 


