
Community Board 12 - Public Safety Committee Minutes 

October 7, 2020 

7:10 - 9:45 pm 

 

Chair: Curtis D. Young 

 

Committee Members Present  Committee Members Absent  Board Members Present 

Danielle Jettoo, Asst. Chair  Francisco Álvarez   Barbara Frazier  

Mariela Graham   Gabrielle Estrella    Sally Fisher   

Yosef Kalinsky  

Osi Kaminer 

 
Public Member Present  Public Member Absent 

Graham Ciarulo   Yomaris Smith 

 

Lt. Chung (33rd Precinct), Captain Palmer (34th Precinct), Fabricio Caro (FDNY Director of Community Affairs), 

Natalie Espino, Ely Sylvestre (District Attorney, Steven Miller (DOCCS) 

 
Called to Order: 7:10 pm  

 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

 

II. Crime Stats, Fire Incidents, and Emergency Services Reports and Law Enforcement Initiatives  

● 33rd Precinct Updates (Captain Chung) 

Updates in Compstats for the 28 Day Period. 

○ Robberies. Down 38% from last year. 

○ Arrest was made as part of a pattern of street robberies. Patrol did a canvass and arrested 

them and hoped this would bring numbers down for the next 28 day period. 

○ Burglaries. 360% increase. Mainly commercial and construction sites. One was 

committing in doctor offices. One place was hit 4 days in a row by the same person. 

○ GLA up 140% (Car theft). These were because keys were left in the car and the car was 

running. 

Chair: Could you share more on the one shooting Answer: Pending and open 

investigation. 

Question /Comment: Barbara: Is there a connection or follow-up for people who have 

been burglarized. Burglars seem to return to the scene. Any success on package thefts 

and prosecuting. 

Answer: We didn’t have residential burgs surprisingly during this period. Business 

should leave the lights one when they close. Ensure windows are locked to minimize the 

opportunities. Crime prevention officers can come to apartments, and businesses to 

assess risk.  

Comment: You all should be more proactive and have Crime Prevention Officers return 

to the scene of crime to follow-up.  

Question/Comment: Saw on twitter that the 34th precinct confiscated stereo and what the 

precinct is doing about ATVs. 

Answer: A lot of the time - once we arrive on the scene the vehicle has gone. So it’s very 

hard to track down these vehicles. CO Palmer:  I can assure you we are very aware of 

ATVs, bikes etc. And it is our policy not to chase these. We do try to get as much 

intelligence about individuals, as possible, especially when we have large groups and 

getting aviation involved. Many of these are being stored in the Bronx and get warrants 

to confiscate.  

○ They tried to implement an ATV strategy to shut down bridges. But that was a challenge 

but these ATVs are willing to go anywhere they can to avoid being pulled over. We don’t 

have resources to lock them into specific locations.  

  



 

● 34th Precinct Updates  

Updates in Compstats for the 28 Day Period. 

●  Crime trends are a mirror of the 33rd precinct.  

● Robberies down 13% 

● Burglaries are in commercial sites and construction sites. (stealing tools) 

● GLA 600% increase (Revel battery theft. This is driving up the numbers). Vast majority 

are unattended vehicles.  

● Traffic: reduction in accidents. Down in all categories except for bicycles. Most of these 

were the fault of the bicyclist not following traffic rules. All collisions are down for the 

year. Pedestrian collisions down 34%. 

● 250% increase in  enforcement of speeding (Precision policing) 

● Shootings: Active investigations. But they have made 6 gun arrests in the 34th this 

month. Huge accomplishment for the precinct. 

 

● FDNY Updates 

○ Had problems with system pulling data for local fires. Received agenda late and will plan 

to attend each month.  

○ There were questions on the agenda about firework mitigation plans, education. Through 

the summer it was a city wide issue, FDNY did partner with local law enforcements, 

mayor's office and the sheriff's department to tackle the distribution of illegal fireworks.  

○ They worked with various affinity groups within FDNY to develop fire safety education 

campaigns and worked within hotspots areas based on 311 data for focused tabling and 

fire safety information. With weeks leading up to July 4th they worked on disseminating 

information and to tackle the distribution issue.  

○ It as augmented this year due to many issues (COVID, distribution and events where 

distributors were providing fireworks.  

○ There was an increase compared to other years.  

○ In the future they have spoken with many community boards and they want to work with 

community groups on education campaigns and raising awareness. Sharing how to report 

issues to the fire safety hotline.  

○ They are more than happy to partner with CB 12 to mitigate issues in advance of the 4th 

of July season.  

○ Question: Who is responsible for the Fireworks Task Force? 

○ Answer: NYPD was a major lead with the Sheriff's Office to support. 

○ Chair: We discussed with the Health and Humans Services Committee about a joint 

resolution to encourage a firework mitigation plan to be created well before July 2021. 

This remains a huge issue in our community. We have to figure out a way to disrupt the 

distribution of pipelines. 

○ Answer: What the agencies did in terms of tackling distributors and really focusing on 

the illegal distribution this summer... I think the issue and we have to continue working 

collaboratively is basically uh the issue of reporting and again sometimes reporting it is 

a little tough because I know community residents we do give out the firework hotline 

right and there are tips and as you  elaborated sometimes community residents do report 

and then when people do respond the issue of fireworks that may be gone because then 

the perpetrators may not be there upon arrival at scene or it or maybe the fireworks are 

not on display at that point. 

○ Distribution is a long standing problem with all agencies. But they have been doing a 

more focused approach.  

○ Comment (Sally Fisher): I understand the Mayor want to disrupt distribution but the issue 

was the point of explosion.   It’s more than a quality of life issue. It’s more of a public 

health and safety issue. 

○ Comment/Question (Nancy Preston): You mentioned outreach starting in May. May is 

too late. You should consider action and outreach way before that. 

○ Question (Alan):  I was curious to see if we can get a report on the success from 

mitigation efforts (next month). Are check points possible? 



○ Answer: Our unit that provides fire safety outreach. We can work a lot sooner on public 

education. As for checkpoints. I will need to bring that back to the committee 

○ Question (Bernard Gorman): There was a guy setting off fireworks in the middle of the 

street. Called 911 and didn’t get a response. People doing this were grown adults, who 

understand what fireworks do. Education...maybe education for the community won’t be 

helpful.  

○ Point of explosion: It goes back to coverage. I can’t imagine how many calls are being 

made. It’s tough to tackle at that point.  

 

● District Attorney's Office Update 

○ Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

 

 

 

IV.  Budgeting Allocation Process 

● Please refer to final ranking report 

 

Full recording available: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cyk7ryiQe_4&t=768s 

 
 Adjournment: 9:45 pm 


