
 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE YOUTH JUSTICE INNOVATION FUND 
(S.642/A.10264) - COMMUNITY BOARD 10  

 

Resolution in Support of the Youth Justice Innovation Fund (S.642/A.10264) sponsored by 
Senator Cordell Cleare and Assemblymember Gabriella Romero to invest $50 million from the 
Raise the Age appropriation into the Youth Justice Innovation Fund. 

WHEREAS, investment in youth and young adults is a matter of public safety and community 
health; and 

WHEREAS, the Youth Justice Innovation Fund (S.642/A.10264) would establish a fund, 
managed by the Department of Criminal Justice Services, that would expedite funding to 
community-based organizations that work directly with young people and young adults ages 
12-25 in supporting prevention, alternatives to incarceration, and reentry care. 

WHEREAS, New York passed Raise the Age legislation in 2017 that raised the age of criminal 
prosecution of children from 16 to 18 years of age, and since then has appropriated $1.71 billion 
to fund the law’s implementation and youth programming that supports young people and 
promotes public safety; and 

WHEREAS, less than half of those appropriated funds have been dispersed for use; and 

WHEREAS, the slow dispersal of appropriated funds has prevented the Raise the Age funding 
statute from living up to its promise of ensuring all eligible youth receive appropriate 
programmatic services; and 

WHEREAS, the FY2027 budget appropriates $250 million to fund much-needed youth 
programming; and 

WHEREAS, the Youth Justice Innovation Fund would make $50 million of the $250 million 
appropriation directly available to community-based organizations; and 

WHEREAS, the $50 million is already earmarked for Raise the Age programming, and the 
Youth Justice Innovation Fund would facilitate its administration directly to community-based 
programs; and 

WHEREAS, the community-based organizations that would receive Youth Justice Innovation 
Fund support follow successful, evidence-based models to improve youth outcomes, such as 
exalt, CASES, SNUG Albany, and the Erie County Restorative Justice Coalition, among others; 
and 
 

 



 

WHEREAS, programs operating in New York City are not eligible to receive Raise the Age 
funding, despite New York City youth comprising approximately 50% of the youth involved in 
the justice system statewide, the Youth Justice Innovation Fund would be available statewide; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Raise the Age funding only supports programming for 16-and 17-year-olds, the 
Youth Justice Innovation Fund would support programming for young people ages 12-25, 
allowing more New Yorkers and their communities to benefit from evidence-based 
programming; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Manhattan Community Board Ten endorses enactment 
of the Youth Justice Innovation Fund for the purposes of promoting community safety, youth 
investment, and healthy, well-resourced communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


